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Bishops Heber and omit 


A FEW PERSONAL REMINISCENCES. 


ain of Captain K Ciedley of the tath B. N. 1, whi 
retired from active service in 1844. How well esteemed 
this excallent officer was by his superiors the following 
extract from the General Orders of the Hyderabad Resident 

; (Major-General James Stuart Fraser) on behaif of the 
Nizsin's Government testifies :-— 

ijik February 72¢¢—Cupmim F. Gresley of the 14th Regiment, Bengal Native {n- 
fantry, ittacbed to the Nizam Army, having been permined by the Government of india to 
retire from the service of tho Exst India Company from the yst proximo, his mame will be 
(fiscontinund from the tet of tha Nitea's Army from that date Captain Gresley han served 
the Nici fw aeventoen years. in both a Miitury and Civil capacity, with a.seal and ability 
which have obtained the approbation of sneceesive Residema: an acknowledgment by the. 
Brith Government om several occasions of the admirable momner in which he discharged 
the iniportant duties enitisted to him. Major-General Fraser deeply regrets wo be deprived 
of this officer's gervices and that valuiblo sdsistance which he deems ican. act of justice ta 
cknowledge be has ever ceived from Captuin Gresicy's talents and correct jndgment, 

My, Francis Gresley, having just obtained a carletship from the 
Honourable Company, embarked for India, on Monday, the 16th. June, 
r82%, on board the HLCS. Thomas Grenville. The-ship was anchored at 
the “Lowet Hope," and immediately an arriving on board Mr, Gresley 
began the series of his home letters, from which the following notes are taken, 
The earlier letters arc addressed to his father, Richard Gresiey, Esq, of 
Kertitwosth Hall, Warwickshire — 

* The Bishop [Reginald Heber, Lord Bishop of Calcutta] is expected 
on board about one o'clock. They are to salute him with 19 guns and ‘man 
the yard-arms." 

In the opening entryoof his Journal, Bishop Heber records. that he 
arrived accordingly by the Ramsgate steamboat, accompanied by a party 
of friends, and that the compliments mentioned by Mr. Gresley were duly 
paid to him, und that) soon after his boarding her, the Grenville weighed 
arclior, but mesting with an adverse wind advanced only a very littly way 
down the river. The company of presengers and ship's officers met first 
at the early dinner, for the meal hours on boardship. were then, or at least 
on board, that ship, the same a¢ those which are sometimes so unreasonably 
complained of by travellers in the socond saloon of the modem P.& O. 
sheamers 
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Mr. Gresley drew foe his father a plan of the table\(ser plate) with the 
covers, all carefully noted, as they were placed on that first social occasion. 
Te will be observed that tle vung gentleman tach already exercised bis 
curiosity a@ to the condition, rank, and even the private affaira of his fellow- 
passengers. 

By the rith the baffling brews were succeded by a favouting gale, and 
the Trdjan voyage wis Girly begun, After ten the Bishop, with the ready 
approval.of the Ciqptain, commenced the evening prayers in the cuddy which 
he kept up during the rest ef the yoyage [fe weed, be tells ay himself, the 
General Confession, Lord's Prayer, Collect for all conditions: of men; General 
Thanksgiving and other prayers. Mr. Gresicy the next day made a Hote on 
his Lovdship— 

©The Bishop | find is an excellent good-natured kind of man, but-as 
little like a Bishop In aygiexrance as 1 am,” 

More than a yeor elipeed in the series of yurviving letters before Mr, 
Gresley ngain alludes to the Bishop. 

tothe mesnwlile, however, under dute of the 24th July, 824, Bishop 
Heber, writing near Porreedpore, on his way by river from Dacca, has this 
‘allusion to Me. Gresley :— 

“TL snw « small pinnace creeping slowly towards is, amid the long reeds, 
which we hailed; when it was ascertained who we were, » young officer 
jumped frite the diegy and paddled up towards us, wham | soon recognized 
to be my old shipmate, Gresley, who, with his companion Lieutenant P—, 
dined with me, There-were few medical applications which could have done 
me 36 inch good as a motive foran extra glass of wine and the fively cos- 
versation of two young men, for oneof whom | had a sincere regard,” 

To this meeting Mr. Gresley, alindes thus -— 

“Camp near Budderpurs, Octolie Sth, 1823—That super-excellent man, 
the iishop, | had the pleasure of meeting near Dacca, on his way up the 
country to visit'all bis churches; dc. He has undertaken a most Herculean 
task, that of visiting all the station: belonging to Bengal, He had just 
sustained a severe loss by the death of his chaplain, Mr. Stowe,” a very 
worthy man, Mrs. Heber was livig at Barrackpore whet I let, The 
Bishop must now be about Delhi, He is very much beloved. ‘inthis country.” 

Bishop Meber died in “Frichinopoly in #826, The last letter im this 
correspotideiice, in which reference Is found to him, is written ter; years ufter. 
wards,:and discusses the merits of the gentle prelate with those of his ante. 
¢ratic and vehoment successar. 





* The Rev. Martin: Stowe died in the presence of the Bishop at. Detca 0a the: sath 
July 1824. 
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Montinabad, September 25, 1836. 


“My DEAR WiLLIAM. . . . , | wee you quote Bishops 
Heber and Wilson; these are the a preachers of any note fT have ever 
heard. J think I can give you some characteristic anecdotes of them. With 
the former I was very intimate, both on the woyage to India and afterwards 
in Calcutta, He approached nearer to my ideas of perfection than any 
mai! ever met with His wnostentatious piety, his benevolent character, 
his bonhomie towards al} classes, rendered him an universal favourite, while 
his: extensive information on almost all Interesting subjects, lis fascinating 
conversation and his great talents aa a preacher commanded the admiration 
of all who beard him, Of Bishop Wilson | saw a good deal at Calcutta and 
afterwards at Mr. K. Grantsim Bombay, It might be prejudice on my part 
but | must confess | did not like him; be Was not the pleasant, social 
companion that Heber was to everyone about hjm. He talked Ilttle, and 
even wher he did talk, it was either in an overbearing dictatorial atyly or fi) 
a condescending one, beth of which give offence to many, Some people, 
however, said that fe was right, and that he ought not to allow everyone to 
be intimate with tim, and so forth For my part, he always gave me the 
idea of a stiperior Roman Catholic priest. 

“The two Bishops have frequently been compared with each other both 

as preachers and as members of society; but two péople holding the sanic 
situations could hardly be more different in character. In England, 1 have 
no doubt that Wilson was in general the most effective preacher, In Iridia 
the congregations are probably more silent than that you wenerally address 
at home. He has a fine voice, and when [at first heard him Iwas inclined 
to think that his high character was by no means overrated. It was a charity 
sermon at the Cathedral, Calcutta, preached apparently extempore and 
certainly one of the most eloquent harangues I ever heard; but towards the 
close of the sermon, after a most eloquent appeal to the feelings on behalf 
of the poor, when all eyes were fixed upon hint antl everyone's attention on 
the stretch, he made a sodden descent from the sublime to the tidienlouy thus 
(after a pause)—1 don't mean to say that you are to give to every beggar 
you meetin the street. “For my part, when @ begear applies to me in the 
street, I always send him to Mr——(the person who had the dianibw 
Nort af the District Charitable funds) “TNere was an Immense congregation 
How we all kept our countenances | know cot, but J am sure, that, had a 
titter escaped any one, the wholo church would immediately have been con: 
villsed with laughter. Wilson would have shown more on the stage than in 
the pulpit. | heard him during Lent, and Heber also, both on the same sub- 
ject (the Deselogue) and perhaps you may best jiifer their character as 
preachers from as fact that, of Bishop Wilson's congregation, three-fourths 
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appeared to be women, Heber's cotigregations were, I think, equally 
large, but amongst them were all the literary characters of Calcutta, who 
rhade @ pest of attending his lectures. Wilson | remember preaching upon 
the ist or and Gommandment, made a dimct attack upon Mahom- 
madanisio Thit was iitimed: for Deism—pure Deism is the very eascnce 
of Mahomed's doctrine, and the Koran inculéates nothing so much as a horror 
of worshipping idols. 

“T Mitet give you an amusing example of Heber's bonhomie, which 
occurred on board the good ship: Temas Grenville. We hail made a moat 
rapid passage from England, until we came fn sight of the coast off the 
Jugpemath Pagoda in the Bay of Bengal Here we were becalmed for 
several days—and a strong current running southward. compelled us to. 
anchor within a few miles off the coast, Whenever a slight breeze sprang 
wy the anchor was heaved up and the salls act; but the breeze seldom 
enabled us to stem the current, and we were obliged to drop the anchor again ; 
this continued for several days—getting up and dropping the anchor five or 
six limes a day. If you have ever been) becalmed at-sea for a few days, you 
nivet well know the dishaartening effect which is produced on the spirits of 
the crew; the men got sulky, the whieers irritable, and every ote grumbied. 
Getting wp the anchor in a large Indiaman is no trifle, Every available 
idler had to Jerid a hand wt the capstan, and lt sometimes: requires all their 
exertions to get it up, especially when there was much cable out, as was 
wer case. One day uhout noon the order wes given to heave op the anchor, 
The part of the crew whose chty it is to work the capstan, gradually 
emerged from the holes and comers where they had sought refuge from the 
scorching rays of the sun, Slowly ancl lazily they fixed the capstan bars, 
and then leant opon them half asleep waiting for the first mate to put them 
in motion, ‘Round with the capstan,’ said the mate; anc they commenced 
thédr work. Ina very short time their progress round the capstan became 
slower, the clicking became less frequent, and then they came to a standstill, 
‘Come heave up,’ said the chief mate. More hands were put to the bars,—the 
fifer played the most favourite tunes tu coax them on—but no—it wouldn't 
do: nota click was-heard, The mate began to swear, the men to marmur, 

‘but it waa no use Presently out came the skipper, Mr. . * What's 
the matter now?’ “1-don't know, Sir; the men Won't leave the anchor’ up,’ 
(Oh! said the Captain, ‘I'M soon teach the lazy scoundrels how to work. 
& capstan, Fo'eyle there! send the boatswain's mate aft! ‘Aye, aye, 
said the miduhipman onthe foréeastle, but the threat had no effect on the: 
capstan; und it was very clear that the matter must séon come to a crisis, 
There was the ehipper witli ud determined look evidently prepared to enforce 
his orders with severity, the chicf mate, who was @ pretty considerable 





270 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 


‘Turk’ and a most mischievoud-looking fellow, playing with @ ropes end, 
and every now and then casting glances of evil intent towards some. of his 
favourites ot the capstan bars, and there were the mer ot the capstan, great 
hulking lazy fellows, Jooking as if they would submit te anything rather 
than exert themselves to get up the anchor, Just at this moment Heber, 
who with myself and some other passengers was on the poop looking at these 
proceedings, seeing that an explosion was ont the point Gf taking place which 
might ¢nd in serious consequences, withuut further coremony doffed his 
black camlet jacket, jumped down upon the quarter-deck, and placed 
himself at one of the capstan bars, Of course we all followed bis example. 
‘Come along, my men, said the Bishop; ‘welll soon get up the anelior” 
The effect was magical; the fellvws gave a bidm, round went the capstan, 
attd tie anchor was up in*no time.’ The men were never sulky. afterwards. 
This may be considered a moxt undignified procedding for a Bishop; 
however, it displayed the goodness of the may and won the hearts of the 
whole ship's company. 

“Heber's delivery as 4: preacher was-net considered wood) he had a” 
slight hesitation in his speech, but which though against him when addressing 
strangers really added, in my opinion, a Kind of earuestuess to lis manner 
when preaching to those to whom this. peculiarity had become familiar, He 
had not the most distant appearance of the theatrical Ele was just what 
you recommend as the deaw fdeal of an English preacher ; bis earnest manner 
and his beantiful (not Aowery) language riveted the attention, and the. 
amiable character of the man went nota littl way in giving force to hiv 
arguments. But he shone particularly on a Sunday moming on the quarter 
deck when his sermons, as addressed to the seamen, were given ti homely 
language, Never was there a tore attentive congregation than the slilp’y 
company of the Gremalle” ; 





Sfaverp Days in Ofd Cafcutta.” 


HE history of siavery in India goes back to remote antiquity. 
Ite broad principle iy distinetly traceahle a3 carly 23 the 
period of the matitution of caste system among the Hindus, 
by which the Sudra» were formally deciured as: the servile 
casts and made hereditary bomismen te the remaining 

7 superior sub-divisions of the race With the inrash of 
Mussalman. invaders: and the consequent chass that overspread the land, 
slavery would seem to have obtained a fresh and strengthened lease of 
life. Prisoners of war and unyielding or rebellious formed, were relegated 
to slavery in large numbers by the conquerors, in conformity with the then 
prevalling canons of warfare, In some cases, the new-comere did et even 
hesitate to effect among the vanquished races a compulsory and wholesale 
conversion to Islam, 

Wher the Europeans first came to India, in the pursuit of commerce, 
they found slavery established i the land ss a commonly accepted 
institution, which had long since otitgrown ite original novelty, There 
were severnl recognised and prevailing modes by which & person might 
tecome a slave: "He might be taken in battle; he might be bought for a 
price : he might be born of slave parents } he might liquidate his debe by 
hartering his freedom , he might form part of & wedding dowry ; he might 
change owners ax part and parcel of the land which He and his forefathers 
had tied” Among Mohomedans, who gave Indias dytiasty af “Siave 
Kings, " kindness to the slave was an Invicluble religions injunction, and the 
Hinciu- slaves. too were, generally speaking, treated humanely. Dut there 
was an important difference between, the respective states ef the Malom- 
edan and the Hindu slave. The subserviency of the former was porely 
and strictly aecatar, while the Hinds labuured under @ servility essenttally 
spiritual, and only Irieldentally, or one should say, consequentially, werldly, 

The vise of the East Hidia Company as the predominant political force 
in the country did not lead to any change in the established order of things. 
They were rather chary of tampering with time-hononred social institutions; 
and, for. some. considerable time to come, dared nut oppose the tide of poputar 
prejudice, Tt is a historical fact that at one time the Company itself 
engineered triffic in. slaves, asa highly profitable concern, Uri the 
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administration of Warren Hastings, it was enacted that a dacoit, in the event 
of conviction, was to be executed at his native village, and that * the family 
‘of the criminal shall become the slaves of the State, and shall be dipposed 
of for the genera! convenience and benefit of the people according to the 
dis¢retion of the Government.” Over and above this, as a meats of avoiding 
the expenses Incurred by the maintenance of gaols, at) order was passed that 

‘persons convicted of crime, instead of being incarcerated, should ‘be sold 
for slaves or transported, as aueli, to the Company's establishment at Fort 
Marlborough in Sumatra.” Thus, the East India Company formally sane- 
tioned the perpetuation of slavery, and, we read, “slaves were regularly 
registered in the Court Hous where a duty of Re 4 and-annas 4 4 head 
was paid,” 

During the eighteenth century, the Portuguese, among European’ 
settlers, earned an unehviable notariety for their activity in the propagation 
of slavery, The Sundertunds, by reason of the facility it afforded for 
piratical excursions, formed the head-quarters of their nefarious enterprise. 
As late a3 1760, the neighbourhood of Akra, Budge Budice, wae infested by 
slaveships belonging t the Portaguese-and their disreputabfe ‘allies; tho” 
Mughs ; and they were held in such terror, that, about 4770, A chain) was run, 
ncross the river at Mukwah Fort (the site of the present residence of the 
Superintendent of the Botanical Gardets) to protect the port of Calcutta 
avainst them. 3 

The following account is extracted from the Bast Jndia Chronicle 
for 1758 (— 

“February 177, the Mugs carried off from the most Southern parts of 
Bengal, 1,800 men, women and children; in ten days they arrived at Arrakan,, 
and were eoniucted beford the Sovereign, who ‘chise’ the handicraftamen, 
about one-fourth of the number, as hit layer, The remainder were retuned 
to the captors, with ropes: about their necks, to market (sr), ancl) sold, 
according to their strength, from 20 to 70 Re each, They were by their 
purchasers, sent to cultivate the land, and had 15 seers of rice cacti, allowed 
for their monthly support Soon after this, the Sovereign, Deppung Gerve, 
was deposed by his Cutwal, Kuddul Pores; 25 met and a wetnat of the 
captives took advantage of the disturbances, fed, and arrived at Chittagong in 
the following Junt Almost three-fiurthy of the Iniabitants of Arakan are 
said to be natives of Bengal, or descendants of sich, who pray that the 
English: may deliver them, and they have agreed among themselves: to 
assist thelr deliverera, From time immemorial, the Mugs have phuidéred 
the southern parts of Bengal, and have even been so hostile as-to descend 
on the coast of Chittagong amd proceed inte the eatintry, plunder and 
burn the villages, destroy what they could not carry Away, atid catry the 
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inhabitants into alavery. But since the cession of the province tothe Com- 
pany, the place for the most part has enjoyed quiet.” 

In Behar, we read, “numbers of boys of tender age were bought ‘by 
dealers, and mutilated so as to grow wp as auitable servants for the harema 
of rich lords, and tittle girls were disposed of to evil characters, to be beought 
up-to lives of shame and vice.” 

In the Jatter half of the cighteenth century, slavery attained a wide- 
spread vogue throughout the length and breadth of thedand. It flourished 
amore particularly in the larger towns, having come to-be regarded as one of 
the indispensable conditions of normal domestic life: Calcutta itself became 
an important centre of slavery.. The following statement made in 1735, by 
Sir William Jones, Chief Judge of the Supreme Court of Calcutta, will be read 
with interest, 

* Hardly a manor woman exists, in a comer of this populous town, who 
hath not at least one slave child, cither purchased at a trifling price, or saved 
fora life-that seldom fails of being miserable, Many of you, | presume, have. 
seen large boats filled with such children, coming down the river for open sale 
at Caleatta. Nor can you be ignorant ‘that most of them were stolen from 
their parents, or bought perhaps for s measure of rice.in time of scarcity,” 

The above statements are amply confirmed by the following correspond- 
ence which wes published Inthe Bewgal Chronicle of February 1831 :—~" That 
slavery exists in Calcutta is a fact too notorious to be denied, J am led to 
this remark from # thorough knowledge of its actual existence, as also from 
cbeing 4. frequent eye-witness of the extreme cruelty practise) towards the 
generality of that neglected class, whoare kept in such an abject state of 
dlind ignorance and dread of the police, that although suffering the greatest 
of hardships, handily one would have the courage to enter the precincts 
of justice, Slaves of both sexes are generally purchased from indigent 
Hindu or Hindustani mothers; a young girl will bring, according to her-age 
and usefulness, from Re. 16 ep to Rs,.100, This traffic is geverally resorted 
to by the Catholics to supply themselves with domestics; and 1 am sory 
to say, a few, who profess the Protestant faith, though only in outward 
appearance, are also concerned in this inhuman trafic.” 

The perpetuation of slavery, at this time, constituted an indispensable 
condition of luxurious living. The following advertisements, reproduced 
from old Calcutta Journals of 1780, serve to Indicate its immense vogue: 
“Wanted—Two Coflrees who can play very well on the French Horn and 
are otherwise handy and useful about a house, relative to the business of 
a consumer (sic), or that of a cook; they must not be fond of liquor, Any 
person oF persons having such to dispose of, will be ‘treated with by applying 
to the printer.” 
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“Wanted—a Coffree slave boy; any person desirous of disposing of 
such a boy and can warrant him a faithful and honest servant, will please ta 
apply to the printer." 

“To be sold—Two French Horn ten, who dress hair and shave, and 
wait at table” 

“ Strayed—From the service of his mistress, a'slave boy aged twenty 
years, or thereabout, pretty white or colour of musty, tall and slender, broad 
between the cheek-bones, and marked with the-small-pox, [tis requested 
that no one after the publication of this will employ him as’a writer, or in 
any other capacity, and any person or persons who will apprehend him 
and give notice thereof to the printer of this paper, shall be rewarded 
for their trouble” 

“Strayed—From the house of Mr, Robert Duncan in the China bazar, 
on Thursday last, a Coffree boy about 12 years-old named Inday ; whoever 
brings back the same shall receive reward of one gold swokar." 

“To be sold—A fine Coffree boy that wnderstands.the business. of 
a butler, 4sfmefga, and cooking. Price four hundred Sica rupees, Any 
gentleman wanting such a servant may see him, and be informed of 
further particulars by applying to the printer," 

And all this was barely a hundred and odd yearsago! Well may the 
Culcuttalte of to-day marvel at the wonderful transformation which the 
city hasundengone with the passage of years.* 

The unfortunate slaves not infrequently received the most ‘brotal 
treatment at the hands of their owners and masters, A contemporary writer 
mentions that “slave girls, for the slightest offence, and on the most trivial 
occasions, receive corporal punishment, entirely at the will and pleasure of 
their owners and I know many Instances where punishments have been 
inflicted in a greater degree and by-a more severe method than the criminal 
receives, who has offended the laws of his country, ‘The common method of 
punishment resorted to isto tie them up, strip them to the skin (even crown 
up girls of the age of sixteen and seventeen are not exempted) before the 
male domestics, and flog them with a rattan in the most crac! and barbarous 
manner; avother method of punishment, which Isconceive to be proportionate 
with the first, is taking them to the well, In one of December's coldest 
mornings, and having a number of Axérterof water thrown over them in quick 
succession, #0 a3 hardly to give the sufferer time to draw breath,” There is 
on record a case of fatal maltreatment accorded to w slave-girl, named 
Nasibun, by her mistress, Maria Davis, In 1828 On the other hand, there 


* [With the palitloations of the-Calentta Spréaly. for the Fretection of Children, ane salght well 
wish lor a Title more“ tansfonmation.” "The Society. tx muking = heroic endearour to Auppress the 
stil] enormoni tmding in chides for Immoral purposes — Sain, Sanyal Pact and Present.) 
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are instances of boudsmen and women having received exemplary kindness 
atthe hands of their-owners, who extended to them the same treatment: as 
that of a member of the family. One sometimes lights upon wills executed 
in those days in which it is instracted that the slaves of the testator were to be 
given # certain amount of money, or freedom, on his death, or both. A writer 
records that the wife of the Reverend Zachariah Kiernander, the founder of 
the Old Mission Church in Calcutta, had two slaves who were “ bound to their 
mistress’ by the bonds of affection as well as'of service.” It was the custom 
among Hinds to feed and clothe slaves, to give them a cash present on the 
birth of each child, and to defray the wedding expenses of such as were 
permitted to marry, while with the Mahomedans it pot infrequently happen- 
ed that a slave-girl was promoted to the seraglio and allowed to set up as 
her master's favourite wife. 

During the latter half of the eighteenth century, a strong wave of dis- 
approval and dislike of slavery in general, swept over the civilised countries 
of Europe, and notably England, and it was hardly to be expected that the 
East India Company would long remain uninfluenced by the trend of pubtic 
opinion. The Company had assumed the Government of the Country from 
Mahomedan rulers, who had recognised legalisx! bondage, and as meat of 
the Moslem laws for the administration of justice had been unavoidably 
retained in their entirety, the enactments pertaining to slavery were per- 
petuated under the Company... The work of reform must needs have been slow, 
bot it could not be indefinitely put off, That flagrant relic of barbarism 
could ot survive for long in the face of the progressive impulses which 
contact with a liberty-loving and etilightened race engendered. The expor- 
tation of slaves was forbidden by a Proclamation in 17%9, and their importation 
from Arabia and other countries was put a atop to in 1817, The sale of 
agrarian slaves by Government officials for the recovery of revenue was also 
prohibited in 1819. But these measures, on account of legal and technical 
difficulties, did not at once meet with the amount of succcss they deserved, 
The orders for the abolition of salvery were held to be inoperative, by reason 
of its lang usage, and Implied sanction by the Mahomedan law, which was 
still the law of British India. The Charter of 1835 tacitly sanctioned slavery, 
for, though it did not authorise or prohibit traffic in slaves, it could not very 
well help recognising thelr exiitence, Consequently, althouph the Court of 
Justice desisted from the sale of slaves for the recovery of pevente in 
pursuance of the official orders, private owners cortinued to buy and sell 
them, 

in 1831 the British Government emancipated all the slaves of the Crown: 
In 1835 the administration of Far] Grey formally abolished slavery, with 
effect from the tst August 845, Lest, however, an enormous multitude of 
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slaves should all at once be s¢t free to the possible detriment of the country, 
it was enacted that domestic slaves were to be apprenticed to their late 
masters for four years and agrarian slaves for a period of six years. All 
children under six years of age, however, were ordered to be immediately 
liberated, | 

It is unnecessary to mark in detail the further steps of emancipation. 
Gradually, but nevertheless surely, the traces of slavery were effaced from 
the land, and the cause of liberty and humanity triumphed ultimately, over 
the forces of prejudice and demoralisation, alter a prolonged struggic. 


Syup Hossain, 
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Some Notices of 
General Claud Martin. 


l. 


THE EUROPEAN MAGAZINE. 
Vol. X¥7i. Jan.—/June-71790, pp. 86-87. 
An ACCOUNT OF COLONEL MARTIN'S VILLA, NEAR LUCKNOW, 
[IN THE East [NDIEs, 
(With a Plate.) 


a monument of European taste and elegance in a remote 
part of the world, near eight hundred miles within land in the 
north of India, a short account of the accompanying engrav- 
ing done froma drawing taken on the spot in the year t784, 
“E> may prove acceptable to some of our readers jand will point 
SEARS it among many other instances of British taste displayed 
in the East, how ill-founded the assertion of a celebrated gentleman has been, 
wis, That were we to be driven out of India this day, nothing would 
remain to tell that it had been possessed during the inglorious period of our 
dominion, by anything better than the ourang-outang or the tiger."* The 
contrary had long, previous to this assertion, been established in every part 
of India where British subjects reside; and here by the ingenious owner of 
the above, Colonel Claud Martin, in this and other instances, to the great 
benefit and improvement of the arts in those parts, Indeed, in justice to this 
gentleman, it ought to be observed, that the East India Company have been 
much indebted to his:skill on many important occasions, during thirty years 
of his honourable and faithful services, in almost. every department, particu 
larly when their footing in that country was yet in its infant state A 
gentleman, who having some years ago beheld the spot on which the above 
elegant building stands, partly over-run with reeds and brambles, says: “The 
effect; which the change it had undergone proxluced on my mind on viewing 
it afterwartls, was attended with a pleasing reflection on the advantages 
attending works of taste and magnificence in every country; but) more 
t- _  e  ———— 





© Vile Se. Turkce's farmues epecch of the te of Deommler 1785, an Me. low’s Ledia Bil, page 33, 
piclnted for J. Dodirey [ Bodatey 7, Pull Malt 


278 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 





particularly when found in such situations as from the state of the arts there, 
make the display of the former more meritorious, when, as in the present case, 
superior skill directs the inexperienced hand ; for ‘there is no part of the, 
building in question but what was performed by the natives of the neighbour- 
ing mean built city, onder the direction of Colonel Martin; nor ds there any 
such, or one corresponding with its decorations, existing within the sphere 
of their observation in that part ofthe country.” It is situated near the city 
of Lucknow, in the province of Oude, and is, perhaps, for its elegance and 
humerous conveniences, adapted to the different seasons of India, the com- 
pletest private building for its size in that part of the world. It is built with 
brick stuccoed, partly on piers sunk within the current of the river Goomty, 
which runs with violent rapidity during the periodical rains, joining the Ganges 
about ten miles to the eastward of the city of Benares. To enter on a detail 
of the various conveniences and decorations of this place, would swell the 
description beyond what the nature of our work would admit the insertion 
of: for these we must refer to the drawing, 

You approach the house on the land side through an arched gateway, 
sufficiently lofty to admit an elephant with its turret ; at some distance from 
this you enter the shrubbery through a winding walk, ornamented with the 
richest vegetable productions of India and Chins, with such of those of 
Europe és thrive in that climate, On your arrival close to the house, a 
drawbridge first presents itself thrown over a moat surrounding the building 
on the Jand side, communicating with the river, from which it can be filled 
at pleasure, either for the purpose of cooling the lower apartments or that 
of defence from the sudden attacks of banditt? or rebels. This latter purpose 
of its construction will not appear very consistent with European notions of 
moder buildings, and renew our ideas of feudal jealousy, It is here, how- 
ever, 3 most useful precaution, for the want of which Colonel Martin was 
near suffering severely in a neighbouring habitation during Chiet Sing's 
rebellion, when a body of rebels drew up in front of it to attack it, and had 
he not placed two small field-pieces at his doors, joaded with grape-shot, and 
himself at the head of his servants armed, which obliged the former to retreat. 
If the fine villas on Choultry Plain, in the neighbourhood of Madras, had 
had some such protection, perhaps they would not have suffered as they did 
in the late war, from Hyder’s parties of horse. From the bridge you ascend 
by a few steps to an clegant piazza, commanding a prospect of the pleasure 
grounds, where you enter a beautiful and spacious hall of an octagon form, 
with the doors leading into the various apartments with which it is sur- 
rounded on three sides, so disposed as to admit at pleasure a free current of 
air through them from every quarter. This leads to one of the finest rooms 
in India for size, proportion and finishing, built on the arch in the river; the 
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prospect from hence over the latter, toward the Faizabad road, does not 
contain much variety, but is richly interspersed with mango groves and corn 
fields ; that of Lucknow from one of the end Windows promises a much finer 
city than on entering it exhibits, After passing through two smaller apart- 
ments, communicating with this room and the octagon hall, you descend to 
a range on a level with the river, containing baths and fountains—the latter 
so disposed as tokcep playing with advantage in the equal distribution of 
water against the windows, which, when the hot winds prevail during the 
spring months, are kept covered in the day time with frames filled with green 
brambles ; these, being kept constantly wet by the fountains, cool the wind in 
its passage into the apartments, and thereby procure a constant temperature 
within, proportioned to the strength of the wind abroad, and capacity of the 
frames to retain the water dripping. The upper apartments, with their 
terraces and turrets, are principally disposed for the purpose of sleeping in 
the open air, and recreation during the sights of the hot season. The 
observatory is well supplied with philosophical apparatus, 

There are few modern productions of arts calculated for instruction, 
that could be transported hither from Europe, but what are to be found 
amongst some of the various collections deposited bere by Colonel Martin, 
with many proofs of his own superior talents and ingenuity, to the great 
delight of the intelligent traveller and neighbouring natives, to which the 
famous Zoffanij* bore testimony when lately at this place 

We are the more happy in having it in our power to present our 
readers with the above, as this building and its contents have not a little 
contributed to impress the less-informed of the natives of that remote part 
of the country with just ideas of the superiority of European taste and 
knowledge, 


THE BUROPEAN MAGAZINE (Vol. XXXIX, Fanuary-Fune, 1801, 
PP» 349-330): 


To THe Enrror oF the “EvunorcAN MAGAZINE.” 
March 25, 1801. 


Sir, 

The Jatest dispatches from Bengal brought advice of the demise of 
Major-General Cland Martin. As an extraordinary personage who raised 
himself from the lowly situation of a private trooper to respectable rank in 
the army, as well as to a very uncommon. degree of wfwlener, a connected 
memoir of his life may prove, perhaps, neither unacceptable to your general 
readers nor to his surviving friends and companions, 


* Zoffany, 
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Claude Martin was a native of the Zyonnois, sprung from a humble 
linéage, principally employed In the more tojlsome and ordinary occupations 
of the ‘sitk-mamnufactory, the staple of that province, which first excited, 
perhaps, the mchanical propensity he afterwards displayed. Some pf his 
kindred reside at this time, if seems, i or near Zens, enabled by his 
pecuniary and (though he often complained bitterly of their megdect and of 
their inattention to him during his state of indigence) to traffic enholesale 
in the superior branches of tlaf commerce, ‘to which they could precedently 
contribute in retail only, by their manual labour, 

In his youth, but not very early, he became a-so/dier, and not long after 
was draughted into a troop of light dragoons, incorporated for the purpose 
of accompanying Count Lally to Jndia, there to form his bodyguard. | 

The Conny, though a gentleman of talents, intetligence, knowledge of the 
world, and of pre-eminent skill and gallantry in his professes, was unhappily 
cursed with an ircitation and impatience of temper, as galling to others as 
harrasing to himself, Naturally imperious and opinionated, conceited of his 
rank, and presumptuous of his descent, he, on his arvival al Pondicherry, 
utiluckily encountered persons in the administration there the wery reverse 
in every particular of himself ; Raturiers [sic] in extraction, neither estimable 
for their intellectual or practical qualifications, and destitute of all political 
enterprise + mere mercantile awfomara, in-short, devoted only to commercial 
or peculative operations ; neither of their persona or understandings could 
his arrogance, for one moment, whether in their presence or absence, suppress 
the emotions of his contempt and aversion, To that excess, indoed, did his 
antipathy extend as to impel him to erect @ gibbet in front of the Cowwei! 
House, “in-terrorem" to their deliberations: Although not actually thus 
insulting and supercilious to his own officers, numbers of whom were noblemen 
and cievaliers of distinction more illustrious than his ows; yet were they 
commanded by him with so rigid, so verefioug a discipline and authority, as 
to constrain many of them indignantly to relinquish the service and retire to 
Enrope, and the soldiers attached to them, in consequence to desert in 
numbers, a secession productive, some few years after, of his arraignment: 
and execution. . ; 

Amongst others which thus abandoned their colours was the entire apy 
that constituted the Cowsr's cavalry guard, who went off dw @ dod with their 
horses, arms and accoutrements, — ale ‘er 

They were favourably received by the Amglisk Commander-in-Chie 
almost immediately nominated by ‘him to the same confidential station: 
they had ocenpied in the French camp, and never once gave him 

occasion to repent of the generous credit he had ‘anticipated to 
them. . i 
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* Claude Martin was thet private in that very troop, and early noted 
by several officers for-his spirited activity in different rencounters, The 
Freach forces: being the same year defeated fi various engagements, 
Pondicherry surceneleting, and the Peace of Paris being proclaimed, the 
Government of Madras licensed several foreigners to enlist reetuits from the 
captured regiments for the Presidency of Fort William, ant Clayde Martin, 
cmuttenanced: by the Commander-in-Chief, raised accordingly, a company 
Of chasseurs from. the French prisoners and received a:subaltern’s commissinn 
to command them; 

Not many weeks then elapsed before this company destined for Bengal 
was embarked on board an old country vessel) called the Fatty Salaun, far tow 
decply laden, not only with salt in bulk, tut with mortars and other tage 
iron ordnance, shot, and stores taken in Poeaviicterrp. Bat she had 
scarcely procesded half way up the Bay before she sprang @ leak. and 
almost immediately foundered, A few only of the paasedgers and crew 
escaped in the ship's boats. Ofthe number saved Ausgne Martie was 
see fn exec, who after divers perils and hardships encountered on the 
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Micermn, gtd surly hry, 

Mv puAe Ste, 

Dhave jaet received yagr note of anil tnitent. 

By today's poat Fem poo a fide drecdure (ic Fooneh| by M. Octave Sachot, which comtaing all 
that § have been alle to find oul regarding the earilor carcer of the founder of the Moaninicre. 

Some three of fame pens age, af the request of 5, Sachot, | mule every pouslite enquiry yeparding 
him PE applied to the late General Broome, whi hnel made the hintcry of (heme thnes & special study, 
and 2 mearched ahpough he aneala Venting Wipe these thers The vevulln I. commemmlestel ta 
M. Sarhot, ood be hep weed ubeve ixy lile pple, 

Wlih reference to ibe senting al deseetion tom (he Freach, « crime generally ariihetesd! bo Murtin, 
ami ftom whicti M. Sachot almolves him, P may may that It id clear thet Clad Martin dlid Got betong, as 
hae been generally sapposed, to the Bodygann! which did desert, but so the Regiment of Loraine 
which daft, [fe waa, in fact, taken prisvaer. The mistake arose from the faot that there were two 
Murti ia tbe Bodyguan|, mother of whom, bowsenr, bore the name of ** Clade” | extract the 
following from & oot¢ in the Zane Aelia Miliviery Cotvendar, Wal, 1) gage 75° " Allocho others, being 
praener of war, wer eent tn Bengal, wheres omer of them engaged in the Campany'y eervice amd 
were placnd nudes M. Ctaadle Martine, thelr countepman, whe bad fumetty served tn the Regtment af 

if Wilt Fook Ubsough the Aiuual Register fr-any feted detuils on the eubject, and, abbalit $ find 
any, T alist] oot fall to-commemionte hem tu yeu. 

Beller ime, 
Venues very fvithfally, 
GH MALLESON, 

“Page 0 af vower-—Genera} Marcin’) wedal yor cotn-—19" foe obver be appears in the aniform 
of the Honoerable Bae Inca Company, ie whoee eer vige tow chd « Major (depmrrat.  Ohy the reverse are 
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Const, at length reached Cafcutta iy a very desolate plight Relief from 
Government was presently, however, administered to Aim, and his few 
surviving fortorn fellme-suffercrs, hit intmediate wants supplied and his future 
ones provided for, by placing him as cornet in a squadron of covadry. In that 
capacity he continued, till by advancing in regular succession, he at length 
obtained 2 company of infantry» when being conversant in sareeping, he was 
selected to trace and to delineate some of the Worth-Farr Districts of Bengal. 
He remained tints engaged fir some years till, being directed to assist i 
surveying the Province of Onde, he fixed his principal residence at the wapital, 
Lucknow, where displaying singular ingenuity and versatility of contrivance 
in the casting of cannon, constracting of carriages, fabrication of arms, 
manifacttiring powder and sundry other mechanical processes, the Vicir 
solicited, and obtained pertnission for him, from the Governor and Counell, 
to superintend his artillery, armoury anit arsenal. 

Yet notwithstanding 80 mechanically disposed, Captain Martin was by 
no means principled in setemce or cotiversant in erudition. Pure abstrael 
mathematics constituted no past of his studies or pursuits: but merely as 
an intitator, there were tew engines or models of machines, indeed, which he 
could not empirically fabricate, either from inspection or some perspicuous 
descriptions of them. When embarrassed, however, by any mulitiform 
involution of parts or complexity of structure, the superior perceptive 
intelligence and geometrical information of his two intimate fiends and 


cre —— i A 
ites in Persian almout a¢ high-soanding as some uf those conferret an Lond Clive, Lond Lake, and 
others by the Groat Mogal 

“ Uistinguiitied Noble, Honoured Lord, Sword of the Constry, General Chuide Mattiy Habadur, 
mighty in Matite,” the state given being in Wijex t211, cderespanting is AD cpg6. 

These medats, which are in all respects ile coins, mony S21! be seen in gold and allver and copper. 
A“ complets caining machine” was advertised in the Celie Cavett, 18th December ) Boo, as being 
for mle aanongat General Martin's eflects. 

Page th af comer Malu General Claude Marin, son 025 cooper af Lyons, was bort im 37361 
embarked fot India wa private soldier ix the Frenuh Arey in 4751, and alterwarts anced wndct Count 
Lally de Tollenda! i the Regiment of Lotraine, one of (tit hansen of the \timave regiments ander Lalip, 
This gallant regiment wes irae to its alt, und sock to tts cclucrs from fine 1 tan, right down w the 
faal capcure of Fondicherty by Sit Eyre Coote in 1761, At the contemporary Nktoriay (Ormeh, 
wpeaking of that purrentes, saps j— 

‘The Grenadiers of Lorraine and Tally... from thels first tanding, throughost all the 
services of the Gold und nll che distresaes of the blotkada, not & tno of hem had ever Aevetted toibe 
thou of the Gta of wer whith might hava been his own,” td aa 

When the struggle between ihe Engh and ihe French ended, “1M, Clade Mastin, who hud 
formerly served in the Leawaine Regiment, reecived s commission a1 Enaign (1764) in the Army of 
the Honourable East India Company, wiputating that hewhowld never be required to fight againit the 
French. He remained an Officer 1» the day of his death—izih Sepcember 4$00—and ‘rendesed the 


Company excellent service in bie With be founded the Aturtinives 
rou tam aay oe By he founded and sudowed 
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constant associates, Colom! Peller and Le Pere Wendel, a German ex-Jesutt, 
were of eminent utility to him. 

From this:period may be dated the commencement of Captain Martin's 
unremitted prosperity: 

Is order to exswre his continuance at Lwcknory, the ultimate aime of all 
lis purposes, he judiciously proposed to the Conmerl a¢ Calcutta falways 
(ike their masters, i the extremes of viggardly parstnrony ay prodigal profusion) 
te relinqnish his title to further-puy and affewamces from the Basi Jndia 
Company. Thereimissinn was sondiely accepted, and orn that express condition, 
his-establishment at Lactwew, became confirmed, 

During all the-succeeding-revolutions and changes, both in the VZsir’s 
and in the Ewg/ich aiministrations, the real duaffected good nature and 
obliging condescending deportment of Captain Martin, conspicuous ina 
thousand little grateful assiduities, conciliated the goodwill of individuals 
of every distinction, To gentlemen in opposition, as well ns to those in 
Power, he continually transmitted seed articles of natural history, titerature, 
antiqaity and manufacture, ar mit heiwy costly enomyh to offend the punetilives 
deligagy of carnixtical scruples, ot corrcientions integrity, yet from their curious 
wets anit scarcity could mot but prove highly accepfad/es and to their Jadies, 
what Is defined to be the esseace of am elegant present, rarities that cannot 
be purchased for money, rior—1 had almost said—for foo itself Nor 
was a refresher now and then wanting to his Wfustrions patrons to revive 
their memorials of him. Te shés ixtent was ransacked the remotest 
tracts of Cashantre, Napan!, Candahor ami other regions, from the 
frontiers of Gude to the confines of Turtary, which by means of his 
agents, Carkifi Missionaries, Hinds Merchants, Mussulman Caraoans 
and his own immediate agents, became the extensive circles of bis 
perpetual research, Persien lwotses, ¢imines, sables, shawls, finest Hnens, 
tissues, feathers, atah, pictures, illuminated manuscripts, medals, coins 
and gems were accardingly collected, for his selection, from every quarter, 
encouragingly purchased, awl they liberally distributed by him, for the 
undeviatieg purpose of retaining his sitwatiom with the Visir. 

To every recommendation also, either from his civil or his. military 
connections, was he peculiarly attentive—his house, table and services 
being the receptacle, the accommodation and the auxiliary of every gentleman 
provided with those amicable credential« 

Nor to support an expetne s0 considerable were his means incommen- 
surate, From the Vistr he received Avnourudie allowance, exclusive of 
emoluments accruing from the provision of stores and materials for hiy 
magaaines and works The confideice and patronage of the Afinisters was 
productive also of pecuniary advantages to him ; for though not after seen 
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at the Darhar, nor ostensiély confederate in their councils, they seldom 
failed to advise with him on every political procedure, whether foreign or 
internal; the emissarics of the Court, usually repairing to his house, fucogusle 
during an evening, to discuss the measures in contemplation, Furnishing. 
the Vierr from Calcutta with all kinds of choice and valuable productions 
of Lurvopean invention or manufacture, was another and not inconsierable 
source of profit to him; and still farther benefits resulted to his fortune from: 
4 reputable credit established amungst the shroffs and merchaits both in 
Oude and the contiguous provinces: so that few pudlic foaasor other faecal 
speculations were adopted, independently of his concurrence and partici- 
pation ; the capitals whereof were ascertained to the creditors by the security 
of landed property with an daferest of not less than 42 per cent. To which 
may be added accessions of gain from private furtnerships with natives as 
well as foreign traders, in the transport of ugar, cloths, indigo, grain, etc, 
ttc, to Bengal from the upper provinces. 

The greatest increase of wealth, however, was derived to bim from 
quantities of pledges or deposits; of all sorts of sumptuous, splendid and 
precious commodities confided to bis care, in times of alarm, commotion, 
distress, or of impending danger, by persons of every description and deno- 
mination, as the safest preservative for their property under an oppressive 
unsettled Government they could, on the instant ant unpremeditatedly, 
devise. For this protection, adeguate consideration from the parties was, of 
course, winderstoed whilst a portion of the articles themselves were, perhaps, 
never afterwards reclaimed or redeemed, 

In this career of Aowrly accumulation did he pasa about twenty-five 
yeara of his life. 

During the infancy of their military institutions, the East India Company 
had interdicted the rank of Field Officer to aliens or foreigners. By. inter. 
cessian of numerous friends, this 4ar to advancement was, however, suspended 
in favour of Captain Martin, whvw, in cdisequence, succeeded progressively 
to the degrees of Mafir and of Litatemant-Colonel, uniier the premistd 
restrictive stipulation respecting his appointments, 

Upon the infraction of the Mpsore treaties in 1792, Liéeutemant-Colunel 
Martin presented the ust India Company, at dis private expense, with as 
many horses as served to mount a troup of cavalry, proffering at the same 
time Aix own services curing the war in the Carnatic, The demation was 
accepted, and his public spirit first rewarded with the commission of /ud/ 
Colonel, and, when the Provincial officers became entitled to brevets from 
his Majesty, with the rank of Major-General, 

After this promotion, declining into the vale of years, he exhausted his 
leisure between Lucknow and a vila on 4 pleasant spot about fifty miles from 
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thence, situated on a high bank of the Ganges, and surrounded by a domain 
of about eight miles in compass much resembling an Anglish Park or chace, 

Some years preceding his retirement from active service, he had constric- 
ted a spacious and lofty house on the borders of the Goonrtye (or Mceander) 
wherein there was nothing of taved except doors-and window frames. Elliptic 
arches of masonry vaulted the callings and stucco terraced all the floors. The 
basement story, comprising two kinda of srevs On recesses, within the banks of 
the river, wes level with its surface, when at its extreme decrease ; and within 
the Jomest of these retreats did be dwell, till the annual floods swelling the 
stream, constraitied him to ascend to the soend geetio, and then again to 
a third apartment, till the highest clovation of the waters raised him to the 
ground floor; so that be remained perfectly wol and vomforiable during the 
entire inclemency of the sedctitial heats and perivdical raius, A band- 
some saloon, elevated on arcades projecting over the exrrent, and forming 
a piessa to the two ixferive evils, accommodated him in the spring and 
winter seasons. Two more upper stories contained a mursanye crowned 
with an excellent véserrefery replete with an astronemical set of instra- 
ments, exceeded by very few In Faroge, usiparalleled in Asia. To thie 
mansion appertained, also, an exteasite garden, cultivated not only with 
trees, shrubs and flowers but with many species of excelient grain and pulse 
although the Genera/ had tittle knowledge, probably, of the terms of Crypts 
gamia, grnandris, or masculine ladics,ot of plants being crossed te dave, like 
the oyster of the critic, or of thelr cuckolding their paramours, like the Nigella, 
or Devil in @ Bask, and the Colinsouia of the sexual system. 

Within the precincts of his artillery yard was erected a Storm engine, 
sent from England > and We even fabricated dadZoons, however uninstracted 
in the nucxdnlary of gases, whether of Aydrogen, axrgen, weplite, azote or 
carhen » of unacquainted with colortc, phlogistonr and all the gibberish of 
chemical mamenclatare, ever fluctuating and perpetually changeable, ia 
consequence cither of recent discovers of detected errors, When he had 
exhibited his first small daloow, the Vratr requested he wouid prepare 
one capacious enough ty carry up twenty men The Gearral represented 
to his Eaveliengy the hazard of such an experiment to the lives of the 
aévial yoyagers, wher he hastily replied, "Give yourself no concern 
i lita Do you make the da/foga, and I'll make them go up, T warrant 


aisle ercisauet the year 1798, the Guetral expressed an inclination 
to return to Ewrofe and wrote to a friend for advice on this intention. In 
answer, his friend beggel te know, where he could exist so happily and 
securely at in hie present situation ? Already possessed. of fine estates, 
comfortable habitations, delightful gardens, handsome-equipages, feild sports 


286 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 


innumerable, an excellent stud, a amusing antl instructive library, philo- 
sopihica) apparatus, sociable and agreeable companions, lovely women, choicest 
wines, delicions froits, festal garlands, fragrance in profusion, with a luxuniance 
of delicacies for convivial entertainment (" chere extieré " In short); in what part 
of the world could he experience more ampie gratifiattions ant -enjuyments ? 
His correspondent represented to him, at the same lime, the wildness uf the 
times, ancient principles and opinions being all afloat, the ineecurity of every 
part of Emroape, and one State alone in the known world. that of the Amnerican 
Confederation, affording personal satictiary or tefnge for mencable property ; 
and he described France, Spain, Austria, Holland, Prussia, Hungary, Sweden, 
Denmark, the Palatinates, Russia, Italy, Switzerland and all the himuxatic 
towns and imperial cities of Germany, so cohensiod, and so exceedingly 
disarranged in their finances, (hal thirty years of undisturbed repose would at 
least be required before they could any of them, even with the sérictert 
économy, diminish their taxes, or reduce so much of their matiomal debts as 
might prove competent to rénder their fads efficiently resfrasie to the 
propriciors, 

Amongst his latest avocations, the Genera/ amused himself with designing 
a stronghold, or rather castle, similar to those of the Paramount Lords, the 
Seizeurs and Barons of the age of chivalry, Beneath the Aatlements were 
casements, secured by massive iron doors and gratings thickly wrought. 
Every éedgemen? within the walls was substantially arched and barred, and al 
their roofs rendered completely domé prog, Around the eatle was excavated 
a wide and deep mga? fortified without by sfocdades, in a covert way, and 
barricaded within by works, rendered impregnable to: sudden insult from any 
Asiatee Power, Within this Fortress, though not entirely finished at the time 
of his decease, he has desired to be interred. 

A few more unconnected incidents closes this narrative, For some years 
after he kept house at Lackwow, his fadle (to which, however, strangers aswell 
as aquainiances were always welcome) was served in a careless slovenly 
manner, and with most abominable viamds more resembling the grees and 
yellow dinners of a Spanish or Porteguest Ambassador, or the ordinaties of 
French ot fialian “ tables d'idte” than Use eat comiortable repasts of an 
English Ojteer. Latterly, however, his economy expanded inte a more decent. 
and select expenditure, sparing oo cost in provisions, or in cooks to prepare 
them for the entertainment of his guests, 

Notwithstanding his long residence with the English, he acquired the 
language but very imperfectly; yet would he scarcely ever refrain from 
allampting to converse in English auch as # gous, or to write it still worm 
even to those whom he wed knew both spoke and wrote in French with 
correctocss and fiuency, 
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From leading a life at Lucknow more sedewtary than heretofore, and from 
discontinuance of exercise on horseback, he became sensibly attacked with 
mephritic paroxysms, Ofhis reduction af one stone by means of an exceeding 
fine, slender, steel flr rounded off at the top and the edges and introd\ced 
through a catheter, into the dadider, he is said to have transmitted the parti- 
culars to some Medial Society in Londen. Surgeons in England, deny we are 
told, the possibility of such an operation without inducing « mortification of the 
parts, or exempt from spasms productive of immediate dissolution, although 
the fact is not lightly attested, jt seems, by professional gentlemen in Benga}, 
who superintended the process, the agonies he endured from it, and the 
discharge of the gravelly and sandy concretions. 

Amongst other dadwab/e treasures, he possessed 4 circular pind diamond 
something broader than a Aalf guineas of the purest lustre; the most prilacid, 
brilliant and ferfeet fewel, pechaps in the world, uniting in itself the heauties 
of the rudy and the adamant, When placed ii the comer of a black hat, or 
rubbed against any rough woollen cloth, within a darkened mom, wind 
scintiliations of light were evidentiy discernible from it. 

What may be the amount of his considerable fortune is wot yet, I believe, 
precisely ascertained, though if computed by the opportunities he had of 
acquirement for such a series of years, {t must be great ixderd. Report 
assigns a principal portion of it to have been bequeathed for the support of 
Charitable Institutions and Endowments, but improvidently consigned to the 
management of Private Trusters, instead of being committed to the conduct 
of some fmmutable establishinent, suchas the Great Officers of State, or some 
Permanent Corporation. Nested in private assignment, few are the pinus 
mortmain benefactions, after the expiration of a few years, dispensed accord. 
ing to the will and éutentions of the festaters, 


I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
TRINURYA 





Some Notes Relative to (Places of 
Distorical Interest in the 
‘Busts District. 





covering An ares of only 1,191 square miles, is historically 
the most Interesting in the provitice, Its story does not run 

back to timé immemorial, as does that of some Indian 

districts. Its early history is comprised in a few references 
to Satgaon, which was for long the most important town in 
Bengal, Hut Satgacu fs so old that littl remains to show the moder visitor 
the site of the ancient city which fourished on the river Saraswati nearly two, 
thousand years ago. 

About the middle of the fourteenth century the Musalmans conquered 
Bengal, but the date is by no means certain. About A.D. 1340, Shah Safi 
gained 3 great victory over the Hinds Raja of Pandua, in commemoration 
of which was erected the Pandan Minar, enid to be the oldest. building in 
Bengal; though no one would think so to Ioak at it, for, since it was 
thoroughly repaired by the Public Works Department in the first three 
months of 1907: it looks brand new. 

The historical Interest of Hughli district is entirely European, and dates 
back only three or four centuries Here, on the banks of the Bhagirathi, 
within s few miles of each other, six European nations, Portuguese, Dutch, 
English, French, Danes and Flemnings, founded settlements and struggled 
with cach other, first for trade and then for empire. The first comers 
were the Portuguese, who visited Bengal for the first time about 1513 and 
begati to frequent the Hughii river as tratlersaboutts30. But Portugal was 
already, even at this time, a decaying power, and the Portuguese never 
recovered from the capture of their fort by Kasin: Khan, under the orders of 
Shab Jahan, in 1632, The Dutch came next, almost immediately after the 
ruin of the lortuguese power, ity 1632. ‘Phe English first settled at Hughti 
about 1651, the French at Chandernagar about 1676, the Danes about 1699 
at Gondalpara in the southern portion of what is now the French territory, 
a place still sometimes called Danomardanga It was not for another half- 
century that the Danes occupied Serampore, 1755, The Ostend Company 





PLACES OF INTEREST iN HUGHLI DISTRICT, 239 





(Flemings) had a brief but disastrous history in Bengal, their settlement at 
Banki Bazar, the modern Garulis, on the east bank of the river, being 
ocenpied only for about ten years, 1723 to 1733. 

The name Hughii ie said to have been bestowed upon the town on 
account of the large quantity of reeds, Aay/e ( cette), which ased to line the 
river banks at this place, These reeds may still be seen here and there, 
but are by no means a prominent feature of the landscape now. The river 
takes its name from the tows, not pice versd. The real name of the river is, 
of course, the Bhagirathi ; but it gradually came to be known to the early 
voyagers as the Hughll river, or river of Hughli, s2., the river on which the 
town of Hughli stands 

Lintil quite recent times the spelling of Indian proper names, of persons 
or places, was very much a matter of persortal choice, and the variations of 
spelling the name Hughli to be found in different old works are mumerous. 

The following are some which I bave noted from time to time — 


Ogouli »» Bernier, p. 439. 
Ougly « Delestre, p, 133, 
Gollye ... Ih @ letter from Robert Hughes and John Parker, 


at Patna, ta the East India Co., November 3oth, 
1620, (Foster's English Factories in Lndin, 
1613-1621, p, 213.) 


Huygly a Fryer, Travels, p, 38 (published 1698) 

Hugly . 

Hughicy 

Hughly Various old documents, quoted in the notes to 

Hukely Colonel Yule’s edition of edges’ Diary, 

Hukley 

Howgly 

Hewghly 

Hughly w» Hasnilton, beginning of 18th century. 

Houghley .. {ves, middle of 18th century. 

Hougly ww. =Stavorinus, latter part of 18th century, 

Hougl Warren Hastings’ letter of 3rd November 1772, 
y quoted in Hunter's Annals of Rural Bengal, 

Henny i 395 

Hughley } Sir Philip Francis, 1779. (Bustecd's Zcioes of Old 

Hughely Caleutta.) 

Hooghley .., Proceedings of Council of 2oth November 1763, 

quoted in Long's Selections. 


Hugeli wu. Ratph Fitch, 1585-86, in AHakdynt's Travels. 


290 BENGAL» PAST & PRESENT. 


Goli . Map in M.S, of Father Montserrat, S.J, 1591, in 
St Paul's Cathedral Library. (Bengal: Past 
and Present, April 1908, p. 184): 

Finally the spelling of the name settled down as Hooghly. This, 
transliterated,-according to the Hunterian system, becomes Hughli Hunter 
himself omits the second H as superflncus (vehich it is) and writes Hugii. 

While there is much of historical interest in the. district, most of the 
places of interest are not anly well known, but-easy of access, by rail, road, 
or river, Such places are-—Pandua, with the Minar, within a mile of the 
EER. 

Satgaon, on Grand Trtink Road, about mile 30-31. 

Tribeni, on river ; sacred temple (a very poor building) and borning ghat, 
the tomb of Zafar Khan Ghazi, about a quarter of a mile south, and a 
mosque behind the tomb, 

Bansbaria, palace, and temple of Hamsesvari. 

Hughli, The Imambara, 

Bandel, the oldest Church in Bengal, 

Chinsura, Dutch and Armenian Churches, College, Dutch Governor’y 
house, and other old houses, and Cemetery, 

Chandarnagar, Church and Cemetery. 

Ghireti, Cemetery, and ruins of French Governor's country house, 

Serampur, Danish Church, College and Cemeteries, with their memories 
of the Serampur missionaries. 

Tarakeswar, sacred place of pilgrimage on E.LR- 

Even. in these places, however, much that would have been of great 
interest has gone for ever. The English never had any regular fort at 
Hoghii; it waa not until they built Fort William that they had a real place 
of defence. But the Mognl Fort at Hughli, the Dutch Fort Gustavas at 
Chinsurah, and the French Fort Orleans at Chandarnagar, have vanished. 
The Mogul and Dutch forts were deliberately destroyed and their ruins 
utilised to make roads, All of these places enumerated above are well known, 
and many of them have been visited by the Society, It would serve no 
purpose to say more about them now, But it may be of interest to give some 
description of some other places, of less importance, no doubt, but less well 
known and less accessible, 

The following notes contain descriptions of the Old Benares Road -— 

The Semaphore towers. 

The Bhitargarh, orinner fort, in Goghat thana. 

The Kishannagar temples near Khanakol, 

The Narayanpur temple near Khanaku). 

Ranjit Rai's tank, 
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The Old Benares Road, also known formerly as Aholya Ba? read, once 
‘the most Important road in Bengal, and the only means of land. commu- 
nication between Calcutts and the Upper Provinces, ‘This road starts from 
Howrah, enters the Hughli district-at Devipara, and passes’ from Hughii into 
Bankura at Khatul, clever) miles north-west of Arambagh, [ts length in 
Hughii district is 49 miles, 7 farlongs, 105 yards, or just tiy yards jess than 
fifty miles. For the first sixteen miles the Mowrah-Sheakhala Steam 
Tramway runs along the cide of the road, 

_A.good deal of historical information, taken from official, records, may 
be found in Toynbee's "Sketch of the Administration of the Hooghly District 
from 1795 to 1845," 4 book which contains much interesting matter about 
the carly history of the district, Toynbee states (pp 111-112) that this 
road, as the-most direct route to the Upper Provinces, was the frst road 
whose maintenance was taken in hand by Government, towards the end of 
the eighteenth century, It was. then called the New Military Road. In 
1797 Licutenant Ranken wes In charge of the road, in ¢816 Lieutenant 
AV. D. Playfaiz, who remained in charge until May 1828, rizing to the rank 
of Major. in the. interval. In May 1828 the road was made over to the 
Magistrate of Mughl. Sir Frederick Halliday, who held that post in 1840, 
Teported to the Government that every year large sums of money were 
wasted in piling earthwork on this road, earth which was washed away 
regularly every year by. the floods of the Damudar river during the-rains, 

He wrote “where well secured and strongly piled duds cannot be 
resorted to, the best road fs that which tloes wey rise above the level of the sur- 
rounding country." He stopped all work upomthe road, which was now of 
muchiless importance than formerly, as the Grand Trunk Road, begun ity roy, 
had by 1839 made considerable progress, and since 1529 the troops marching 
had begun to use it in preference to the Old Benares Road, 

About the same time, bowever, Colotiel Ouseley, Ageitt to the Governor. 
General for the South-West Frontier, called attetition to the importance. of 
the toad 45-4 means of communication with his agency, writing —* The now 
‘Opening trade with Chota Nagpore and the whole of the South-West 
Agency in indigo, oilseeds, skins, and other jungle productions is brought 
along this: fine." The road which Ted to the South-West Agency is 
sometimes called the “ ‘Old Nagpur Road ;" it leaves the Old Benares Road 

on the west bank of the Dwarkeswar river, on the east bank of which 
a the town. of Arambagh, formerly Juhanobad, the headquarters 
of the subdivision, and :passes out of Mughli district inte Midnapur, at 
Titalmari, 17 miles west of Arambagh. 

In 1837 the Old Benares Road is described a» being a melaneloly picture 
of the effects of neglect, but still crowded with foot patsengers and pack 
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bullocks, Out of $6 bridges, some of which must have cost from twenty-five. 
to thirty thousand rupees each, only 32 were still standing in 1837, and they 
wert fast falling into niin. The rest-houses were dropping to pleces and 
their furniture stolen. By 1840 the troops had finally abandoned the road, 
and the parts liable to flood had fallen to the condition of an ordinary fair- 
weather track, Toynbee writes: “It is truly lamentable to think of the 
immense sums of money that must have Deen wasted on this road before 
it was discovered that to make # raised road across the flood spill of a 
country sufficient waterway must be allowed. The samt experience was 
bought at the same cost in many other parts of the country, notably on the 
Grand Trink Road betweer Midnapur and Cuttack.” 

The following description of the road is taken from an official report by 
myself The date was 20th December 1900, after the road had been more 
or less put im order after the floods of the rainy season, ie, after diversions 
had been made at the chief breaches, and steep slopes smoothed off at some 
of the numerous khals which the road crosses. 

“ Forded the Damudar, banks sloping on east, steep on west, about two 
feet of water under western bank, The 33rd milestone is on the cast bank of the 
Damudar. First mile, 33-34, road bunded and fairly good. Second mile, 
34-35, road still bunded, but four large breaches and ruins of two pakka bridges, 
one large and one small, From 35th to goth mile road very sandy, almostall 
one large area of spill water, Third mile, 35-36, crossed two large sandy 
tiver beds, both dry now. The 37th milestone is alittle cast of the Muneswari 
river. In 38th mile crossed Muncswari river, 20 yards wide, girth deep, a 
small beat for foot passengers. On its west bank a village, Harinkola, 
surrounded by a bund. The next half mile almost all spill channel, 
crossed one small riverbed and four larger ones, a foot of water inone. About 
39th mile a large spill channel with a lew inches of water in it; a lange broken 
pakka bridge here. In. 39-q0th mile two pakka bridges standing, but road 
broken away on each side. At 4oth mile reached Mayapur village.” 

I have ridden along this road many atime since 1900; it still remains in 
much the same condition as then, and is likely to do so. It has now been 
recognised that it is uscless trying to keep up a good road crossing the apil! 
channels of the Damudar at right angles, All that can be done is to 
patch up the worst places after the floods subside, and put up temporary 
bamboo bridges at ane or two of the worst crossings ; recognising that the 
work must be repeated yearly and that the road cannot be kept up through 
the rains, Such repairs were well carried out in the early cold weather of 
1907-03, and in February 1908 the road was in better condition than I had 
ever seen it before. Strings of pack bullocks and long lines of Soot passengers 
may still be seen, at the best a bullock cart gets along the road with difficulty. 
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On 28th April 1904 I saw the Damudar at the ford at Pursura on the Old 
Benares Road quite dry. Almost all the water of the Damudar now leaves 
the bed of that river through the Begua Mohana breach, on its western embank- 
ment, and passes down the Muneswari river, On 2th February 1908 the 
Damudar at Pursura was some few yards broad and not over a foot deep, while 
the Muneswari was in heavy flood, some seventy or eighty yards broad and 
ten to twelve feet deep. It had been in flood, 1 was told, for four days, and 
it bad not fallen mach when | recrossed it, on my returm, on 16th February. 

The Semaphore Towers—in 1$i8 the Government of India started 
a Semaphore telegraph system, which was to be carried from Calcutta to 
Benares, like the series then in existence from Portsmouth to London. In 
1821 Lieutenant Weston was at work, building the towers required for the 
purpose in Hughii district. He was succeeded in 1825 by Captain Playfair, 
probably the same officer who was in charge of the Old Benares Road, who 
appears to have finished the towers. The experiment was never carried to a 
conclusion, and was abandoned abaut 1830, Of course the introduction of 
electric telegraphy would have rendered the semaphore towers useless had 
the line ever been completed. How many of these towers were built I can- 
not say, There are still standing two in Howrah district, four in Hughif and 
seven in Bankura; the fourteenth, if it was ever built, would be in Manbhum. 
The first semaphore station would of course be Fort William. The first six 
towers are at regular intervals of about cight miles, and are exactly in 
a straight line, except that the first, Mohiari, is a little south of such a line. 
The first six towers stand at the following places — 

4, Mohiari, 8 miles north-west of Calcutta. 

2. Borgachi, $ miles north-west of Mohiari. 

3, Dilakhas, 4 miles south-west of Kristonagar. 

4. Hajathpor, 7 to $ miles north of Khanakul,on east bank of Moueswari 
river, opposite its junction with the Dwarkeswar Kane Nadi. 

5. Mubarakpur, 5 miles south of Arambagh, on cast bank of Dwarkeswar. 

6 Navasan, one mile north-west of Goghat, half a mile north of Nagpur 
road. 
at the following places—{1) Peno,(2) Pursotampur, 3) Tantipokhurin the 
Bishenpur jungle, (4) Ramsagar, (5) Chandrakona, (6) Bankura, (7) Chatra. 

The towers are round, built with four storeys or tiers, and are about sixty 
feet in height. No vestige of a stair remains in any of those which I have 
seen, Haiathpur, Mubarakpor, and Navasan. The tower at Haiathpur is now 
on the very brink of the Muneswari river, which seems to have cut away the 
bank ut this place during the last few years, and | should think # would 
probably {all before many other rainy seasont pass, 
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The Great Trigonometrical Survey was begua in Hughli district in 1850, 
suspended in June 1831, and started again in March 1832. Great opposition, 
both active and passive, was experienced from the people, and the work was 
not finished wotil 1845. There were eight survey stations.in the: district, 
The old semaphore towers of Dilakhas and Mubarakpur were utilised as two 
and the roof of the Hughli College asa third, For the other five, towers were 
built, about fifty feet high, at the foliowing places: (1) Aknapur, three miles 
north-east of Tarakeswar, (2) Bhola, half-way between Nalikul and Singur on. 
the Tarakeswar Branch Railway, and within a few yards of the railway on 
its north side, (3) Sathan, a mile south-east of Dwarbasini station; Boga, 
five miles north of Naya Sarai, and (5) Niala, three miles north-east of 
Bainchi.. This last tower fell in the earthquake of 1885. 

The semaphore towers arc round, the survey towers square, I cannot 
give any accurate measurements of either, but the former look much the 
larger of the two, both in heigitt and diameter. 

The Bétargerh, or Inner Fort, is the name of an old ruined fortifica- 
tion, on the tight or south-west bank of the Amudar or Amudwara river, 
little to the east of the 14-15th mile of the Burdwan-Midnapur road. Tt ts 
situated in Goghat thana, some three miles west and a little south of Goghat 

This is one of the most inaccessible comers. of the province, Goghat is 
the most westerly thana of the Arambagh or Jahanabad subdivision of the 
Hughli district, The Bhitargarh is, by read, some ten miles west anda 
little south of Arambagh village; by a short cut the distance can be reduced 
to about eight miles) Arambagh Itself is sixteen miles in a direct [ne from 
Tarakeswar, the nearest railway station; and 24 miles-from Haripal, on the 
Tarakeswar branch of the E.LK., the nearest railway station with which it is 
connected by road. It is about thirty miles from the Burdwan railway 
station, the road being good all the way, except for some two miles at the 
Damudar crossing, about theee miles suyth of Burdwat. The Burdwatt- 
Midnapur road is the same as that from Burdwan to Arambagh, as far as 
Wechalan, sixteen miles from Burdwan, where tt branches off to the south-west. 

The miles on this road are measured from Uchalan} and, a. the 
Bhitargarh is on the 14-15th mile, it is fully thirty miles from Burdwan. From 
Midnapur it would be some forty miles distant, All these roads, except 
that from Burdwan to Arambagh, are "kacha,” of unmetalled, thotigh in 
‘better condition last season than | have ever seen them before. tr will be 
seon, however, that access to the Bhitargarh b jot exactly easy, 

The ruined fort may be described as follows. An earthen ramp, some ten 
1o fifteen feet high, encloses a space of about five hundred yardy square, 
roughly quadrangular, with the corsiera rounded off. ‘The river Amudwars 
enters this space at the northern corher of the ramp and flows across it, passing 
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gut at a gap in the eastern side, near its southend. The south-eastem 
corner of the quadrangle shows a distinct bulge outwards to the south-cast 
the reason for which is not apparent. 

On the right or south-west bank of the river stand the ruins of the "inner 
fort” or Bhitargarh, These ruins consist of a mound gome two hundred 
yards square and I should! think thirty to forty feet high inthe centre. More 
or lesa al) round, this mourd, lit specially on the northern (river) and 
southem face, may be seen traces of a wall, built of laterite blocks below, 
brick above, The sides of the mound are overgrown with jungle, both tree 
and scrub; so thick, that it is difficult to get through. The top Is more open, 
though i alan ie coveri, with trees. The whole mound apparently consists 
of broken brick, more on less, but no trace of any definite building, even in 
ruins, is visible, except a Musalmain tamb on the highest point. 

This tomb consists of three terraces, 16 paces long from north to. south, 
twelve from cast to west, and each about two feet high. They are built of 
old stones, and apparently have been patched up from time to time, On 
the highest terrace is the tomb itself, same six feet long anc three feet high. 
A yard from its northern end is a small brick pillar, with a niche fn it for a. 
lamp. There were many clay horses round the tomb, mostly very small 
coarse clay images, but one quite artistic and much larger. 

The space between the northern ramp and river is high grass land: 
The rest of the enclosure is mostly cultivated as rice fields, except its southern 
end, which isa swamp. 

Just outside the Southern ramp lice a long marrow tank, which probably 
Was ONCE & Moat. 

From the southarn end of the outer ramp projects a second fortification, 
about $00 yards long from south to north and 500 broad, with a high mound 
at its south-west angle; this mound consists mostly of masses of roughly 
cut laterite, and mut have beer a strotig bastion, 

| am not aware of any history of this fort. It is said to have beer onc 
of the forts ueed as defences against the incursions: of the Mahrattas, but 
probably it existed long before the seventeenth century, The tomb on the 
top is comparatively modern, and mast have been built after the fort itself 
had fallen into ruins. 

The situation is well chosen for defence against an enemy armed only 
with bows and arrows or even early firearms, Even if the outer ramp were 
taken, the garrison of the inmer fort were sure of a waterssupply from a river 
which does not run dry during the hot weather, washing the northern walls of 
the fort. 

The ramp of the outer fort is now only some ten to fifteen feet high, 
and presents an easy slope on both inner and outer sides. Cavalry could 
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ride over It; Indeed, it would sem hardly check them in a gallop, But this 
is after the rains of a century at least, probably much longer, have acted 
onit. tn the days when the ruin was a fortress it waa probably much higher 
and steeper, 
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This fort is the scene of the story’“ Durgesa Nandini,” by the celebrated 
Bengali novelist, Bankim Chandra Chatteries, who was Subdiyistonal Officer 
Of Jahanabad about twenty years ago. 

A litthe north of the northern ramp lie the ruins of Gar Mandaran, These 
consist of large mounds, fifteen to twenty feet high, cavering a space of about 
halla mile square, A poor modern village covers part of this area. On one ofthe 
mounds, towards the south, stands a mosque, of no particularantiquity or interest. 

Krishanmagor (reilly Krishnayagar) ja a fair sized village on the west 
bank of the Muneswari River, wher: the Mayapar-Khanatkual road meets the 
river, ebout two miles north of Khanakul, There is 2 very fine group of 
temples here, at the south end of the village, on the river bank ; one large tem- 
ple with about a dozen smaller ones; They are dedicated to Krishna, uncle 
the name of Gopinath (Lord of Cowherdesses) At Khanakul itself there is 
a fair sized temple of Shiva, under the name of Ghanteswar, on the bank of 
the Muneswari, This temple appears to be in some danger of being undey- 
mined by the river, | 

Nerayanper ia & very ema!) village on the north bank of the Dwarkeswar 
Kana Nadi and east bank of the Muneswari, just above their junction, oppo- 
site the Haiathpur Tower. | had sever seen or indesd heard of this village 
until T yisiled it, inspecting vaccination, on tath February 1908. In a thicker 
of jangle, on the bank of the Muneswari, at the north-east comer of the vil- 
lage, stands rather a line old temple, Over the doorway, which faces south, 
are moulted bricks, with figures of men and animals in very good preserva» 
tion, They appeared tome to be better than those in the old temple at 
Bansbaria ; on the other hand, they are probably not nearly so old, Ail that] 
could ascertain locully about this temple was thatit had been built and 
dedicated to Saligram, a very long time ago, by a man who had no heirs. 
Whit is meant by Saligram | do not know. A native subordinate official. 
who was with me told me that Saligram was an incarnation of Vishnu, but 
this is certainly not correct. The Shalgrama is a black ammonite, regarded 
as sacred by the worshippers of Vishnu, But the Shalgrama does not seem 
to be a likely object of dedication of atemple, In spite of the absence of 
information about the origin and history of this temple, |) should think 
though it is now falling into ruins, that it is probably not very old, perhaps 
not more than a-century or so: 

Ranjit Rais Tank ts « very fine tank whick lies about three miles south- 
cast of Arambagh, on the 1-2 mile of the Arambagh-Arandi Road, on the 
south-west of the road. Thestank is about 250 yards square, its banks 
stand some twelve feet above the road, 

The following legend in connection with this tank, was related to me 
some years ago, by Assistant Surgeon Syam Birod Das Gupta, then of 
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Arambagh. Ranjit Rai was a wealthy Zemindar, called by courtesy Raja, 
who lived fu the village of Garhbhari, north of the Old Benares Road, about a 
mile east of Arambagh. He was a devoted worshipper of the goddess 
Durga, who on one occasion played the part of his daughter to show her appre- 
ciation of his deyotion.. On the morning of the day of the Barun festival 
(the thirteenth day of the moon in April), « Séanédori or eller of conch 
shell ornaments, while passing the tank now known as Ranjit Rai’s Tank, 
went down to the tank to get a drink of water, At the gaa le saw a beauti- 
ful maiden bathing, who enquired who he was. On hearing that he was 4 
Shankhari, she asked whether he had a parr of Shantsag, or shell bracelets, 
which woold suit her, He said that he had such a pair, but that they were 
expensive, their-price being five rapees.. The girl came out of the tank and. 
asked him to put the bracelets on ler wrists. She was pleased with them, 
and said that sie would keep them, adding that she had no money with her, 
but that if he would go to her father, Ranjit Ral, he would pay for them, 
She further told the Séseé4ary to tell her father that he would find, ity the 
room facing. south, a small box of hers with five rupees in it; and added 
that, if her father made any demur to paying, if the man came back to the 
ghat, she would pay him herself, The Shaatdari went to Ranjit Rai's house, 
told his story, and asked for five rupees. Ranjit Rai, as it happened, had no 
daughter, and at first thought of simply dismissing the man as an impostor; 
on second thoughts he went to look at the niche described and there found a 
box with five rupees in it. He then saw that some supernatural agency had 
placed the box and money there, and went with the Stentéars tothe phat 
where the girl had been geen bathing. She was there nolonger, so the Sian- 
bhai called out “O beautiful maiden who took the pair of Siawtias from 
me this morning, where are you?" In andwer, a pair of hands, with the brace- 
lets on their wrists, were raised from the water in the centre of the tank. The 
Raja threw himself down and prayed to Durga and in the evening celebrated 
a great puja at the tank, The Sarwar, or bathing festival, is celebrated at 
thiy tank to the present time and attracts crowds from the neighbouring 
iors : 
D. G, CRAWFORD, - 
Licut.-Coi., LAPS, 
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q the imber of Bexgal: Pest and Présent for January 1908 
Monghyr is suggested [p. 103} as an objective for‘a future 
excursion. The Society woulll find a visit to Monghyr one 
of great interest, The Fort and Town of Monghyr as well 
as the immediate neighbourhood have many historical 
aatoclations, The situation of the Fort, a rocky point jut- 

tig out into @ great river, is one which must have been occupied from the 
very earliest period, long before historical times. The valne of such a site 
for defence, for aggression, or for levying tolla of plunder on the riverborne 
traffic passing along the Ganges, tiust have impressed itself on the first 
inhabitants who rese above the condition of primitive savages. 

Twice Moaghyr comes jntochistory with some prominence, once under 
the Moguls, and once in the early days of the rise of the British power. 
Shai Shuja, second son of Shah Jahan, Viceroy of Bengal, held lis court for 
tle most part at Rajmahal, but occupied Monghyr for some time after he 
had thrown for his father's empire and Jost. This was about 1657. Again, 
Mir Kasim, who was ewbstituted for bis father-in-law, Mir Jafir, as Nawab of 
Bengal, in 1761, made Monghyr his capital in 1762-63, as being more 
removed from English influence than Murshidabad, the former = seat of 
Government. For many years Monghyr was an invalid garrison of the 
Company's Army (one of these invalids was still alive when I was at 
Monghyr), and was also owing to its healthy climate and the cheapness 
of living, a favourite place of residence for pensioners, The scourge of plague | 
and the gerieral increase in cost of living has, however, made 4 creat difference 
in the last ten years, 

The best work: on this part of the country with which | am acquainted 
is Bachanan-Hamilton's /Vistory, Antiquities, Topography and’ Statistics of 
astern dadia, « large work in three volumes, published in 1338, The title 
page gives Montgomery Martin es the name of the author, Martin, how- 
ever, contributed only an introduction and some notex, The work is really 
a survey of this part of India, carried ont, about a century ago, by Dr. 
Buchanan-Hamilton, Monghyr and Bhagalpur are described in the second 
volume, Hunter's Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol, XV., * Monghyr and 
Purniah,” gives little but statistics, and hardly touches on history and 
archeology, Another book on the district is Vatural Mistery, Sport, and 
Travel, by Edward Lockwood, a former Magistrate of Monghyr. (Published 
by W, H, Allen & Co, In 1878.) 
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It would bea good thing if some one could be found who would write 
up the antiquities of Monghyt for Bengal: Pas! and Prevent. | spent four 
years there myself—18g4 to 1898—and knew the district well, Bot it ts now 
tert years since { left, and recollections require verifying a8 much as: teler- 
ences, | will, however, give.a few notes.on some of the objects of historical 
and antiquarian interest in Monghyr Fort, Town, and District- 

1, The Fort, an irregular Gve-sided figure, more than a mile in cir- 
cumterence, the western and northern sides being washed by the Ganges. 
The Fort walls, except near the ‘river, are rather ramparts than walls, 
nowadays footpaths lead over them-at many places Inside the Fort the 
chief objects of interest are— 

(1) Srandal Poinl, a cocky paint jutting out into the Ganges, where 
the two river sides of the Fort meet, Underneath the Point is a small Hindu 
temple and several subterranean rooms leading off a sallyport which passes 
ander the road. 

(2) Karamchanra,a very fine large hoitse, said. to have been built by 
or for the Marquis of Hastings, on a high bastion at the eastern corner 
of the Fort. 

(3) The fombof Pir Nafd, close to the western gate of the Fort. 

(4) The tomb of the Poet Ashraf, on the bastion at the western end of 
the river side of the Fort. 

(5) The fait, containing several old ‘buildings, formerty part oF the: 
palace of Mir Kasim, while Monghyr was temporarily the native capital of 
Bengal, in 1762 to 1763. The chief of these are— 

(a) The Jail Hospital, said to have been the palace zenana, 

(6) A tery darge well, both broad and deep It would be intercat- 

ing to clear out this well, and probably many tinexpectecd 
Sbjects would be found in doing so, but nothing short of 
a steam pump would do it . 

(¢) The Magazine, with walla 15 feet thick, now used as a convict 

barrack. 


(@) A Small Mosque, wow used us godawns [1 the Moor of this 
mosque, underneath the centre dome, is « dry well or pit, 
some ten or twelve feet deep. From this well four subter- 
ranean passages lead off in different directions. These. 
passages had all been bricked up; a few yards from their 
entrances, many years before | went to Monghyr. There 
was a tradition that some prisoners had made their escape 
(from the jail, it ts mot likely that they ever yor out at the 
other em)), slong one of these passages, years before, 1 be- 
lieve that one of these passages. went down to the river bank, 
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which is just outside: a second to a large well in the garden ; 
a third to the subterranean rooms at the Point. Where the 
fourth may jfo Tam not prepared to hazard any suggestion ; 
tradition says to Pirpahar, but three miles fs rather a tall 
order for a practicable underground passage, 

(e) Another Jarge well, but smaller than the frst, in the jail garden, 
near the river bank, On the side next the jail, some 
distance below ground level is an archway, which may 
once have communicated with one of the underground 

It would of course be necessary to get the permission of the Superin- 
tendent to see the jail, but thers would probably be no difficulty about that. 
When I was there, the jail used to be the chief sight of the station, 
and all visitors to Monghyr, European or native, used to come to 
see it. 

A mont-runs:all round the Fort and is crossed by three bridges, Most 
of the year the moat is dry, but the Ganges runs’ round it when In high flood 
in the mains. | 

In the immediate vicinity of Monghyr town there are several places 
worth seeing — 

(1) Three Hindi temples on a Aacdr road leading westwards oot of 
the town, with large carved figures. 

(2) Dwkdre Nala, on the Patna road about three miles west of the Fort 
There are here the remains of an old masonry bridge said to have been 
destroyed by Mir Kasim when be fled from Monghyr in 1763. The bndge is: 
attributed to Shah Shuja, 

(3) Prpakar, the Saint's bill, a very fine house standing on an 
janlated hill, some three miles east of the Fort. Under the hiil is a small 
Europeat cemetery, also a Musalman burial ground, 1 remember that the 
largest grave in the former had on it-above the epitaph, the words “ Hush, she 


(4) Tae ofd Cametery, just vutside the Fort walls, between the Fort and 
the railway station, The modern cemetery is on the road to Sitakand, 

(5) Sitakwna, the famous hot spring, about five miles east of the Fort. 
There is:no temple, but several sma!l pasha tanks, one of which contains the 
hot spring, te water of the others is cold. The legend of the spring is given 
in Hunter's Stafirtical Account of Bengal, Vol, XV. " Monghyr and Purniah,” 
Pp 7 

(6) Thete are three small rocky islands in the bed of the Ganges at 
Monghyr, called the Beacon rocks, about two miles west of the point, They 
are covered in the rains, but show at other seasons of the year. Near 
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Sultanganj station, in Bhagalpur, « few miles east of the eastern boundary 
of the district, is a much larger island with a temple on it* 

The above ate all the places of interest which | can remember fn the 
station itself and its immeciate vicinity, But if ove goes farther afield, there 
are many More places worth visiting all over the southern half of the district. 
It is only 4 district officer, however, who haa constantly to be travelling on 
duty about his charge, who can possibly find the time and opportunity for 
such visits. 

The Monghyr hills, or Kharakpur hills,.or Jamalpur hills, form a 
roughly triangular block, south of the Loop Line, cast.of the Chord Line of 
the East Indian Railway, Each side of the triangle is about thirty miles long. 
The highest point is Marok hill, a. flat topped hill some ten miles south of 
Dharhara station, 1,526 feet high: I have crossed the hills in different direc- 
tions, several times, once going over Morok, There ate a gquimber of hot 
springs in different places in these hills, 

Kharakpur was formerly the seat of a Raja of a Rajput family converted 
to Islam. {ft is @ small town, or large village, on the Man river, some twenty 
miles from Monghyr, cleven miles from Bariarpur railway station, There are 
a thana, dispensary, and a good resthouse. The tombs of the family of the 
Rajahs, which is now | believe extinct, may be scen, some distance to the 
east of the road, on the eleventh mile. About a mile and a half west of the 
village is a house belonging to the Maharaja of Darbhanga, who has an estate 
here. Half a mile farther west is a lake, formed for irrigation, by damming 
up the Man and Sugl rivers; the latter falls into the former a mile or two above 
the dam. There is a waterfall, called the Panjkumari fall, or fall of the five 
maidens, on the Sugi river, a little above its junction with the Man. Going 
a mile or two up the Man, in the hills, a quarter of a mile from: its west bank, 
is another very hot spring, which, as far as I know, has no name. 

Kishikund, the devotees’ tank, isa collection of hot springs:at the north. 
east corner of the Kharakpur hills, about eleven miles from Monghyr, by « 
hacha Road. {tis about two miles west of the third mile of the Kharakpur- 

Bariarpur road. There are said tu be twenty-two hot springs here, 1 could 
ot make out the exact number, but certainly there aré a good many. . 

Bhimbandh, or Bhim's dam, ix on the eastern face of the hills, near their 
southern angle, It is some twelve miles from Kharakpur, and is reached by 
a very Atcha jungle track which teaves the Kharakpur-Jamui road near 
Gangta, seven miles south of Kharakpor, There are a number of very hot 
Springs here, which partly form the source of the Man river, 








i * There is 4 pluto of tite fenple opposite mgr 263 of the Apel number of Seagal: Part and 
death. 
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fanamhbund, or the Birth tank, is another hot-spring on the northern face 
of the hills, five or six miles south of Kajra station. 

The temple of Singh Rikh is a small temple on the south side of a 
long valley ranning wp into the hills from their western face. If | remember 
tightly there was another hot spring there too. The building is a very small 
one, of no architectural merit. 1t fe five or six miles south of Kajra station 
on the Loop line, and about the same distance east of Mananpur on the 
Chord line. 

Deograka, or Deoghara, is & small hill about ten miles south of Kharak- 
pur, on the south-west side of the Gangta-Sagrampur road, close to the 
road. The hill appears to consist, not of an outcrop of rock, but of enormous 
stones, like the pebbles of the seabeach greatly magnified, piled one on 
top of another. The topmost stone of all is some. forty fect cube, om its 
summit is perched a Httle Hindy temple, At its base, on the south side, 
is another small shrine, access to which is easy enough by a path, But 
nothing without wings could now reach the temple on the “swmmit, 
Buchanan-Hamilton, a hundred years ago, mentions that when he saw the 
place there were ladders to the top, but they were in very bad repair, A 
Musalman lascar who was with him went up the ladders to the temple 
above, but none of the Hindus in his following dared to do so, though they 
were anxious to-visit the temple (astern Jndia, Vol. 11, p. - 36). 

Stak Shuja's Bund is an earthwork some ten or twelve feet high, 
and as: many broad; which rons from the Monghyr hills to the Ganges, 
crossing the Loop line of the E.1R; about four miles west of Kajra station, 
and crossing the Monghyr-Patna road in its 24-25 mile. This dusd is 
supposed to have been constructed by Shah Shuja, second son of Shah Jahan, 
and Viceroy of Bengal, after be had failed In his bid for bis father's throne 
At the same time che repaired the fort of Monghyr, but though te thus 
made preparation for defence, he never defended either, but fled castwards 
and was finally lost in the jungles of the Arakan Hills’ A few miles weet of 
Barisal, on the north bank of the river between that town and Nalchiti, may 
Stil] be seen the remains of & mud fort, Shujabad, which he constructed and 
occupied for some time during his Aight. The dyed has stood time well, 
being now some two anda half centuries old, 

Uraon or Urain iz a village on the south side of the Loop line, some 
two miles west of Kajra station and a little east of Shah Shuja's bund, 
which is said by some to have been the birthplace of Buddha. 

The Sheithpura Mills area range of tow hills, running some six miles 
from north-east to southwest. At their greatest elevation they are only 
a few hundred feet above the plains. Near their north end they sink down 
to a height of some forty or fifty feet, rising higher again further north, 
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At their lowest part a cutting has been made through the hills from one side 
to the other, Evidently this cutting was started simultanrously from each 
side. for the two ends did mot exactly meetin the middle and sare. connected 
there by a short crosecuf, 

This cutting is plainly visible from the mad an the cast of the hills, 
some half-a mile off, amd probably may be equally well seen from the 
railway ‘n little further cazt. Shteikhpora is now @ station'on the South 
Behar line. Twelve years ago it could only be reached by a fifteen-mile ride 
from Lakhisarai, A mile or two west of Sheikhpura is a very large tank, 
large enough to be shown on the ardiance survey map of the district, | 

Fort Hastings is the name of an old ruined fort, once a British frontier 
fort, at Chakal, the most southernly thana in the district, Chakai is some 
iS or 2o miles sunith-west of Simultala station, and about the same distance. 
south of Thajha (formerly Nawadih) station on the Chord tine of the E.R. 
The earthworks of the fort are still plainly visible at the yorth-west of 
Chakai village. Not far off is an old European tomb, the name plate of 
which has long disappeared, Four miles north of Chakai ig Bamdech, one of 
the seats of the United Free Kirk Mission to the Sonthals. 

In that half of Monghyr district which les north of the Ganges there 
is nothing of any special historical interest. Some twelve miles north of 
Regu Sarai and a little worth of Manjhau! Indigo Factory is the Kabar 
Tal, a very largé lake or mere much overgrown with reeds and water 
weeds. Im it is an island inhabited by hanumans, from which it takes its 
name of Monkey Island. On the east side of the lake are two small hills, 
or large mounds of earth, about which there fsia tegend that they were two 
shovelfuls of earth deposited there by Bhim, 


DG. CkAWwFORD, 
Lient-Col, EAM.S. 





A Memoir of Cofonef Thomas Deane 
ye a the Gras Artiffery. No. 1 


‘ a very reapectatie family ; his father resided at Reading, ir 
. Berkshire, and enjoved 2 handsome independence, which, 
after the the birth of his son, was, by misfortune, irrevocably 
lost. The dawning prospects of young. Pearse, the subject 
of the present Mfemorr, were thus early blighted, and the 
Arey was iced as the only rescurce left to provide for him in a manner 
stitable'to his birth, These circumstances he mentions feelingly in a letter 
to an old school-fellow, Mr, Skinner, dated from Allahabad, 29th March, 
76 — 

“Since you and I were happy together in our boyish days, I have 
expetienced some changes; my Jather was mined by the 
breaking of a Mr. Bellamy and s# long and expensive dawaiit in 
1757. They took me from school to carry me to the parade at 
Woolvwich." 

Young Pearse was in his fifteenth pear when admitted as a cadet into 
the Royul Academy at Woolwich;and he went through his course of study 
ina manner peculiarly honourable to himself, in every instdnee exhibiting 
that firmness of mind and decision of character which distinguished him 
through life On the 8th June, In the year 1757, young Pearse obtained a 
Lieutenant Fireworker's commission inthe Royal Artillery, and was present 
oi service with detachments of hiv corps, both on the Continent and in the 
West Indies, on many memorable occasions, a4 detailed in following extract 
of a letter to Lione| Darell, Esq. -— 

“ | served through all the war before the last, beginning with St. Malos, 
Cherbuggh and St Coss in 1758; Martinieo amd Guadaloupe 
in “59; Belisle in ‘67; and Havaonab in ‘62; and though I was 
not at the head, I was In the heat of every attack.” 

Lieatenant Pearse, from his marked merit and abilities, found several 
warm friends amongst the celebrated and distinguished officers at the head 
of hiv cotps, particularly General Desaguliers and General Pattison, with 
whom he kept up a constant correspondence, 

The history of Colonel Pearse's coming to India is-given in the following 
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letter to Brigadier-General Sir Robert Barker, Commander-in-Chief in India, 
dated the 13th February, 1773 -— 

“In the year 1768, the Court of Directors, having determined to 
augment their troops on the Bengal Establishment, were anxious 
of having officers from the King’s Artillery to promote into their 
service ; and also cadets to be appointed Lieutenant Fireworkers.” 

“Application was accordingly made through Mr, Scrafton to 
Lieutenant-Colonel James Pattison, Lieutenant Governor-General 
of the Royal Military Acarlemy of Woolwich, not only for cadets, 
but even to recommend officers; in consequence of which | had 
the honour of being nominated to be Lieutenant-Colone! Com- 
mandant of Artillery. I remained in expectation of my appoint- 
ment for some weeks, and should have come to India with that 
rank, had not the Honourable Court of Directors thought proper to 
bestow it on Captain Martin, in lieu of the post of Chief Engineer 
in Bengal, which that officer did then enjoy.* 1 was, therefore, 
appointed’ Major of Artillery, and given to understand by the 
Chairman, that on ‘the resignation of Lieutenant-Colonel Martin, 
or his death, or removal I was to be appointed to the command 
in his stead.” 


The following commission was given to Colonel Pearse on his sailing for 
India — 
* The United Company of Merchants of England, trading to the East 
Indies, to Thomas Deane Pearse, Esq. Greeting. 
“We the said United Company, reposing a special trust and confi- 
dence m you, constitute and appoint you to be Major of 
Artillery in our service, at our Presidency of Fort William in 
Bengal, in the East Indies, and do give and grant you full power 
and authority to take your rank and post as Major of Artillery 
accordingly, from the day of your arrival at our said Presidency, 
You are, therefore, to take upon you the said charge and command 
of Major of Artillery, and faithfully, diligently and carefully to dis- 
charge the duty thereof, by executing all and all manner of things 
thereunto belonging ; and, we do, ete., ete.” 
This Commission was signed an the 29th day of February, 1768, under 
the common seal of the East India Company and countersigned by P, Mickel, 
Secretary. Major Pearse sailed from England in March 1768, and arrived at: 


— eee 
* At thaw time 2 Captsia Campbell, an officer of the Royal Engineers, applied ta come aut 48 
Chief Engineer te Bengsi, and, having mporior interest to Captain Martin. be otiained the sppeiat- 
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Caleutta on the 26th of August of the same year, On his arrival, he fonnd 
that the Board had appointed a Captain Nathaniel Kindersley Major in 
the Artillery ; and, by back-dating the latter's commission, so as to make 
it senior to Major Pearse's, the command of the Artillery devolved upon 
Major Kindersley, as Lieutenant-Coionel Martin resigned on the 8th 
November following, 

This disappointment, and what he conceived breach of promise on the 
part of the Directors, Major Pearse at first very severely felt; but he recon- 
ciled himself with the hope that, on a fair representation of the case, justice 
would be done towards him. The supersession was peculiarly unjust to 
Major Pearse ; for Captain Kindersley (as it appears by a memorial to the 
Honourable Court of Directors) was a junior officer in His Majesty's Service ; 
and, as Major Pearse was aware that Captain Kindersley kad safled for 
India, he refused to proceed without the seniority of his rank to Captain 
Kindersley being acknowledged at the India House, and obtained the 
promise that he should not be superseded by him in India. The following 
answer from the Secretary to the Council was received by Colonel Pearse 
to an appes! made by him to the Honourable Harry Verelst, Esq, President 
and Governor, ete. of the Council of Fort William, dated Allahabad, 27th 
December, 1768. | | 

Te Major Thomas Deane Pearse. 

"Sit.—I have it in command from the Honourable the President and 
Councit to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to them of the 
28th day of Deceimber, soliciting the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel 
of Artillery, and to acquaint you in answer, that they are sensible of 
the hardness of your case, and the just plea you had for your 
remonstrance ; but as they lad appointed Major Kindersley to the 
rank he now holds, previous to your arrival, and before they were 
acquainted with your views and expectations, they cannot but 
think it would be a piece of injustice to that gentleman, ard an 
impropriety in their own conduct, to set aside their own commission 
they have granted him, and give the rank to you. A representation 
to the Court of Directors of your situation has been made. The 
application you have made to the Honourable President and Council 
to be appointed to the Infantry, it is beyond their power to grant 
you, which | am directed to inform you af. 


“l am, 
“Fort. WILLIAM, “Sir, 
ajrd February 1768, “Your most obedient servant, 


*Eowakp BARgES, 
Seeretary,” 
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Both Mr. Verelst and Mr, Cartier wrote in a private way to Major Dearse 
to soften his disappointment. Mr. Cartier's letter was as follows :— 
To Major Pearse. 

S1p,—! have received your favour of the 19th March. Though the short 
acquaintance I had the opportunity of cultivating gave me the most 
favourable impressian of your merit, 1 will not presume to rest’ my 
judgment on what a few scccidental hours afforded me. | must 
have recourse, Sir, to your generat character in life; from that 1 am 
informed that you are not only eminent in the particular duties 
of your profession, but valuable in the different calla of private 
friendship, In these different views consider yourself to be thought 
by every gentleman forming the present administration: 1 am 
certain that it is so, and you may rely on my assurances 

“fn your late application to the Board, no one was there, | am certain, 
but considered it and the state of facts with the utmost candour— 
no one bur thought that you had reason te complain in having the 
hopes you had been led to entertain so greatly disappointed. It 
was in general thought by the Honourable President and Council 
that it would be doing an injustice to Major Kindersley if they 

were to grant you (he rank above him, who, though @ younger 
officer in His Majesty's service, had served the Company with 
steadiness and merit some years before you came to this country. 
‘This; Sir, gave the gentleman a superior titlein our late promotions, 
being confident the Company never intended to be guilty of 
intentional injury. to individuals, either in the Civil or Military 
Departments; and when accidentally they do commit it, a right 
we conceive they have with their Government here to redress It, 
However, the affair is very impartially transmitted home, and 
whatever resolution the Court of Directors may convey to us on this 
Head, I hope will be submitted to with pleasure by the interested 
parties. We considered this contest with all possible partiality 
and be assured no persona! predilection inclined us to either side. 
“Tam with esteem, 


"CALCUTTA, “SIR, 
gest March, 1769: “Your most obedient servant, 
jouns Cagtren." 


Several representations and very able memorials passed on the above 
occasions; but the grievance was Foot removed by Major Kindersley"s 
death, which event took place on the 24th October, 1769, and Major ‘Pearse 
was then promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and placed in 
com#hand of the Bengal Artillery. : 
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This distinguished officer held the command of the Bengal Artillery 
for 31 years: he wasan intimate friend of Mr. Hastings, and was honoured 
with the confidence of Lord Comwallis; and as his service in India took 
place during the Government of these illustrious statesmen, the numerous. 
extracts from his original letters now published, will be found to possess 
extreme interest and entertainment ; forming in themselves a concise history 
of the times, and throwing new light ppon many important scenes connecter! 
with the British Government of India. 

Colonel Pearse may be considered as the first professionally educated 
Artillery Officer who entered the Honormble Company's Service ; and we may 
well say, without detracting from the merits of his successors, that few, if 
any, have been his equals in professional science, and in that laudable and 
never to be-too highly prized ardour, with which he devoted himself to the 
important duties of his command. 

The state of the corps and its equipment, when Colonel Pearse came 
into the command, may be judged of from the following extracts from letters 
to General Desaguliers and Mr. Milles, 1775 — | 

“Wher t first came inte the command of the corps, | was astonished 
at the ignorance of all who composed it. [twas a common practice 
totmake any midshipman, who was discontented with the India 
ships, an officer of Artillery, from a strange idea, that a knowledge 
of navigation would perfect an officer of that corps in the know- 
ledge of Artillery, They were almost all of this clase; and their 
ideas consonant with the elegant Military education which they had 
received, But, thank Ged, | have got rid of all of them but seven. 
1 have compelled all officers to perform jaboratory work at the 
annual practice,” 

And to General Desagullers, in 1772, he writes — 

“When | was at practice it $770, the fuxes bumit from 19 to 48 secands, 
though of the same nature, The portfires were continually going 
out, The tubes would not burn. The powder was infamous, The 
cartridges were made conical, and, if it was necessary to prime 
with loase powder, a great quantity was required to fill the vacant 
cavity round the cartridge. The carriages flew into pieces with 
common firing in a week. 

“All this I represented, but my representation was quashesl, the con- 
tractor still makes the carriages, the laboratory is still in the 
same hands, and | bave no more to do with. it than his Holiness at 
Kone. 

“Now | have got all the laboratory implements with me at practice, 
and T am going to teach the officers: what they inever saw.” 
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innumerable quotations from Colone! Pearse’s letters might be given as 
arguments of the constant attention which he gave to the duties of his profes- 
Biot, and of the exertions which he made to advance the character and improve 
the abilities of the corps; suffice it to say, that during the whole period of his 
service these exertions were unremitting, and the success of them will be borne 
witness to ff} the succesding pages of this memoir. As several interesting 
and entertaining letters appear amongst Colonel Pearse’s MSS., dated in the 
beginning of 1769, we shall retrograde a little in order to indulwe the reader's 
curlosity. 

Colonel! Pearse, soon after his arrival, was ordered up to Allahabarl, which, 
with Chunar, had been taken from the Mahrattas, by the Army under Majer 
Stibbert in 1765 ; here he remained imtil July 1769. 

At this period of Colonel Pearse’s service, the Madras Army was in the 
field under a very able officer, a Colonel Smith, against the combined 
armies of Hyder Alli and the Nizam. In December 1768, an action wea 
fought in which the English Commander defeated the enemy. The 
Nizam, after this defeat, separated histroops from Hyder Alli, and concluded 
a peace, and a defensive alliance with the English: The Maclras Govern: 
ment, presuming upon the late success, and the defection of the Nizam, and 
under an idea of bringing the operations of the Army immediately under 
their control, the Council took the ill-judged determination of sending two of 
their members under the title of Fiedd Deputies totjoin the Army, and Colonel 
Smith was directed not to undertake any operation without their concurrence ; 
in fact, they were to direct all operations, Disgut in the mind of the success- 
ful soldier was the natural consequence of such a proceeding ; the operations 
of the Army were without energy or effect ; and disaffection on the part of the 
Army, and dissatisfaction on the part of the Government followed. Colonel! 
Smith either resigned his command from disgust, or was recalled by the: 
Madras Council ; and the consequences were that the Army met with a series 
of disasters after his departure. A Jetter fram Colonel Pearse, at this time, to 
an old Woolwich friend, throws some light upon the circumstances and the 
state of affairs in Bengal. 

Allahabad, February azrd, 6769. 
“Our affairs in the court seem to be in.a disagreeable situation, Hyder 
Alli understands the art of war rather too well for them. Whilst 
Smith was with the Army, he drove the enemy before him; but 
he was plagued with Field Deputies, and had received positive 
orders to march inte the enemy's country, which abounds in woods 
and morasees, He foresaw the difficultics of the enterprise, and 
rather than risk everything, he resigowil his commission and went 
to Madras, where the Ficld Deputies soon followed, to answer for 
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their conduct, The command was given to Colonel Wood, whe, 
obeying the orders of the Deputies, marched into the country. The 
enemy drove off all the cattle and provisions, and retreated every- 
where before him; he pursued, when famine began to make It 
necessary to think of returning; this was what Hyder wanted ; 
he now pursued in his tum, continually beating and harassing 
the detachments of the Army, till at length be took away all their 
ammunition and, I believe, Artillery, though it is fot asserted, 
as everything is kept as secret as possible: The command was 
then given to Lang, whose rank [ do not know, A’ detachment 
ina wood, being attacked were defeated ; 149 Europeans, 6 pieces 
of cannon, ancl 1,500 sepoys were taken prisoners: The Governor 
and Council, seeing that affairs began to assume a very unpleasant 
appearance, desired Colonel Smith to retumn to the command. 
He at first refused, nor would he go till he was sent without Field 
Deputies, and with full powers Hyder Alli has also takeri a Fort 
W—, with 250 Europeans, to pieces of cannon, ammunition, 
etc. for 6 months, and 1,500 sepoys. It was done in the following 
manner: Hyder summoned Captain Norton, commanding the Fort 
to surrender, andon the back of the summons he sent an Invitation 
to the Captain to come and visit him at his tent. Captain. Norton 
being a very polite man, went, was seized, and, with a drawn 
aword over his head, was desired mo write to the next officer in 
the post to surrender, which he was dastard enough todo; and the 
Other, like @ fool, obeyed. The Roman centurions. would have set 
4 better example. Assistance has been asked from Bengal, in 
men, ammunitiany, and money; and it is said the remainder of 
the first Brigade will go, 

“The situation of our affairs here does not seem to be much better, 
although at peace. The French had shipped off a great deal of 
inoney ; an order was issued forbidding that any should be sent off 
from the country, The Nabob of Bengal, or Patna, 1 do not know 
which, though 1 believe the former, ordered his peons to surround 
‘(Chandernagore till de-should be re-landed. The French fired on 
them from the ship, by which many were killed and wonnded ; the 
consequence was the destruction ot the town, The Nabob's people 
pulled down the houses and lwid everything in ruins. Monsieur 
Chevalier wrote to the Governor of Fort William, desiring that 
the inetitrality which subsisted between the two nations might 
continue (for he was determined to march against the Nabob), and 
that the ship might not be molested, He was answered, that if 
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she attempted! to pass, she would be fired on by the guns of the 
Fort, The Nabob having demanded our assistance, the ship 
was afterwards seized, but 1 hear since that she is gone, The 
Nabob has ordered all the French down; trade is entirely 
stopped, which may perhaps end in trouble, The King left us 
lately ; he took with him all his people, and said that he was 
going to Phaizabad on a visit, but the true reason of his 
departure must be discovered in time. : 

“Money is so scarce that we have mone to lend to Madras, Our 
sepoys have only just got their pay for December: in short, they 
begin to desert. If troops go to the coast, I am resolved to 
go with them, if | ¢an, that | may assistat the siege of Madras 
(which is expected), or be present at its relief.” 

The siimmary of news and events long since. passed by, as given in the 
following extract from a letter to Lieutenant Mayafire, an old Woolwich friend, 
then in the corps, is entertaining — | 

“The news just received is; that the King of Prossia und the Russians 
have joined to attack the Grand Seignor, who has marched to 
Adrianople with 6ocoo men. Princess Louisa Ann, George's 
sister, is-dead; the Queen of France is the same. Wilks is 
sentenced to pay £500 fine for re-publishing No. 45, and to 
suffer 10 months’ imprisonment He is fined £1,000 and is 
sentenced to 12 months’ imprisonment for publishing an Lssay 
on Woman; he has appealed to Parliament for redress, Lord 
Bute is dying Wilks gives £2,000 security for good behaviour 
for 7 years. No, 45 is considered wa the standard of rebellion, 
and the printers, sellers, ete, to be tried next tessionn = ‘Willes, 
the East India Company, and @ famine seem to be equally talked 
of and dreaded in England, Rigby f¢ appointed Paymaster- 
General, and Lord somebody has got his appointment in 
Ireland, The King of Denmark wasexpected in England, Lord 
Boston was to conduct him, Corsica j4 ceded to Pranee; and 
the King of France adds “King of Corsica” to his other tithes 
There i an elegant bridge thrown across the Ganges for the 
King, who is returned from his visit to Mhaizabad,” 

If the manners of the times are not altogether improved, the following 
piece of satire may be useful, Colonel Pearse concludes his letter thus: — 

*D—has been interrupting me by talking nonsense, sich as the 
boobies who now come out employ their time in. * Live and be 
merry’ is their theme: on which they write, talk, and follow 
it as closely as they can, To be a gentleman, you must learn 
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to drink by all means: a man is honest in proportion to the 
number of bottles he can drink: keep a doxen dogs, but in 
particular if you have not the least use for them, and hate shooting 
and hunting. Four horses may barely serve; but if you have 
eight, atc seven of them aré too vicious for the syee to feed 
them, it will be much better, 

* By all means do nat let the horses be paid for ; and have a palanquin® 
covered with silver trappings; get 10,000 rupees’ In debt, but 
29000 would make you an honester man—especially if you are 
convinced that you will never have power to pay, Endeavour to 
forget whatever you have learned—ridicule learning of all sorts— 
despise all military knowledge—call duty a bore—encourage your 
men to laugh at your orders—obey such as you like—make a 
joke of your commanding officer for giving those commands 
you do not like, and, if you obey them, let it be so as to convince 
all your men that it ie merely to serve yourself, ‘These few rules 
will make you a gentleman and an officer, and it is the first 
lesson which young men take when they arrive in this country ; 
and, as Lam your sincere friend, I sincerely recommend it to your 
careful attention,” 

In July 1769, Colonel Pearse (then Major) was ordered to proceed by 
water to the Presidency, in command of two Brigades of Artillery, The boats, 
both for passengers and baggage, appear to have bean as bad as they now are, 
The detachment met with many severe losses : several budgerows and baggage 
bouts being lost in bad weather, The tst August, the detachment reached 
Berhampore and was ordered to halt, the services af the detachment not being 
required, Major Kindersley was at this time promoted to the rank of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel, notwithstanding a representation of the supersession was before 
the Court of Directors for their final decision. Major Pearse, of course, 
considered Major Kindersley's promotion as a still further grievance to him ; 
and he writes to Brigadier-General Smith, commanding the Bengal Army, to 
forward his views by getting him transferred to the Infantry: having given 
up all hopes of promotion in the Artillery :-— 

“The occurrences of the fast month have informed me that Major 
Kindersley wae appointed Liestenant-Colone! on the 2oth, and is 
to rank from the Sth November #768, This, Sir, is the cause of 
My Oneasiness ; not because that gentleman has got that rank, 
but because that rank to which | aspired is not vacant and not 
to be disposed of, but is filled up, and as far.as man can judge, 
likely to continue so for:many years, and because | am thereby 


* Colone) Peame mentions 1, g00 tuptes ag no unconunen price fos & pabanryie in hip time 7 
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cut off any chance of obtaining the next rank, and consequently 
must expect to be superseiled by officers at present below me. 

"The Infantry points out a very different prospects assures those 
who are happy enough to be in it, that they will arrive at rank, 
by which they may be sure to secure a competency, or at least 
something sufficient to make their latter days not burthensome 
to themselves or their friends; and though the chief command 
of the Artillery may promise as fair a chance of obtaining a 
competency, yet I can traly assert that I know it not, and that 
command is less an object of my wishes than a removal from the 
corps; and happy should I think myself coukl I obtain a 
removal from the Artillery to the Infantry, with the sank I 
have.” 

The orders of the Court of Directors were, however, positive that no 
removals from the Artillery to the Infantry should take place. Fortunately 
for Colonel Pearse, he was not long kept out of that command which he was 
so justly entitled to, and for which he was so well qualified, On the 28th day 
of October, 1769, 4 letter from General Smith to Colonel Pearse communicated 
the intelligence of the death of Major Kindersley, on the 24th of the 
month ; and General Smith adds:—" The Governor and Council have taken 
your case into consideration, and I have the pleasure to congratulate you on 
being this day promoted to the rank of Licutenant-Colonel and Commandant, 
of the Artillery, till the pleasure of the Honourable Court of Directors is known.” 

In the iatter part of 1770, Colonel Pearse was called upon to attend Sir 
Robert Barker, Commander-in-Chief, on his tour of inspection to the Upper 
Provinces; he has the Commandant of Artillery following him, for the 
purpose of proceeding to the different advance stations in the field, and to 
suryey the Artillery and stores. After having completed this arduous 
duty, Colone] Pearse began his return to Fort William and visited Benares 
with Sir Robert Barker in March 1771, There he had an opportunity of 
examining the observatory, of which he gives the following interesting 
description in a setter to General Desaguliers — 

"The principal curiosity here is the observatory, built by Mawnsing, 
the son of Jysing, about 200 years ago; there is an exceedingly 
good mural arch cut upon a fine plaister of chunam, so fine and 
smooth, that it has the appearance of marble; and though ft is 
certainly very old, it still is perfect, but the index is wanting; 
that is a loss which could very easily be supplied by a person wha 
has a taste for these studies ; for the centres are left in the wall. 

“ There are two ring diala; the large one is curious: the radius of the 
stone arch is 9 feet 8 inches; the gnomon ts ¢ feet 6 inches thick, 
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and its slant side about 40 feet long: there are steps in the gnomon 
by which you ascend to the top of it. By the measure of the 
two gnomonds, 1 find they stand in latitude 25° 20° N. There are 
likewise two small inclined dials, in which the gnomon is perpen- 
dicular to the plane of the stone a which the degrees are 
marked. Lastly, there is an instrament which 1 do not under- 
stand, the following is a description of it — 

“A, 6 are circular walls; a is 24 inches thick, and pear 16 leet radius; 
é is concentric with #, 1% inches thick, snd between 12 and 15 feet 
radius. €-is.a cylinder of stone, its centre is the centre of the walls. 
Band ¢ are of equal height, os, 4 feet 2 inches; the outward wall 
is $ feet 4 inches. The tops of these walls are horizontal, and are 
very nicely divided into degrees, and sub-divided into arches of 6. 
At the cardinal points on the top of the wall # there are two irar 
pins, from which [ conjecture there has been an instrument 
to fix upon the wall, though I do not know for what purpose or of 
what kind. 

“Lastly the second, for I had forgotten an instrument for taking the 
declension of the sun, etc, which consists of a circle of iron, 
covered with brass, an axis of the same materials, and an index 
with sights. This axis, which isa diameter of a circle, and con- 
sequently in the plang of it, moves on pivots fixed in the walls, 
which support it and ie parallel to the axis of the eanth The 
divisons are very much inferior to those on the stone,” 

Colonel, Pearse, instead of returning to the Presidency, was, however, 
called upon by Sir Robert Barker to proceed to join.a detachment of the Army. 
in camp, under the command of Licutenant-Colonel Grant, in order ta be 
president of a Court Martial on a Lieutenant Osborne, Colone} Pearse accord- 
ingly proceeded to the camp, and the detachment marched to Mongheer, where 
the Court Martial commenced its proceedings inomMay 1771, on various charges 
for crimes committed by Lieutenant Osborne during a temporary suspension 
from service. The proceedings were protracted to an unusual length by Lieu- 
tenant Osborne disputing the power of the Court to try him ; because, when he 
committed the actions for which the changes were sent against him, he con- 
sidered himself as being under suspension, and not under military authority ; 
and when his protest was unanimously invalidated by the Court, he objected to 
not less than ten of the Members of the Court, eight of whom he called on as 
witnesses, After various drisyw and difficultics, in which the conduct of 
Colonel Pearse and his knowledge of Military law showed how fitly be had 
been selected to be president of the Court Martial, the proceclingy which had 
taken up four months, were closed about the end of September 1771, and 
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in the early part of December following, Colone} Pearse proceeded to Fort 
William. 

In a letter to General Pattison, 23rd March, 1772, Colonel Pearse gives 
an interesting sketch of the state of affairs at this important crisis, and of 
the approaching entrance of Mr, Hastings into the Government, 

“The King of Delhi bas thrown himself into the hands of the 
Mahrattas ; he, of himself, is of but little consequence, because 
he is not remarkably clever, nor active; but his name gives 
a sanction to the incursions of the Mahrattas, and they and our 
other good friends, being excited and assisted by the French, 
will most likely involve us in @ ruinous war, 1 thank God, by 
the late changes in our Government, we are likely to have a very 
clever Council. Mr, Hastings’ abilities are known, so that if we 
are to be troubled, we shall be better steered than we have 
been. 

“The French Settlement swarms with Europeans; and lately they 
have entertained a great many natives as lascars, who are all 
gone in the ships to Mauritius, where I dare say they will be 
thoroughly disciplined, and, having once removed from home, 
they will not be likely to desert on orders to march here or there. 
Thus everything they do carries the face of some deep design. 
Our Council has had so many French connections and so many 
intermarriages, that the late Governor looked upon the French 
as friends, and they almost rode us, out of pure regard. Time 
will show what the present set will do. I think they suspect 
something; for since Hastings’ arrival the 3rd Brigade has 
marched down and will in a day of two encamp opposite 
Chandernagore. Next month is to give Hastings the chair: 
swiftly may the minutes Ay and quickly may the hour come! 
They say, and I firmly believe it, that the present Governor is 
a man of the most amiable and angelic private character; may 
i ever be governed by men who have some resolution in their 
stations. My sentiment is that a good Governor may be of a 
bad private character; and a yan of the best private character 
may be a bad Governor; because the head is concerned, and the 
heart should be full of public virtue.” 

In the year 1770.4 dreadfal famine visited the Company's Provinces fn 
Bengal; and one-third of the population was computed to have perisherd 
During the preceding year, the rains had been partial ; the Company's 
Government was not popular, and cultivation had been neglected. When grain 
began to be scarce, an impolitic proceeding of Government, in consequence, 
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was attended with the most fatal effects. Colonel Pearse thus introduces the 
circumstances In a letter to General Pattison, 5772 — 

“ The pernicious system of supervisors was his (Mr. Cartier’s). The 
event has proved that I, and many others, judged rightly of it. 
That the famine was more artificia] than real must be evident 
from these circumstances; viz, at Buxar tne river is a cannon 
shot wide. for a 3-Pr. Buxar isin oor district: the country 
opposite is part of Sujah-ul-Dowlah's dominion, a fief held by 
the son of Bulwan Sing : his country abounded with plenty when 
we were int the utmost distress; and on his shores were well sup- 
plied villages, when thousands starved at Buxar, He kept his 
country so because he would not allow of that exportation which 
was desired to be made. Hadl this plentiful country been in our 
hands, and subject to an English potentate (supervisor), the whale 
produce would have been seized and cither sold or exported, 
Within évery district every man is obliged to offer the produce 
of his land to the supervisor at his price. Without leave of this 
tyrant there is not a man who dares to buy or dares to sell, a3 | 
know, by experience ; even to fowls, rice, everything, 

“In that country there hardly is‘a square mile uncultivated, and it 
everywhere swarms with inhabitants, In our’s, cottages are 
hardly to be found—whole villages are deserted—the country is 
waste. The meo, who bad influence, bave not enough now to 
command respect as gentlemen ; their riches are daily decreasing ; 
or those who will not submit to waste their substance daily 
flee from this country: so that in a little time we shall have 
land enough and not be able to get food fromit. When God 
gave rain, and plenty was likely to follow, and the rice was cut, 
and prain begun to be sold, then and immediately the old rice, 
which before had been selling at 3 or 344 seers for the rupee, 
fell down to 8, and then to 10 of 12; where could it come from? 
for the new straw did not produce old rice, but new, 

“That the Native Government would have made a scarcity by the 
same ineats is certain, provided we had not been in power ; but 
had the country been in its former state, and scarcity had been 
occasioned, we, by our power, would have opened the magazines 
and saved the multitude, But when the tyranny was in our 
awn hands—when we alone profitted by the miseries of others ; 
we could not find it in our hearts to do good, because our purse 
must have been lighter. Had every man been free to sell, and had 
been protected by us from oppression of the Native Government, 
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every man who had a surplus would have carried it to the 
market for a better price; bot as the matter was, cach man 
concealed as much as he could, and what was not concealed, he 
was compelled to sell to those who could and did lock it up to 
retail to the destruction of others: The very orders given at the 
Darbar, to buy up all the grain that could be got, and send it ta’ 
Moorshedabacl, were the destruction of this country ; for they were 
obeyed. The inhabitants could get no food in the country ; they 
fled to the city after grain ; but the grain was too well secured 
for them to get.a mouthful, and the unfortunate people died by 
thousatids. The Governor erred from want of judgment and 
bad counsel | he did not share in the borrid plunder; he is a man 
of good character and amiable in the extreme; but there never 
was a Governor less capable, less active, less resolute Much I 
fear the distress of the country is beyond even Mr, Hastings’ 
abilities to restore.” 
Je General Desaguliers, 


Our incidious friends, the French, have beer very active, They 


have persuaded the King to leave us, and he has done it, and 
say it is hig own caprice, The proofs are strong against the 
supposition ; for the King never spoke publicly on the subject 
till just before he went, It was not then known that our Ministry 
had patched up a convention, and that we daily expected a 
French war. We have since had certain advices that the 
French had collected a great force at Mauritius; and that 
they intend to attack us here is beyond dispute, seeing 
that they sold off their effects, and sent to Mauritius all the 
Bengal pilots. Nay, we now know that there is still a great 
force at Mauritius, and the King is certainly in motion. His 
going was nicely timed, and by the message he has sent us, it 
is evident that he does not mean to assist us because he has 
demanded the provinces from us. Let this be weighed—what 
Must be the conclusion 2 That it is the act of the French, and 
that the King and Mahrattas are in league with them against un. 
That Sujah-ul-Dowlah is an enemy in bis heart, we know well 
that he is much inclined to the French is cestain. He has been 
long aiming, and is now in readiness to take what side he pleases, 
It is said his troops have mutinied for want of pay: these are 
only his sepoys, and he has said he will never fight us with 
infantry, but with horse distress and ravage us. He boys horses 
wherever he can, and atany price. This shows that he does not 
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want money, and the preparation shows what he intends. Yet 
uur Governor looks upon him as a fast friend, because he refused 
to go to Delhi, and join the King, and says he will oppose the 
Mahrattas. 

To oppose us, he must assemble forces, horses, ete. We too well 
know that where there is a good understanding, the grimace of 
quarrelling is easily put on, When the King was going, he and 
Sujah quarrelled. Sujah invited him to dinner; the King. 
accepted the invitation, and the entertainment was prepared. 
The King then refused to go for fear of being poisoned, Sujah 
observed that, if His Majesty was so suspicious, even when 
he had the English Army close at hand to punish him, that he 
would have greater reason when he would be absent from sich 
friends, Whata farce? Sujah with a dagger, waiting for the 
opportunity of stabbing us, pretends friendship and a good 
Opinion to lull us into security ; and we like fools swallow the 
bait. Now Sujah kept up the farce by pretending to arm 
against the King; but he lets his infantry mutiny for want of 
pay, that he may use the money for arming horse and filling 
his treasury, Our treasury is empty enough, ‘Ten thousand 
horse would easily cut off cur collection of revenues, and this 
Sujah knows; and we are all well acquainted that without 
money our sepoys will not stay: for, as It is they desert by 
hundreds if they are ordered to march either up or down the 
country. | wish time may prove 1 am deceiving myself, and 
that I have erred in my opinion,” 

Colonel Pearse had a severe attack of illness this year, and was obliged 
to go to Madras for change of air. He sailed from Bengal on the joth 
November, This trip restored him to his usual health, Of the climate of 
Calentta, which we trust has improved of late years, he thos speaks in 
writing to his uncle, Admiral Mann :— 

“The air of Calcutta is in summer like to a hot steam-room: and in 
winter like a cold steam house, All the air is in every season full 
of moisture and of saltpetre. Do not wonder that it has acted 
pon my body.” 

Early in March, however, Colonel Pearse returned to Fort William he and 
thus writes to General Pattison — 

29th March. 

My Dear GENERAL, 

I wrote to you from Madras by the Zxifon, I was then mending, Soon 

after, I heard all Bengal was in an uproar; and | set out by the 
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very first conveyance to get back to partake of the general confu- 
sion. 1 arrived onthe Sth instant; but where to find the confusion 
I know not. The Mahrattas are scampering about; but I believe 
there will not be a drop of blood spilt; nevertheless a body of our 
forces is marched to support Sujah-ul-Dowlah and the Rohillas 
agains tthe Mahrattas, This is necessary to keep them, our best 
allies, firm in our interest: for otherwise, they might teke part 
against us by joining the Mahrattas I have received orders to 
proceed to army, and shall set off in.two of three days to travel about 
1,900 miles on men's uhoulders, which joumey | hope to finish 
by the rst of May. 
Letier to Admiral ann. 

Fort William, 29th December, 1773. 

"My Dear Sir, 

“ After traversing Hindoostan to overtake the Army at Ramgaut, and 
being disappointed by bearing of their march back, in consequence 
of the retreat of the Mahrattas, | went from Allahabad to Phaizabad, 
the capital of Sujah-ul-Dowlai's dominions, to mect the General, 
There my dear friend Modre was taken ill of a disorder, which, 
unhappily for me, ended his days, after be had lingered from July ta 
October. Thus was I deprived of a friend whom 1 could ‘trust, 
which is the greatest blessing a man can have in Hindoostan. 
He died of the liver; which was tho disorder 1 labored ander last 
year. 1 myself was taker very ill at Sultanpore in August, and 
again in September, at Chumarghur. 1 do not wonder at it. 
Moore and myself travelled post through the violent heats, and 
were afterwards in tents during the whole of the rains" 

In another letter he says :— 

“When T left Calcutta, our army was entamped at Ramgaut, which 
is about 50 miles from Delhi on the eastern side of the Ganges, 
and about 1so0 from the cataract, called the Cow's Mouth. It is 
the source of the Ganges; for there the stream first takes this 
name ar! there is the sanctum sanctorim of the Hindoos, But 
before | had reached Allahabad, the Mahrattas had retreated and 
our army was On its march back. A. lew shots were exchanged 
across the Ganges. Two or three asses, a lame horse, and, | 
believe, an old tree were hurt; and the cords of the tent of the 
Commander-in-Chief were in danger. Thus ended the glorious 
campaign, without my assistance; but it had all the effect of a 
bloody one: for the enemy found we were in earnest; and sup- 
posing they were not capable of coping with otir forces, they 


COLONEL THOMAS DEANE PEARSE. eT | 





returned :and left all their conquests (if the country Uney overran 
deserves to be called so) to theses who chose to take them. The 
beat mace it advisable for our troops to do the same; and, on the 
rst July, 1 foutid them in huts, called cantonmerits, near Sultanpore, 
whith js. a town on the banks of the Goompotre—a small river, 
conlined i most parts within very steep banks of hard stony clay, 

“This place is about 2§ coss from Phaizabad (ar Oude), formerly a small 

village near Oude, and\« garden of the Nawab’s, where he had a 
bungalow (fw, a-honse built of bamboos, and straw, and mats lined 
with striped linen, or richest silks) which still retains, amongst the 
country people, the name of Oudebungalow. This is the residence 
and capital of Sujai-ul-Dowiah. Sultanpore was once a place of 
sone note; it is now a heap of rubbish," | 

The attack on the Rohillas took place this year; an event which will be 
an indelible stain in the records of the- British Government of India, by which 
the liberties of an unoffending state were unjustifiably invaded, their country 
desolated, and the blood of the peaceable: inhabitants: spilt to satisfy’ the 
mercenary views of an insidious ally. Neither prudence, nor necessity justified 
this act; anc humanity shrinks from the recollection of it, 

‘There is not a darker stain in the Government of Hastings, not even the 
fatal persecution of the unfortunate Nuncomar; even Colonel Champion, who 
commanded the Engtish force, in his despatches to Government, expresses his 
indignation at the atrocities his Army was witness to, whicli were committed 
by Sujah-ul-Dowlah and his troops. Colonel Pearse mentions the circum- 
starices in these terms: “I was. net permitted to go into the field: so | 
missed the-famous Rohilla fight on St. George's day, and bad not a share of 
Colonel Champion's honory,” 

And to General Pattison he thos writes, with a true soldier's fecting :— 

“ Here has: been a campaign against the poor Rohillas, an independent 

people, bordering on the dominions of our ally, the infamous 
Sujah-al-Dowlah, A battle was fought on St. George's day = in 
Europe it would have been called a cannonade; for there was 
not a musket fired by orders, the distance being too great. When 
the Rohillas retired, Sujah-ul-Dowtah’s brave horse, which, whilat 
danger to be apprehended, couragenusly guarded the rear, on- 
dauntedly moved up, and heriocally cut down the running. women, 

children, and unarmed multitude. However, the Rohilla chief 
the noble Hafie Rhamat Khawni, died like a soldier in the 
field ; fighting in the noblest cause, the defence of his country: and 
its tiberties: A cannon shot deprived the hero of hia Ife, aid 
left his body to te irisulted by the cruel, dastardly, wretched 
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Shjal-ul-Dowlah, who, acting in character, caused the head to be 
brought before him, and then, like a trac coward, insulted by 
pulling it by the whiskers and loading it with other marks of 
ignominy. My consolation in tot being with the Army was, that 
the war was un-Britizh, Britons, the most tenacious of their own 
liberties, were joining their powerful arms to conquer a free 
people, who neither had offended them, nor could offend; so 
remote, their country was unlnown—2o little undesirous of 
quarreling with their neightiours, that all their wish was to preserve 
their own peace. The only favor they asked was, that we would 
not draw our swords against them, but leave them to maintain 
thelr laws againat the crue! invaders of their liberties, But alas! 
we heard them not; we fought and conquered wand @ peace is now 
concluded, the particulars of which are such profound scerets, that 
I would not for the world attempt to dive into then, 


"1 stopped at Allahabad, because the Army wad on {ts return ‘Whilst 


I remained there, Mr. Laurel, a member of the Council, arrived, 
and took possession of Korah and Allahabad for the Company, 
and sat at the Cotcherry: The next day 1] went off to Mhaizahail, 
where the General was. About the middle of July, he left that 
place to go to Benares to meet the Governor, who was coming 
upon a visit and business to meet the Vizier, 


“ The country was entirely under water: the ralina incessatit; the whole, 


of course, very uncomfortable, especially to travellers. I followed 
the General te Berinres, and should have accompanied him, but 
I was stopped by a fever. The Governor had arrived some days 
before I did, and the ceremonious meeting waa over bere A 
treaty, by which Allahabad and Korah were conceded to Snjah- 
ul-Dowlah for certain considerations, which you know better in 
England than Ido. However, 1 was told 20 lacs down and 50 in 
three payments Minéer-ul-Dowlah, who was Viceroy of these 
provinces, died at a very great age, soon after the Governor, etc. 
left Henares: it is said of vexation and grief; but 1 believe age to 
have had a much greater share, Thus | happened to be present at 
some very Interesting transactions, which may possibly afford 
conversation at home, | shall not make any remarks It suffices 
that I relate what I saw and know." 


Colonel Pearse afterwards went to’Chunarghur, to survey the stores and 


garrison and then returned to Fort William, Sir Robert Burker, about this 
time, resigned the Commander-in-Chiefship and went home; and was 


succeeded by Colonel Chapotan, who also resigned ot) the 18th January, 1774, 


COLONEL THOMAS DEANE PEARSE. 323 


and went to Europe. He was succeeded by Colonel Champion in the 
Command of the Army, 
(To de continued.) 
[Eurroe's Nore—For the famine of t770 the reader will commult Sir W. Homter’s 


Anwale of Rura Bengal, and against the harsh, pot to day violent, criticism of the 
Rohilla War be will set Sir John Strachey's Hastings and dhe Redilta War.) 
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The Boss of the ‘ Grosvenor.”* 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


August rg, 1783. 

F=7 40) TE following relation of the loss of the Groswenor, and of 

ee the events which befel those survivors who have reached 

724 England, ia the result of my examination of Robert Price, 

Thomes Lewis, John Warmington, and Kichard Larey, at 

the. desire of Sir Henry Fletcher, the present Chairman of 
the East India Company. 

I tock, iy presence of Captain Burnet Abercromby, the examination of 
Price separately, and.af Warmington and Larey together; Lewis | examined 
myself, After taking notes of Price's report, these notes were read to him 
and he was desire! to correct any mistakes that might Nave been made; he 
did so in some circumstances, and in one particularly, which gave me a strong 
impression of his precision, The note stated “that the natives had but one 
shoe and made great springs in hunting.” On reading the totes to the boy 
he remarked, that "the shoe he had seen, but that thetr making great springs 
he had been told by the Dutch.” His relation Is marked with inverted com- 
mas, and the initials to the paragraphs distinguish the other authorities, where 
they all agreed in essentials. I have omitted the signature, when cross<jues- 
tioned they nowhere expressly differed from the boy. 

Thave not intentionally omitted any of his ideas of impressions, nor have. 
T added any of my own; It however gives me much satisfaction to see 39 many 
efforts of generosity and mutual aasidtance; perhaps im this there may be 
some tincture from favourite opinions, as-I cannot believe the world collec 
tively half 40 bad) as it is supposed by some, though J am ready to admit the 
depravity, of such individuals, as great, as their own imagination car concelve 
the corruption of the whole to be. snokt ) 

After I had reduced the different reports to one relation, { read the whole 
over before Captain Abercromby, In presence of the four persona, desiring they 





uo 

* Spelling ant Munctuntion sccording to the original paenphlet, For thet special Caleuths literest 
peo Bupmat: Pact & Passess, Vol IT, p Sys Ai Uw Indlany Record Dyupartmun amy be beets Ue 
mcomnt.of tha wreck ewer Ww by De Lame, Hawherey, Hynes, Feancou, ft earies bat litte rom 
thi acooant —W. KP. 


326 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 





would pohit out any mistake | migtt lave made: they did eo ina few in- 
stances, and added considerable elucidations, of which 1 have profited, and 
I afterwarts read over to the boy, by himself, everything taken from his 
relation, 

The dates must not be considered ag precise. Here the boy totally fails 
me, after separating from the Captain and ladies ; til thet event, thelr accounts 
agree ttearly in time : the boy will not even give a conjecture of dates after, 
and the others do not pretend to be exact, and the different events are con- 
tradictory in time. 

Lewis reports that the Dutch distinguish four people beyond the 
Hottentots. 

First, the Cajfrecs with whom he lived, separated from the Hottentots by 
an uninhabited country. The Caffrees country, as well as the adjacent part 
of the Hottentot country is sand-downs to the sea; the habitations being at 
sqme distance inland, 

Second, The Tembookers - “ty 

Third, The Masboohers } between which is an uninhabited country, 

The Dutch party sent in quest of the wreck, travelled into the Mam- 
bookers country, crossing the uninhabited country, which they first passed 
after leaving the Captain nad the ladies The Dutel) party was stopped by 
the Mambookers, "who avked if they thought them fools to let them go 
through their country.” 

Fourth, the Alonyas, where the Dutch mippose the ship was lost. 

From Manee! Mesquita de Pergstrelis Lfind that from Fithery Point in 
29° 20 5, to the N. Eastward towards Point Sé. Lucia in 28° 30° S, the Land 
is cliffs on the ahoar; both to the Northward and Southward of this Space the 
Coast is Sana Downs; so that the Grosvenor, by the description of the coast 
where she was lost, must have been wrecked between 23° 30° S. and 29° a9 8, 
I think the Poses in sight to the Northward of then was Porn! St. Lucia, and 
that therefore they were lost in nearly 29° 30' S. 

It could not possibly be in above jr S, Latitude, as Lewis and 
Warmington report; for they all agree, that melancholly event happened in 
the Caffree Country, terminated on the South by the Great Visch Rizier, 
ij about 30° S. Latitude, which they passed in the fatter part of their 
journey from the wreck, in which joumey they employed three months: 
before they came to the Dutch Farms near Swathops Réver tn about 31° S, 
Latitude 

In great part, their Calamities seem to have arisen from want of manage- 
ment with the Natives; I cannot therefore in my own mind doubt, that many 
lives may st be preserved amongst the natives, a4 they treated the indivi- 
duals that fell singly amongst them, rather with kindwess than brutality, 
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althetigh it was futural to expect that ey large & body of Europeans would 
raige apprehensions; and fear always produces Hostility. 

Jn this Confidence I cannot omit to rocemmeid, that eune sinall Vessel 
should be ordered to range the const, from the Limite of the Dated Farms to 
Dela Goa; and, as this isa matter of Humanity in which the Stare is 
concermed, Loam kel to take sotice, that the Saujyy, lately atrived from the 
West fadies with Admiral Pigor, a smal\| Vesse! of 50 ‘Tons and a remarkable 
fine Sailor, is the fittest Vessel that can be imagined for this Service; it being 
necestary for the Vessel to keep close to the shnar, arid to be shle to make 
her way off in case of blowing weather, { shall conchide with adding that 
not only Aatmonity Wo the Servivers, but the Seaton require, that there should 
be ne delay i) dispatching this. Yee) from England, 

The aumber of persons om board is- reported to have been 153; but this 
ntust certainly Nea mitake, for the Jist sent by CL Geren froin Triticomalit 
only amounts to 149 including children ; Captains Talbot and his suite are pct 
indeed in that fist : but the number which they can specify, including Captain 
Tillbot and two persims wlio came aboard with him, and 29 lascars, does ‘not 
exceed 142, 

DALAYMPLY. 





AN ACCOUNT 
Or Tt Loss oF THE 
*GROSVENOR" 
INDLAMAN 
On the gih of Angust, 1782. 


WITH A RELATION OF THE EVENTS WHICH aFEL THOSE SURVIVORS WHO. 
HAVE KEACHED Exchany, wz, Rover Pict, THOMAS Luwts, 
jouw WARMINGTOR, AbD BARNEY Liaey, 





On 13th June the ship left Trimcwmal?. They saw wo feed after leaving: 
Ceyton ull the ath August when the chip was fut At-S pat, of the 
ath August, by sea reckoning, when Thomas Leswiy left the helm, the cotirae 
was W.N.W. with a fair wind; the Ship was then under double reefed 
topsails and: foretop-gallant sail maintop-gallant mast being down, their 
main-mast having been fished; the most: was faulty before they’ left 
Trincomel’, and they tet a tard gele of wind afer leaving tat port 
It was fished about six days before they ran ashoar, and the sume day they: 
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fished their mast (hey saw a small brig, which was the only vessel they saw: 
in their passage alter leaving Trincomalé—7, L. 

‘In the middle watch the wind having come to the 5.W, the seceond mate 
had faid the ship ei the starbaand track, but the Captain came out and put 
the ship about again; he heard the Captain say he was 300, miles from land 
by his account, which was the headmost.* 

The wind having freshened in the S.W. 2nd blowing hard in squalls the 
Ship was under fore sail, fore stay-sail and mizzen stay-sail, and standing, he 
believes, about N. W, to N. about 36 past 3 AM, he-was sent aloft to get 
down the foretop-irallant. yard, he thought he saw the /end and camedown, 
to tell, but he was sent up again, as they would not believe him; after the. 
watch was reliewed at 4 AM, having been detained in getting down the top- 
gallant yard, whet he came from aloft about 44 past 4 hesaw the fad plainty 
from deck, but the third mate who had: relieved the second imate, the chief 
mate being sick, would not believe it, saying it was only the reflection of the 
sky, and would not put the Ship's head off to sea; Wm. Mixon, Quarter. 
Master, went-in and told the Captain, who came out and. wore the Ship 
immediately axl in wearing she struck, thay had just time to call all hands at 
once: the wind very soon shifted and came off shoar, when they hoisted up 
the fore-top sail and endeavoured to back off, but they only twisted the 
Ship's licad off ahoar and her aterm upon the rocks; the water gaining 
upon them very fast, the Ship was soon full of water; they cut away 
the masts, the tnalti-ijast went presently and drove ashore, the Coffrecs 
chambered upon it to get the fron and copper, the forémast was @ pretty 
while before it went, and they could not get ciear of it the Ship's side, she 
remained with her head off shoar tll ale went to pleces, the zea breaking 
without her, 

They hoisted out the yaw!) but she was stove immediately : they made 
a raft, but the 7 inch bawser by which ft was fast beoke, and the raft drove 
ashour with four men on it; three were drowned, wiz, George Well: 
born, midshipman; Simon Griffiths, boatewain'’s first mate; we gis 
Shear, poulterer; the fourth Ladrence Jonesqud, was saved, and got 
ashoar, 

43 soon as the ship was lout, two Lascars ewam ashore with the lead 
line, and mace a hawser fast to a large rock on the showr; hey did not 
understand aboard what they said; but Pandolpho having swam ashore soon 
after the Lasoars, called to siete and er howe the hawser tort, bad al 








* The ley, Robert eles, iyo “ vidrilad he waited 4 enppet, the Cope ent Cee weer 
ballaingy Waar Whey wliwuli) wee che ew? ipieearkger tan reat lage thee (Cepek Neen doling cof 
wlth tale glase in the aitermoon, but hii dows awk Wun Whither le wre Joolling fut dieeed of what. 
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the sailors got ashoar by this Tawser, and some were drowned in the attempt 
by the haweer’s slackening, vis. -— 
John Woodward... Quarter Master, 
Thomas Gentils 
Val Pyers 
Jotm Higgins 
Andrew Nowland 
John Morrison 
Bartholemew West 
Thomas Mayo 
Francis Dogherty 

Joseph Barkini was drowned in swimming ashoar with Pandoipho; a 
lacl, who came aboard with Captain Talbot, was never seen after the ship 
struck, and @ black mari, assistant to the Captain's. cook was drowned in 
the ship: all the rest-of the 15 got ashoar; he, the boy, Robert Price, 
was forced off the hawser, ancl his head dashed mpainst the rock by 2 
violent sea, the eut he received, of which the mark remains, was so bad, 
that he was not able to help himself, and would have been drowned if 
Francis De Larso liad not taken hold of his hair, and pulled kim out 
of the seq, and then others qssisted to draw him wo by the arms: this 
woud made him take less notice of what passed whiist they kept by the 
wreck.—P. 

About noon the ship parted by the forechains, and about 1 ran by the 
main ¢hains Almost foo persons were atoard whew the ship parted ; the 
ship lay down very much, they got the Ladies Out at the starboard quarter 
gallery, the people standing on the starboard side of the ship, and when she 
partes! the sick sunk down into the sea with them all wpor it, antl floated 
into shallow water, when the sailors helped the ladies-and chikdren on shore, 
the body of the wreck breaking off the swell. Captain Talbot of the navy 
who wat a passenger, anid some others came ashoar on the fore part of the 
ship. They made a tent of a new mizzen topsail for the Ladies, ete, on the 
flattish part of the rock, where they found plenty of fresh water gushing out 
amongst the rocks, | | 

The ship wag lost just to the northward of a reehy point, where there 
was a high surf; the eoast was rocky, slanting up, and atop Mat with grass, 
in some places very high, whic the natives are accustomed to burn; beyond 
the country hilly and woody “a little to the southward of where the ship was 
cast away, the cliff’ were steep almost right up and down, so that there fi no 
passing along the sea-side, a little to the northward was a sandy bite where 
most of the things were cast ashoar, ending in a fom blackith point > in the 
fandy Hite there was a creed, into which many things drove, particularly a 
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cask of wine and one of their sows which was killed against the rocks, the 
creek-was full of large rocks which they passed over at low-water, 

“Plenty of timber from the wreck, and the booms und sails were cast 
achoar, sufficient to have built and fitted several vessels, nor were tools, as 
adzes, etc, wanting, “Plenty of beef and pork came ashoar, but all in pieces ; 
there was one cask of flonr also came ashoar, and some of the hogs which the 
natives killed particularly one boar, who thought himself the king of the 
place, rutting up the ground : ‘the natives coming tocatch him, he tumed up 
his snout artd grinted ‘at them, so they were afraid to seize him, but killed 
him with « lance, and the women and men cut him pp. 

* Provision was sufficient for about 8 or o days, which was as much as 
they coull carry, the ship steward made a distribution of that and what 
cloaths they could pick up." 

it was on Sunday morning the ship was lost, and on Wednesday morning 
they set out to travel to the Care, the Captain saying that they would get 
there in 16 or ¢7 days at farthest, but he hoped in.10 days, All their arms 

were ¢ or 6 cuthaeses; plenty of fire arms were cast ashore but no gun- 
powder.—T, L. 

” After the ship struck the natives pointed the e¢ker may," not the way 
they travelled afterwards and said someffrmg, which they imagined was to tell 
them that there was a dey that way ; he was told by the Dutch, the ship was 
Jost near Aio /a Goat and that there was a great river between <7 by the dis- 
tance the party went without reaching the wreck, the Dutch said ‘the ship was 
lost: wearer Le Goa than any Dutch from the Cape had ever gone by land.” 

As soon as the ship was lost, the natives, who are all wool/y-Aeaded, Came 
down to pick up what iron or other metal they could, but they did not 
stem to regard the bales which were thrown ashoar, only slitting them with 
their lances as they passed.—\W. and L. 

The matives dress (ele heads high ** with a hollow in the middle, and 
stuck into their hair the brass nails, picked up fram the trmkes cast ashoar, 
They had very little clothing —W,. and L 

“Whilst they remained by the wreck the mative: did not offer any 
violence, but stole what they liked and ran. away.” 

At the end of three days they staid by the wreck, the chief part of it 
remaining together was the head and eut-water.—W, and L 





* jot, to the NE. 
T Which Se malt Faleges, aul the Freeach 5 Aipeit, oe Lerrerad, (Marprve. 


$ Probably what che eariree alluded tym, mowl wikot the Dhallitingron's ceew call £2, Lets, aml place 
of 14 & Lai 

“* Neue df then saw anpthing tke the ilies Jfeauls suentioneel iy the eetomnyt of WN Comme 
published with DiawAire’) Menage. 
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When they set out the chief mate was carried being sick ; the 2nd mate 
led the van, the Captain in the rear and the ladies in the middle, they kept 
regular watch in their journey.—T. L. 

John Bryan, being lame and Grable to walk, and Joshua Gloyer, a fool, 
staid by the wreck. 

As soon as they marched the natives threw stones and hove their 
lunces at them, “they could not get along the sxa-side on account of the 
steep Gifs to the Southward* of them, bot they travelled along the top of 
these cliffs, never far from the coast, and always in sight of the sea, except 
in passing the hallows, they sometimes found patha of the Coffrees which 
they travelled along, and in same places were grass, and along the shore 
some parts were sandy, some parts rocky. 

“The day after leaving the wreck, from whence the natives followed 
them, they fell im. with » man Jighfer-cleared than the natives with straight 
hair, they supposed him a Mfa/aynian (but the Duteh suppose it was a 
Dutchman tamed Trews), he Gine up to them, clapping his bands and 
calling Angier, Engle: ;* he talked Dutch with Jolm Suffman, Mr. William's 
servant, and told them that the CAre was a great way off! and being desired 

to. guide them, said he could wot, as he was affrald of being killed if he 
went into the Christian country: they offered him any money if he could 
eonduct them, he said he did not want mowey but copper: they said they 
would load him with ee¢per; but be would not go, He advised them to go 
along the coax? for that favesd they would meet the Soswhmen Afoitentots 
who would kill them all; this man was with the natives, but he thinks they 
were not the same kind of people as those where the ship was lost, because 
they were taller and not so black, and had their cheeks painted red, with 
feathers in their heads, he thinks Ostrich feathers.> 

“ He believes the Malay was a rogue a5 he shewed the natives: where 
thelr pockets were. 

“The Captain had a stick with a bayonet on it, which the natives 
snatched away out of his hand, but the Malayman persuaded them to give 
it back; the natives with whom the Malay was, came and cut off their 
buttons. 

“The natives always left them at night: they had but one shoe, made 
of buffaloe Hide, which they wear on the right foot, it has mo top leather, 

7 st gg a re nl a i a as 

Tie Cojfress, Where be jived, 
oa anf) Zambvelet | aewecn which these i «brick 6 good aya mpiaabii 
wh, ASwupa. Where they atppose the ship wai ll. 

(tu the Dodidingten's Jornal they tactiina to Intro pes mnong the Coilrocs a lad abont ta on te 

years of age who they supposed a. Lusvposs ) the Jalitude 9 Sot mentioned, 
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except over the tor, and is tied round the ancle with two strings from the 
heel, The Dutchman, with whom he afterwards remained, told him that 
they make great springs when they go a hunting.” Lewis says they wear one 
shoe and are very nimble, that he could not run half so fast. They are some- 
times out for 3 or 4 days from their hutts, they feed their dogs with what 
they catch, not eating it themselves, and only bringing home a little on their 
knob sticks —T. L 

froth or 11th August.) About 3 or 4 days after leaving the wreck, the 
Captain going ap a very high hill, took a lance from one of the natives, 
who endeavoured by signs and entreaty, as bis words were supposed, to get it 
back but to no purpose: there wes no village than in sight, but he went 
away to the village and called the rest who came out with their lances and 
targets.—T. L. 

“The Captain put the Ladies, and those who were unable to do any- 
thing upon a rising ground with the baggage, and then attacked the 
natives and drove them out of the village,—T. L. W, and L 

“The weapons used by the natives were targets made of hides to cover 
themselves, so that when our people threw stones at them they could never 
hit them ; they had reddish sticks, seemingly dyed with a wooden knob at 
the end, and lances; but not choosing to loose the iron of the lance, they 
drew out the lance-staffs and sharpened the end, and threw these staffs at 
our people: it was one of these they stuck into Mr, Newman's car, he was 
stunned and fell down, on which the natives made a noise.” 

One of the natives, “ having fallen down in running away, he was over- 
took by the boatswain and others," and bruised terribly, but the Captain told 
them not to kill any —T, L. 

Afterwards the natives brought sweet potatoes to exchange for the 
lance-staffs and sticks they had throws at our people.” 

They sat down peaceably round and the Captain had some toys which 
he gave them, and they went away; sfter stopping about two hours oar 
people proceeded, the natives did not molest them but Ict them go.—T, L 
confirmed by Price. 

After this skuffie they never opposed the natives, but let them take 
what they pleased —W, and L.., etc. 

“Having proceeded on, after beating the natives, about 3 or 4 miles 
further, in the evening the Malay came up with them, he laughed at the 
dispute that had happened, and being asked which was the right road? said 
that be was going. He had been at the wreck where be had got a load 


of iron and had on a Jong gown of the Captain's which he had found 
there. 
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“ After the Malay had Icft them, they marched on and met some other 
natives, from whoni they got some sweet potatoes for buttons; and after 
travelling some way it began to rain a little, whereupon they made a fire 
of grass-and tufts, there being no bushes nigh; and after resting « little 
they went on and took up their lodgings for the night at some bnabes 
a-top-of a hill under a bank, with a running stream of fresh water in the 
hollow beneath. 

(11th or ath August). “Next day they came to the village where the 
Malayman's house was, itis by the sea-side; he brought his child to them 
and asked fora bit of pork for the child, the Captain said he was in great 
distress, but gave him a little bit for the child.” 

This Malayman Jooked at their buttons and called Zimée, “which is 
capper.” The Captain told them to give the natives nothing "because they 
would think they had orore, and want to search them."—T. L. and P. 

The officers and passengers would got let the seamen have any parley 
with the natives, thinking they could manage better with them —W. and L. 

“ After leaving the Malayman’s village, the natives followed throwing 
stones: the sallors.desired to walk on, thinking the natives would not follow 
far; they came to a creek which they passed at low water, it was then about 
noon: they went on till evening, when they found water by the side of « 
hill: then. the: Coffrees came down and surrounded them, wanting to take 
buttons.and such like from them, and wanting to search the Ladies: some 
of the natives kept on the hill, threatening to throw down great stones 
Upon them. 

“The sailors. advised the Captain to go on, and not to sit still and let all 
their things be taken from them, but (Lewis says, the doctor being sick) he 
would pot move, and sb different people set off without him. "The Lascars 
went first away and the natives followed them and robbed them—T, L. 

" After leaving the Captain, they saw at a distance the Ladies, etc. 
coming over a ill; that night they came to a salt water river and gathered 
wood to make a fire; they could not strike a light, but seeing 2 light on the 
other side of the river, one of the lascars swam over and lighted a stick 
at a Coffree hut, when he saw no people, We swam back over the river, with 
the stick and lighted afire, Colonel and Mrs, James came up to them; as 
they had no water, Colonel James advised them to dig in the sand, which 
they did and got water, the same night the Captain anc the Iudies came 
up, and by next morning they all joined again, except Bastiano Nardeen, 
whe had dropped beltind being a big man and unable to walk, and the two 
who remained at the wreck. | 

“In their way this day they found a tree bearing a sweet berry, with one 
small hard stone, of which fruit they cat, but they found that it bound them 
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very moch, the berry grows upon the branches, is sbout the size of a pea ; 
when ripe it is black, and, before it is ripe, red. 

“In the morning, the Ladies waded over the river breast high, ‘being 
supported by the sailors who carried over the children; this was the 7a/ 
river since they left the ship, it was emall, and after they got up the hill on 
the other side, they saw it almost dry, by the ebbing of the tide" This was 
about a week after leaving the wreck. 

After crossing the river, Lascars and Mrs, Hosea's black maid Betty left 
them first; and then some of the people set out, straggling, leaving the Captain 
and ladies ‘betitad, The Captain was not sick, but out of heart when they 


parted, and their provision was not then expended ; they know nothing of the 
Captain or Ladies since they parted about 10 days after the ship was lost. 
“ The natives never offered to carry away Mrs. Logie or any other of the 
Ladies ; nor offered them any injury, except taking their rings or such like.” 
The following persons were left with— 
Capuin Comm 
Mr, Lagie ve (Chief Mate. 
7 — po, 
r Harris —_ sth. 
5 a» Ulay as Porm. 
« Nixon — Sargeon. 
Kober Ree ~ Homteaim 
Johr Hunter oo Gannen 
Witham Mixon ace (partes: Maacez. 
10, George M'Dandel « Carpenter's pt Mute. 
James Manlewerer on “ and Mate. 
Sohn Eedbins oss (Cauthes, 
Wen. Stewems v~ Buteber. 
Frank Mashoe . 
ne Chee. “ibeecomiida 
Joe Arbre 
Matthew Bell 
Roqie Pandolpbe 
Johp Sucwers 
a Jobn lope 
fou. Thorsen ev Chef Mate‘s Gerrant. 
Jame: Verietern =... 9 Bostewarin’s Servant. 
Jobs Hill oe  Cemoder"« Servant. 
Amt Diy Cras « ‘(Captains Cook 
35 Wateick Firagperaid 
roe tudes ! Discharged sotdiers fram Mader 
Cul Jem 
Men Joiwes, 
Me Howe 
go Mew. Pee 
Mr Lago 


Air, Newnes. 
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Cat. Waliethowse Adair. 
i} » Wilt. =] 
TT lice ered Chiliiten 


Mazer Seandimi. ... 
u (Chmnhers. a 
Aare Sanvawis 
Georgy Sime - Mr Newuwnr's 
aa Repnel = Master Law's 
Dow «x My, Hoos 
Betty = Mok Logre’s since arrived at the Cape, aay) het Midirees eit lier away. 
Sally irs. James’, 
May « hha Depa’, 
a> Hashim -~ file Home's 
MM. Ptaideens de Like A Preach Gfiem Wen pvfard the sume day after 
|. Romexs — Seavert to Cal. Li Expinetis. | they lift the Captain, 


The same day they parted from the Captain and ladies, they came up 
apain with the Lascars in a bit of a wood.—W.-and IL 

(About 16th. August), The day after they came to a river's mouth, here 
Thomas Wren was knocked up ; Francis Feancon and S, Paro also staid, saying 
they would swim across ; the Lascars also parted from them again. Thay 
went up three days along the tanks which are yery hilly and steep, “Here 
they were robbed by the natives,” and then crossed where its depth was 
about up to their middle, The French Colonel (D’'Espinette) was left befare 
they crossed the river, being quite knocked up; and a couple of hours after 
they had crossed (about roth August) Captain Tatbot was knocked up: 
his coxswaitt wanted to stay with him, but Captain Talbot would not Jet Kim, 
saying, it was Oi no Manner of service; there were no natives with them, but 
they saw some huts soon after, —* This was-a hilly country."—T-_ L, ete 

(About 2gth August) “About Bor to days after leaving the Captain, 
it was thought they were still too many together to be able to get provisions, 
and they parted again: the party which set out first consisted of 23 


persons,* uc. -— 
Potert Price — Captains’ errant. Then not moh, 
above $5 yous Gf age. | win Bogan 

Wen. Thomann Midohigaein = Prat (Feneen (ult TL) | 
River, 

Maser Law  Chlld.ef gor G yearsold.. vet gt November. 

James Thou — (Quarter Master ~ Left about § or to days alter entering 
Semon éanbasborest countrys 


Thinmas Steams... Do v= Dred (Setintts told WI 





* Tn the cnmmerstion they can wmle euler cot ap 


336 


i$ 
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Robert Aghl 
Ceoge Reed 


Gene Creighton 
Wim. Couch 


lan Jonceque 


Franco de ann 
Jeremiah Exons 
Lan. MeEwen 
Edw. Monck 
John Squires 
“AH, Schulte 
Tho, Parker 
feeme (Misi qn i 
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for Mr. Littharn, ete, 
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~~ Baxtuesin's peanan =, Land (ad tive Nye (ee eK ty) Feanene 
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, ee 
ak ee rey frame told Li Lt 
Left at rea! Vine Perer 


The uiher putty eonedees pf 22 peru * r= 


5. 


cir 


1} 


July Warssshoygticat 


Tiionnaa Law ld 
Mi. Elie 


Mie Trot 


tc. Wollhcoe 


Str. “Taegloe 
Jolin Suffman 


Win. Hubherly 
Wm. Eile 


Jobin Myres 
Wilk Fruel 


Chea Berry 
Jamwes Sinepaem 
BL Fitageraid 
Jacob Angel 
Jobn Blain 


cde ei 


ore Petoteeela's Sul aie — =] 

_ saaeaeing 7 wr i glo 

and Mite wa Deft dite elves lin (he Brat: mmiihabidted 
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ww th Die » Left fy Tubberly at the nver where 
Air. Witlianse wae kittie. . 

-  Pterayge ~ Med (Hobherdy told TW: t.ho he 
bras frbren feterm erry mand bittedd Try 
eee 

Yau oo Then (Hubbesty tlh TC that he 
wold on ex ufier Mr Willies 
Heath, fuel lied doy afer) 
L. Servant to Mii Wilflast 2. uel’ [Hubbetty tod TL) wae bef 
by Warmington at a river in feat lan 
inhabited coaetry: 
Dy. to Mr Shaw - Gone te 
~~ Servant to Coloret fames ... 1 aft wie miei Vwi iy METERS 
-j — Left at ged pie te Eamward of Greer 
Dhicherged. Vsed Sree (whch bea binge via 
| Salitiees at high seater}. 
=J ve haf ab the cues river oe Mee Shaw. 
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cane to Sewilag’s river. 
nd ve Dem 
‘~ — Left at came river with My, Show, 
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Jchn Howes i 1 Left al game river @iih) Mr. Shaw 
(Fubbes!y told T, Lo was sed whe 
Sennen. died about 3 days after Shaw.) 
a John Brown ' = Left at» rivers) 


Master Law was first carried by William Thomson a midshipman, 
and then ly each of the party in company by turns and when they were 
knocked up, Mr, Lilfborie said he would save the boy’s life or lose bis 
owt 

“The first party continued on the ea coast the natives:still about them, 
but dropping off Httle by: little, The natives minded nothing but metal, 
one of the Coffrees took a watch (Hubberly told him) and then broke the 
watch with:a stone. and picked the pieces out with their ence, and stuck 
them In thelr hair — this was up a pretty large salt water river,” 

“They met a black Portuguese, tather young than old, in a house by 
AeSalt Water river near the sea, he bad two Coffrees women with him, his: 
house was by fiself, but there was a Coffee village [of five huts) near this 
Portugiese had no cows, but he gave them threo fish which he cooked 
for them, together with what shell fish they had picked up, and some white 
roots like potatoes” This was about three days after entering the second 
inhabited country —L 

The other party went inland, and were three days out of sight of the sea, 
they were four days without seeing-any inhabitants, though they saw some 
old tuts and many wild beasts, elephants, tigers, etc, being distressed for 
provisions, they returned to the coast, where they fed on shell fish and: fared 
pretty well when they came up to a dead whale, of which they saw three or 
four. They did not eat of the first or second, having no knife, bute made 
a ehift aflerwards to.cut ft with a epike nail, tl Warmington found a knife 
it) a boat upset on the shoar—W, 

In about three weeks ora month, after parting with the Captain and 
the Ladies, they came into a sandy country, by this time they were 
separated inte amall parties — 

The party in which Thomas Lewis was consisted of about eleven 
persone, Hubberly told him Mr, Shaw wea the fist who died, and in about 
three days after John Howes died ; Lewis came on alone, and came up with 
the Carpenter, etc, near a deep narrow river; at the end of 49 days, from 
leaving the ship, according to the Carpenter's account (but Larey says he 
had last his knotched atick 10 days before), Captain Talbot's servant Isaac, 
who tad been his coxswain, and Patrick Burn stopped at the river, He swam 
back and told them to make a catamaran and he would swim it over which 
he did and brought them aecross—T, 1. 





* River Nye on ch-ty. 
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Two days after he joined them, the Carpenter, Thomas Page, died and 
was buried in the sand—T, 1. 

Afterwards he came to another river, where he jolned several, Tere he eat 
‘8 piece of dead whale which madé Wim sick; from hence he went back 
seven days by himself and met James. Sims,* Jolin Brown and Edward 
‘Croaker; John Blain was lying dead in a hut: he proposed to go back tw 
the natives; Brown was not able to come, but he and the other two went 
back to the river where he had met the Carpenter; then his companions: 
would go no farther: he swam acrods at low water: next moming he saw 
two of the natives on the seaside: they ‘seemed travelling; they looked at 
him and pointed to go along with them, but they were going another way, 
it. to the westward; the same afternoon he saw three girla on the shores, 
they tock him home about 1 or £% mile from the coast : the men were 
boiling meat; they all came round him; he made signs for something to 
eat; they gave him a little miik, but teok his muscles [mussels] from him, and 
afterwards drove him away, throwing stones at him; he went to another 
Kraw! about jf mile distant and they pave him some milk; be stayed there 
alt the night under the trees, and the next morning went to another Kraw!, 
and then came back to the first Kraw] and found there Francisco Feaneon 
and S. Paro, who had come through the country, and not along the coast; 
they stayed at that Krawl and he went to another abont }4 4 mile from the 
first Krawl, and stayed with the Coffrees three months, taking care of their 
calves and gathering wood: 

When he had been about three weeks with the (Coffrees, William 
Hubberly, Mr, Shaw's servant, came there; hetold them all’ his companions 
were dead: Mr. Williams was driven into a river and killed by the natives 
throwing stones on him; Me, Taylor would eat none after, and in two days 
died. About 16 or 18 days after Hubberly came, Feancon and Paro left the 
huts; after a month's absence Feancon returned and told him that Paro 
was dead, also Thomson the midshipman, Parker and Burne were dead: 
the boy, from the information of De Larso, who went in quest of the wreck 
says that Feancon and Paro has! come within three days' journey of the Dutch 
farms, when they returned Feancon was nine days in the desert without water 
but his own urine, and then Paro died, 

The Hottentots sent by Daniel King from the Dutch Farms Swarthops, 
brought them through the country, and on the 1sth January, 1783,.10 of it 
days after setting out from the Kravwl, he met at Sondagr River, the waggons 
going towards the wreck, with Jeremiah Evans and Francisco De Larso, 
who had been twenty-eight daya from Lendvess pan Swellendam, they 
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wanted him to have retumed with them, but he would not, thinking he had 
already suffered enough—T. L. 

He, Lewis, stayed at Kat Skyppert house at Swarthops two months ; 
near it is the first house ‘belonging to Christian Feroos, to which John 
Potese brought the others who had travelled along the coast, and in 
the neighbourhood is Danicl King’s, a Hanoverian, with whom the boy 
femained—T, L 

The Dutch and Cuffrees are on bad terms, Dan King had all his cattle 
carried off by them not long ago,—T. L. 

The Lascars and Mrs, Hosea’s maid Jelt ther at first ; Mrs, Logie’s maid 
told him the Captain had left Mr, and Mrx Logie and Mr. and Mrs, Hosea 
behind, The Lascars and black maids were left at Zamdross van: Swvllendam, 
was ten days at the CAPE, and sailed from thence the 7th May, in the Danish 
ship the Ang of Denmark. 

Captain Miller, the captain of the waggons who went in quest of the wreck, 
took a slave, who had nun away from Tur Care and made him fast to the 
waggon, but he got away in the night, he sapposes this was the Portuguese,” 
=—T_L 

The Governor of the Cape hassent again itv quest of the people; Dan 
King goes himself and carries presents of copper, brass and beads for the 
Coffrees—T. L. 

When the party, with which Juhn Warmington, frst came into the 
vandy country, only eight of the party remained together ; they had not then 
overtaken any of the party in which the boy and Larey were—W, 

Three weeks of a month after entering the sandy comn/ry, they came to 
a sal! waler river oo decp to wade, at this time only four of the eight 
remained together, ric, Warmington, Fruel, Fitegerald and Hynes, but they 
had overtaken Liliburne with Master Law, Auld the cooper, and Jeremiah 
Evans, and at this river they came up with the boy, Larey, De Larso, the 
Armourer, William Couch, Simmons and Schultz, there are three or four 
mull rivers between it'and Great Visch River. 

Having now traced the others, the boy's account of his party will follow 
without interruption, 

“Some of the natives whom they met on the seaside, put a lance and 
Hobby stick into his hand by way of making friends, and took him by the 
arm, wanting him to go with them, but he began to ery and William Couch, 
who was his comrade, helping one another ever since the wreck and the 
others also fell a-erying, whereupon the natives let him. po; this waa in the 


"The boy wyss * De Lares sever Wald hier it was the Moutupaese thky hed een, 9 thera wre fired 
with him 4 gun stolen fice ons of Danie! King's men." 
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second inhabited country after leaving the Portuguese, he thinks these were 
the last Coffrees they saw. 

"aifter coming into the sewily country thoy saw no natives; the sendy 
rountry is sand hills, so loose that they could not go over them, and only 
could travel at low water when the sea ebbed and made it hard ; they found 
rocks scattered on the shore in many places, and one rocky part th the 
sea, which they could only pass at low water; but luckily they came to it at 
low water, 

"At this rocky place they saw sane pieces of wood with nails in it, and 
afterwards a Dutch boat cast on the shoal, Warmington who followed foun 
# knife in this boat, they also saw on the shore an old putter madt, and Hot 
fang after they passed the Great Visch River they saw.a small old top-gallant 
mast if afresh walter creek, 

* He learned the name of ¢Ad/ riper and of the others afterwards from 
De Larso who returned withthe Dutch party, 

" A little before they came to the Great Vinh River, which was iq aight 
from a rising ground, they passed a little galley, where they were called to.by 
Paddy Burne, Mr. Lillburte and Thomas Lewis, and Squires were there; 
the Carpenter then dead anc buried at that place, 

“Great Visch River is very broad at high water" like the sca, * “bat 
harrow at low;” it has flat sands at the mouth and some black rocks on 
this side.t De Larso was almost drowned by the eddy tide in swimming 
across, the others passed in catamarans made of rotten wood and stumps 
of trees brought down by the rivers and thrown up, which were tied 
with their handkerchiefs and roots that grew on the sand twisted together, 
they waded and guided the catamarans round the sand banks till they came 
to the narrow deep part; he, Larey and the Armourer were left behind 
the first day, their catamarans haying gone across the river without them 
Couch, Schultz and Simmonds passed over at that time, they staid that night 
and passed Great Visch River next morning; Mr. Lillburqe staid to sleep 
there that night intending to go back to a whale; with him remained Master 
Law, Warmington, French, Fitzgerald, Hynes and Evans whe crossed the 
river afterwards, and the following who did tut cross the river, one, Po Bure, 
G. Creighton, J, Squires and Issac, Captain Talbot's Coxswain, together with 
one of the Lascars who is arrived at the Care ; the Lascar sakd it way A great 
way to the Cape and that he would go back to look for the natives: 

“These who had gone over the Greet Viseh River found A porpoise. 
left amongst the rocks, Francisco De Larso caught hold af his tail andit 
splasbed him all over, but he at last stuck it with bls knife, which he brought: 
with him (0 Landross and gave to Mrs. Logie's maid, 
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“They continued on, after having stopped at the fresh-water creck 
where the topgallant mast was seen, till they came to 4 pond where was 
fresh water, and there stopped: they went up a steep sandy hill and staid 
in a fine jungle a-top of the hill, where they made a fire 

“When he and his companions crossed Great Vises Rroer they followed 
the others by their track and called out when they saw the tracks striking 
up from the shore, when William Couch answered; It was dark, and they 
joined a-top of the hill, 

» After coming up with thom they were five or ix days before they passed 
Bosthiemans' river and afterwards came to a great day in Uke sandy country 
with three istands [they ace small, white and round, the furthest about 
4 OF §-miles off shoar,] there is mot much surf in this bay, Somdey’s river falls 
into n—W, & L. 

* Only five.of the party remained together when they came to this Hay, czz., 
De Larse, Larey, William Couch, the Armourér and himself (Robert Price), 
Here William Couch died ; they buried him, and said prayers over him, sliook 
hands, and swore they would never. separate till they got into a Christian 
country. At this Bay they were overtaken by Joha Hynes and Jeremiah 
Evans, who told them that Warmington was left behind almost dead, Larey 
went and brovgit him back, 

" By this time they had found Sand Creepers, which are « kind. of Cockles 
that hide in the sand: so that they had plenty of victaals when joined by 
Hynes and Evans The Armourer went back with Evans to look for Mr. 
Liflburne, Fitegerald and others, but never returved ; losing his life to save 
his comrades. Evane returned the same night. 

* After leaving Spadag’s river they came to a creek called Kage and 
then to Swarrtaps river. which is salt water, and from the tops of the hills 
could see thé Islands in the Bay of Sordeg’s rier. When he was alone ot & 
sandhill gathering Hottestot figs, De Larso having laid down to sleep undera 
bush near him, be saw a man, whom at first.he took for anc of his companions, 
but on secing a gui on his shoulder, immediately ran to bim as fast as he 
could, which was not fast, his legs being swelled, anc fell down at his fect 
for joy! and:then called to De Larso, who spoke Portuguese. 

"Their companions were belaw by a Whale at the seaside, as they 
intended to stop three days here, but when they were called, this man, named 
Joke Potose, carried them to the house of Christian Forvos. with whom he 
seemed to be partner, They all resrained there three days, and three days 
mere at another house in the neighbourhood belonging to Daniel Konig, 
Then five were sent to Lendross Van Swellendam ; be, Robert Price, 
at the second house near Searthops river, From Landrosy Vda Swetlendani, 
Warmington and Larey were sent to the Cave; Hynes remained at Landross 


342 BENGAL. PAST & PRESENT, 





and Evans and De Larso came back to Swurttops, with 30 or 40 waggons and 
horses, with tents, and about 100 peuple under Captain Miller, intended to go to 
the wreck in quest ol more of the people who were saved,. 

* Evans and De Larso went On with the party; they got within five days’ 
jourtey of the wreck, bat came back, their horses being tirel” and the 
Mambookers opposing them, they left the waggons at the river Nye or cK-ly 
whiclt is a very lange river full of great stones, and has 4 rapid stream, it & 
near the Bamboe Berg and is fresh water; in their jourmey trom. the wreck. 
they were obliged to yo up it three days before they could cross, on account 
of the great stowes ; the country is inbatited on both sides 

“He (Robert Price) remained near Swarthyps till the waggons and. 
people returned, they were absent from Swartkops at least a month, and had 
been within a day's journey of where they were robbed, but never went to the 
wreck, nor had tokens of the Ladies or Captain, except they saw in a Coffree 
house, a great coat which they thaught was the Captain's; in their journey they 
saw snveral dead bodies 

* De Larso came from Tite Care in the same ship with Kobert Price, (ws 
Laurwig Captain Stainbeck) and is gone to Denmerd » In the same ship came 
also William Habberly, the second mate’: servant and Francisco Feancon 
who had remained with the Coffrees, and were brought from thence by the 
Hottentots, at the same time with Lewis, these are also gone to Danmark. 
Evans stayed at THe Care intending to be a farmer, but he will soon 
be home when he bears of peace, as he was very mmnich afraid of being 

al 
* Although they saw no farms till they came to Swartkops there are some 
beyond it; but none near the seacoast. He remained with Daniel Konig at 
Swartkops, three or four months, and used to go a-hunting with them ; they 
set ovt in the morning and reached Sendag’s river before night, and there 
stayed to hunt :—plenty of Elans, white and brown which go in great droves, 
always with the wind, Mar?-Seesten, Buffaloes, ese. 

* He cannot of bis knowledge say any one is dead but William Couch. 
He cannot recollect how long they were from Sxartieps to Landress, they 
were so happy to get a waggon to ride, that time passed quickly away, and 
they stayed three days at Captain Miller's. 

“ The natives make a fire by mbbing sticks somehow. The women are 
cloathed in jong skins down from the shoulder to the knee, dressed very soft. 
To make butter, they put milk in a leather bay and let it get sour, and then 
tic a string to the bag haul it up and down over # branch of a tree till 
butter is made.” 


* Lewis mage, ber le went to Ddooue ae the Coperee of Tid Care euuld wet joermlt hile up mettbe lb 
the coutttry ose Garner. 
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G SOC POAS IIE visit of the Calcutta Historical Society to Chandernagore 
piven Re has given « decided impetus to archmologica} research in that 

place and some interesting finds have come to light. The most 
important, of course, was the “iiscovery”” of the indispen- 
mable “ oldest inhabitant” i the person of Mr. E. Holguette 
grandson of ani officer in the French Company of H. H. 
Nizam All of Hyderabad, By dint ofappeatling to his memory—a particularly 
lively one, and ransacking the cegisters of the * Etat Civil” which go back 
to the year 1690, it las beer) possible te glean the following particulars 


Mag WATTS. 

The first object of interest is a house (now in ruins) situated west of the 
“Roe de Paris," at its intersection with the “Rue des Grands Escaliers,” to 
which local tradition has given the name of “Watts Barakana” (Watts 
residence), from the fact that it was for’a short time, in 1756, the vesilence 
of Mrs. Frances Watts, wife of William Watts, Chief of the English factory at 
Cossimbazar, and afterwards celebrated as the “Begum Johnson." After 
the capture of Calcutta, the Scribhe Siraj-ud-Dowla kept Mr. Watts and his 
family in durance vile at Moorshedabad , but, through the favour of the 
Kegum, the Nawab's mother, with: whom she found an asylom, Mrs. Watts 
obtained safe conveyance by water to Chanilernagore, where, in the swords 
of the Bengal Obiteary, “she wat received with all hospitality and attention 
by Mr. Lauss fare) the French Governor." The name of the Governor, 
by the way, was not Lauss (presiimably meatit for Jen Law) but Pierre 
Mathieu Kenautt de St. German. 

Another interesting locality is that known as * Chowdhuripara,” being 
the continuation of “Rue Desbassyns de Richemont,” to the west of 
“Rue de Paris,” called after an eminent Indian family of that name whose 
ancestor, Indra Narain Chowdhuri, "Dewan" of the French Settlement, 
built a littl temple wear his residence Quite spart irom its historical 


associations, this temple merits attention from the wealth and delicacy of 
its carving. 





Tuk Werites 
The name of most popular interest In Chandernagore is, of course, that 
of Werlée; but @ diligent search among the old registers has yielded no 
information directly connected with the most famous bearer of that name— 


Noél Catherine, Mme. Grand, Her father, Pierre Jean Werlde[or Varlet], was 


= 
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a“ Lieutenant de Frégate,” the son of Adam Werle, 4 native of Port Louis, 
and Marie Bodeveuc: and in 1744, at the age of 23, he married Marguerite 
da Silva, who was aged 14. 

Pierre. Jean Werlée was a Master Pilot of the Ganges down to 1753. 
For many years after this date he was absent from Chandernagore; and, in 
the interval, his spouse Marguerite da Silva died, and he remarried Laurencia 
Olecigne* (or Alen), By his first marriage he had issue: 

(1) Marie Anne Franovis Xavier, b sth July 1746. Married to Mr. 

Miche! Nicolas de Calnois, “ Greffier on chef ilu Conseil Provincial” 
A daughter of this marriage, Modeste Victarine Nicolas, was the 
second wife & Jean Mathieu Kene Michelet, and died in rot, 
aged 17, leaving an infant daughter, who survived her about a morith 

(2) Louis: Adam, b; 28th November 1748. 

(3) Marguerite, b. 14th July 1732. | 

(4) Antonie, b, 17th December 175}. 0 

It was during his:long absence from Chandernagote that, on the 21st 
November 1762, at Tranquebar, Pierre Werlée’s daughter by his. second 
marriage, Noél Catherine, was born, He re-appears in Chandernagore In 1766 
as * Capitaine du Port,” his son Jean Xavier being born on the 2oth Septem- 
ber of that year. hit sen became a Chevalier de In Legion d’Honnear 
and the proprictor of a flourishing Indigo concem at Hafral in the Naddea 
district. He married Louise Marie Lacheney, daughter of Louis Lacheney, 

a factor of the Company and Chief of the factory at Cossimbazar, Jean 
Xavier was evidently a good Churchman, for in 1308, he was“ Marguillier" 
of the Church of St. Louis; he died at Harrah in 1826, and his body was 
brought to Chandernegore for interment. His wife had died seven years” 
earlies ; and be left a-son, Jean Pierre Navier Cheri, who in (81g was married 
to Mlle. Palmire, daughter of Captain Pierre feu) Dareac, Chief of the 
French *loges" at Dacca and Jagdea. In 1844 the Freoch Ministry nf Foreign 
Affairs, Paris, comrounicate:dd to the * Etat Civil" of Chandernagore the 
news of the death on the ist September at 15, Rue Alle St. Louis, of 
Mr. Xavier Werlée, xt, 23, 4 student in the College of Mines and a native 
of Chandernagore. This young man was probably a son of Jean Xavier 
Werlée. 

Tradition assigns the residence of tho Werlée family to the house in Rue- 
Carnot (formerly Rue Neuve) now owned by Mr. L Lehuraux. 

JESUITS AND CAPUCHINS. 


The present Convent of the Immaculate Conception (ander the Sisters 
of St Joseph de Cluny) and the adjacent Chapel were the scene of missionary 





* Bustred refers io her os Altancy, 
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efforts in Bengal which qo tack alinest te the origie af the early Preach 
Setilemetits: 

In Virtue us canteact between the French: Company of the Indies and 
Dom Jose Poheiva, Bishop of San Thome, the missotts of Freeh ledia were 
divided betwee) the Capubhins and the Society of Jesus, the former minister. 
ing ty the Buropenn settlers fas st Poadicherry) anil the latter the native 
converts; bnt the fesuits formed the sole parochial clergy of the factory at 
Chandernagore culled the “'Payottee de Notre Dame.” A branch of Italian 
Copactiine belonging to the Thibet Mission, under « Vicar Apestoltic ut Agra, 
were also settled In the "loge * where they established a foundling-hespital, 
This “hospice des enfants treiivds “mentioned #4 " situé sur le ghit” Lr, on 
the present Quai Duplaix, & vow the Convent af the Immaculate Conception, 
The earllest relerence to It le In 16045 the date inscribed on the door of the 
chapel being 1739, 

* Early in §731, relations became strained between the Cottrell at Chander- 
nagore und thelr Jesuit pastors. “The formar, jealous of the supremacy of 
the Padrondo, favoured the appointment of French Capochins under their 
own Prefect Apostolic at Uondicherry, while the French Jesuits the " de facto” 
clergy, deferred to the authority of the ” Froviseur {Superier General) of 
the Diocese of St. Thomé resident at Golvothu (Hooghly), and refised to 
make the Chapel of Fort d’Oricans the parith church of the “Inge” As a 
result, Fathers Boudier and Pons were dismissed ("chassés deta loge”) and 


an Italian Gapuchin Dam Albert Saldeim was appointed Almouer, But the: 


banished clergy were soon reinstated, doubtless through the goed offices. of 
Guillaume Gaillgden ("0 remarkable bevefactor of the Charch of Chander- 
nagore aud of the Fathers of the Society of Jesus,” ae lity memorial tablet 
recorils) » and [in 1733, we-find ere Bondiee officiating at the baptiin of 
the eldest son of Councillor Pictre Renault de St. Germain, with Me. Dupleix 
as sponsor, This sn, Pierre Renault afterwards “Capitaine au Bataillon de 
VInde," fought undor hie father during the attack on Chandernagore by Clive 
and Wateon in 1757, aid signed the treaty of surrenilor. 

A letter from the corresprmdent of the Cadent(e Ciristien Merald 
publlehed In the Freaial of /ndia, of igth November Sau, states - “In i753, 
four Jesuits revided as missionaries at Clunderpagare 5 they hint an heeprtal 
which sometimes accommoduted three hundred pationts as abe an orphan 
refuge in which were 105 gitls wlio received a religions training; they had 
been purchased from their parents who sold them out of distress” The 
hospital here referred to was probably the * Hospital National” in charge of 
the Jemits, which was afterwards served by Thomas Lucas, Rene Michelet, 
Hervé Dubois and M: Gauwn, It ie net to be confounded with the " hospice” 
of the Capuchine above-mentioned. The Jewits also had a flourishing 


al 
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College at * Bandel d’Ougly " (ste} of which the R. P. George Deiterman, a 
German, was Rector in 1779 when he officiated, at the church of St Leis, 
Chandernagore, at the martage of M, Jeans Baptiete de Moedesert of the 
Council, with Catherine Butbeg, widow af Nicolas Gordinho; a native of 
Chinchuras (ae) ft was in the Jeswir Iuochial house at Chandernapore 
that the Rey. Dom Francisco Lainez, the saintly Bishop of San Thomé 
fsneeessor of Blessed John de Dtto) resided in i71y, on bit memorable 
pastoral tour, which ended oo fatally at the college of the Portuguese Jesuits 
at Bandel, where he died on the tith June 1715." 

In 1704, on the suppression of the Society of Jesity in France by Louis 
XY and the transference of their missions in Freneh Lidia to the "Missions 
Firangéres," the members of the exile! order in Chandernagore were affiliated 
to the foreign missions and continues! In charge of the Parish, now styled 
“ Paroisse de St, Louis" Jn 177% they were Nicholas Possewin, Jean Garafalla, 
Antoine Garret, and a certiin Tire Broquet who sppeart to have instructed 
boys in pilotage The faithful Father Possevin had for the past 30 pears 
followed the vicissitudes of the eolony, He had seen the heyday of its 
prosperity, the humiliations ef the slege, the sad days at Fre 
and: the return of the inhabitants to their old homesin 1762. in Debcember 
i779, be and his compariiona left Chandernagore: and the Rev. Joseph Francots, 

Capuchin, took formal possezsion of the * Cure” 

With the outbreak of the French Revolution all religious were secularised, 
On the 14th Jime 1828 the parishesof Pondicherry and Chandernagore were 
transferred to the Congregation of the Holy Gheet, but for many years 
Chandermnagore was without any resident priest. 

The Italian mouks meantime had continwed their good work: af provid 
ing an asylum for the poor as well av an heapital for young children, sold’ by 
their parents in the great famine of 1770 whose death roll forms a inelancholy 
chapter in the history of the settlement, ~~ 

The Capuchin establishment was alyoan almehous; and among those who 





Es 
resiied or diod there may be mentioned ladre Marco della Tomb (between 


1750 and 1773), the author of an “ Historical and tical Account of 
India,” of which an Italian edition was published in. Florence in 4873; Pletre 
Elizabeth Latour (1813) buried in the veranda of the Chapel, J 

Pinggio (1819) and Fra Angelo (1830) Pie 





Towards the beginning of the last century, the Intrepid so of 5 


St. Francis of Assisi, who, some fiity years earlier, lad peniatrated aa far. a 


Lhassa, where they founded a convent, gradually abandoned all attempt at 
the evangelisation of ‘Thibet. which they found beyond their resources ; and 
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in 1846, at the request of Mgr. Borghi, Vicar-Apoatolic of Agra, the Thibetan 
Mission wes made over ta the “Missions Etrangtres"* In consequence, 
the Hospice at Chandernagore had for years remained untenatited. In 
1342, the indefatigable Dr, I’, J, Carew, Vicar-Apestolic of Bengal, who Nad 
just bec inetrunmental in bringing. to Caloutta the firet batch of nuns of 
the Institute of the Blessed Virgin from Lovette Abbey, Rathfarnhatn, 
established a branch of that inetitutlon at Chandernagore, and for thut 
purpose took weer the old Hospice, The gateway of the Chapel to this 
lay bears the inscription: * Deo ct Meat. Mar. Virg. Lauretane.” On the 
16th May 1842, Ridjop Carew visited Chandernagore, where lie was received 
with the pealing of belle and a salvo of guns, and entertained by the 
Goverior, Mr. de St. Hilaire, who entered “his engaging little daughter” as 
the first pupil of the new Convent: The school wae opened on the tst 
August, 1842, mainly through the generous exertions of M. Joseph Paul, 
St. Poorgain, and was soon crowded with pupils Two adjacent holises were 
also rented and the Catholic male and female orphanages, luiguishing 
at Moorgtwstiatta, Calcutta, transferred there. tn 1$47) consequent on: the 
changes resulling from the recall of the Englah Jesuits from Calcutta, 
Dr, Carew withdrew the boarding school and orplraniges from Cliaudemagore 
and established them at Entatly, Calcutta. 

lo the sixties of the last contury, the * Hospice” was known ay Nielly's 
hotel, the " Patron" (@ former " Capitaine aa orig cours") being the nephew 
of Joseph Marie: Admiral Baron Nielly, Chevalier of St Louis, who, in th 
second year of the French Republic, captured the British Frigate 4 dowendee in 
a naval combat in the Channel, and commanded the sqaadron which conveyed 
General Hoche to Bantry Bay on his [l-atarred invasion of Ereland. tn 167, 
the matin building of the Capuchin hospital was purchased from the owners 
by M. Alfred Courjon and bestowed “on the Town of Chandernagore to serve 
in perpetuity for the oducation of girls under the direction of a Community 
of Religious of the Roman Catholic faith” The Chapel, dissociated from 
the old hospital, was put to profane uses, haying been alternately a dwelling 
house and a storehouse for hams, wine and groceries It waa ultimately 
purchased by the late Mrs, Gonsalves of Serampur, who, in 8870 bestowed. it 
on the Community of Freach nuns who had just opeded a convent In the 
adjacent building. 


A PRisoNneu OF THE * BASTILAR” 


“To conclude this somewhat lengthy account of matters ecclesiastical 
at Chandernagore It is worth while recalling an incident witich caused 


* * Le Thitbet Waprts ld Coreeapondance ihet Misi@aiiaires" ( 1. Dieewortians, 
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considerable stir in Calcutta of the forties, In 1840, there Oeing no 
resident Curd fp the French Settlement, Dr. Taberd, Vicar-Apostolie 
of Betigal (well-known a3 the author of a Cochin-Chinese Dictionary), 
directed the Rev Andrew O'Sallivan, R. C, Chaplain to the troops at 
Chinsurah, to attend te the wants of the Catholics of Chandernagore About 
the sith June, the Reverend Gentleman, on one of his periodic visits there. 
was catrusted by the Supreme Court at Caleutta with the distribution of the 
Claud Martin Charity, amounting to some 7co rupees: to the poor of 
Chandernagore. He proceeded ta the Church of St Louis ‘and out of 


courtesy invited one of the Magistrates to be present at the distribution 


of the alms. The Magistrate cume, but to the surprise of the Priest 
requested him in the name of the acting Governor, Mr. A. Bourgoin, 
to hand over all the money in his possession, This Father O'Sullivan very 
properly refused to do, and. in consequence, to quote the words of the Bengal 
Harkery, “bis almirah was sealed up; his buggy and pony taken away, and 
he himself left to repent of his contumacy in a damp prison,” Whatever 
explanation the Governor may. have had for his high-handed proceeding, 
great was the wrath of the Calcutta Press at the summary treatment meted 
out to a British subject in the discharge of « trust imposed upon him. by the 
Supreme Court. ‘Loud and deep were the thunders: of the great Stocqueler, 
mordant the sarcasms of the Marbers, and plaintive the bleating of the 
Bengal Catholic Expositor, The Englishman, indeed, suggested that the 
friends of the imprisoned Curé should collect a body of seamen from 
the ships in the river, arm them “after @ fashion” and lead them to the 
assault of the Chandernagore Bastille: a proceeding which the Aurkare 
characterised as "a summary process of J/abensy Corper to be served 
onthe Jail of Chandernagore ... nt out of a Court of Star-Chamber, 
but, ax the Eastern luminary weer’ say, a Court of Zur-Chamber” The 
position of the captive Pastor was indeed aufficlently serious, and it 
is on record that he contracted a severe cold aml hoarseness in his 
"damp residence,” Myr. Mexxoni, late Hishop of Agra, then at Cliander- 
nagore, and the kindhearted Mons. Joseph St. Pourgain did all that lay in 
their power to alleviate his captivity; but higher powers had been invoked. 
The Governor-General, Lord Auckland, Winself intervened and requested 
Mr, Barlow, the Judge of Hooghly, to wait on Mr Bourgoin and demand the 
liberation of his prisoner and the restoration of his money and other posses~ 
sions. With this demand the Administrator saw fit to comply} and. after 
more than # week"s incarceration “in a damp dungeon with the thermometer 
at 100 Fah," the aged but-intrepid clergyman wus set at libetty in the 
presence of Mr, Barlow, whe conveyed him back to Chingurah in his own 
carriage. It is but fair to add that H. EE the Governor of Pondicherry, 
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Chevatier du Camper, who bad been appealed to in the circumstances, 
condemned in fofo the proceedings of his subordinate and sent peremptory 
orders for the release of Mr, O'Sullivan, 

The present Church of the Sacred Heart was begun in 1875, Hider the 
auspices of Rev, Fatlier Barthet of the Congregation of the * Saint Esprit." 
The funds for its erection were nbtaited from public fotteries wanctiaued by 
the Government, who also made-a money grant: The labours incidental to the 
raising of funds amd the crection of the buflding, which occupied nine years, 
devolved mainly.on Father Barthet, and Brother Joachim of the same order, 
who was his Superintendent of Works. ft was: solemnly consecrated, on the 
27th Jatitiary 1884, by tle lete Archbishop of Calcutta, Dr. Paul Gocthals, 
S. J. assisted by Monseigneur Corbet, Vicar-A postolic of Freoch India, and a 
great concourse of the clergy. The late Father Lafont preached the inaugural 
sermon, 

No mention of this handsome charch would be complete without a 
reference to its founder, whowe selfidenying labours are stil remembered with 
gratitude i) Chandermsagore, Magloire Harthet cune out to Loin in 1862. 
lie became Cure of Chandernagore in 1964 and occupied that post till 1882 
when, in consequence of the establishment of the hierarchy, the Congregation 
of the St. Esprit were recalled by Pope Leo XILL to other fields: During 
his long cotitection with the parish he had seen a new generation spring 
up, whose feelings for him were those of veneration. He was a man of 
large sympathy, and the regard te inspired was shared by the Indian 
population among whom he laboured. Besides the Church, he founded a 
schont (Ste. Marie), which has since become the College Dupleix. Shortly 
after his retirement from tndia he was raised to the Episcopate; and his many 
admirers will be glad to learn. that he still sarvives. 


O1o St, Lous, 


Adjoining the Church of the Sacrod Heart, to the north, at the corner of 
Rue Général Martin (shown at the right of the foreground in the picture), 
stosd the ol! Church af St. Louis (now in mins), formerly « salt godowt 
of the French factory, The little Jesuit Church mentioned by Hamilton, 
which stood to the north of Fort d’'Orleans, was demolished in 1737, before 
the siege, a8 it interfered with the range of the gum from the Fort. Laurent 
Garcin in his account of Chandernagore (1726-27) alludes to a * forte jolie 
petite Eglize” in course of construction alongside the Director's house, 
evidently within Fort d’'Orleans. After the capture of Chanderagore, when 
peace and order were onoe mmure restored, in 1762; the old salt godown was 
assigned to the Cure and consecrated as a place of wutshij, The following 
tablets, which may be seen on the outer gallery south of the present Church 
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of the Sacred Heart, are those ol notable persona who were buried In the 
Old Church of St, Louis — | 
(1) Moe Maris-Antonictte Courjon (1849), the mother of the " Prince 
of Chanderiagore” | . 
2) Jean Henri {iron (4807), Commandant of the Mrench corps in the 
service of Hyder Alt. 
(3) Guillaume Guillaitided, Councilor (4734), The armorial bearings 
ae the bested of this stone display a mailed hand in an oval Feld 
crowned with « Coronet, Popular legend among: the-simple Indian. 
folic, whe have their own way of reading a fanera! hatchment, 
explains that the mags on the guuntletsignify that the deceased. 
gentieman died of smallipox : 
(4) Mme Catharine Ovsky (Crapitere),” wife of Mr, Frangois, Daguin 
de la Blancheticre, Governor of Chandernagore (1729). 
in addition to these, Pierre Renault de St. Germain, Governor of Chander. 
nagore, was buried in the off Chirch of Se. Louls in 1777-08 well 
as an infant daughter of Mr. Jean Baptiste Chevalier, Governor, 
and Maric Marquise d'Aligny, his wife, born at Ghiretti, 1776, who 
died immediately after baptism, No stove now commemorates 
poor Renault 
Resides the Church of the Sacred Heart, and the Convert Chapel, the 
only other place of Chelstiag worehip in Chandernagore is the little: Anglican 
Chapel in Rue Carnot dedicated to St John the Evangelint, whiely js under 
the charye of the Chaplain of Howrah, The foundation atone wast laid by 
Mrs. Barlow on the c§th March toa, the building licensed on Chiristmas-ay, 
1902, and cottsecrated am the 27th December 1904, by the Rt Rev RS. 
Capleton, Lor! Thishtp of Cateutta, 
THE CEMETERY, 
The pln of the Cemetery at Chandernagore will, it is hoped, prove useful 
to the curious rambler amon the slene Monuments OF the past. | Mention has 
already Leen made of Me, Alfred Courjon, whose public services earned for 
him the tile of Chevalier de ta Légion d'Honheur fren Napoleon TT, 
Besides founding the Convent already alluded te, he bestowed on the Mimici-. 
pality the hovee whith serees ay the Mairie, and liberally ‘supported the 
hospital, established by Dr. Léon Margain, the orphanages and every work of 
public utility of private charity, A passing reference may be made to his 
yotinger brother, Mr, Eugene Joseph Courjon, created * Maharajah-Prince de 
‘Chandornagor,” strange to say by the Republican Government of France tinder 
M, Jules Grévy, Rumour says that the deceased gentleman, who woma local 


"Th dais Hi werkoaly apelt Vouitudy, Chubatany, Wridury and Avasliy. 
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reputation by his lavish entertainments and great (musical talents, was larwely 
respondbile for the political mission to King Thebaw, which ended disastrowsly 
for the emissary ‘of France and led to the conquest of Upper Burma by the 
Ejngtish, The following names have been omitted from the” Key to nitatle 
graves.” 

(1) About the-extreme-cnd of the Urotestane Seetion, ay of the main 
wath ad the visitor enters the gate, Ties the weave of Edward Welsh 
Hollingbery, brother of Robert Heatly Hollinghery, Apsstant 
Secretary to. the Government of India, Financial Department. 
The latter's apinion on tatters of revenve and finance were held in 
the highest esteem by Lord Northbrook, Sir Evelyn Baring (now 
Lord Cromer), Sir Richard Temple, Mr, R. Barclay CHajnnan and 
Gathers ; and he was the author of mtveral works of great utility: in 
thetr: day, suchas ~ A ‘Handbook: on Gold and Silyer” and a work 

on landlord and tenant. My, E, W, Hlollingtery mxopricd lis 
eee sister of the lute Ste George Weleli Kellner, KCALG, 
CSA, also 2 well-known Anglo: Indian finiuneier 

(2) In the plot betwee the graves of the two Martheyes, lies Mr, Jompt 
Pant Danman St. Pourgain (1847), “the friend of the poor,” a 
wealthy lantowner, and great philanthropist. 


NAPOLEON AND CILAXDERN AGI, 


The grave of M, Jules de Momet, "the brave soldier af Napolesiy,” recall 
the fact that this is by no meana (he only connection of Chandemiagywe with 
the Man of Destiny. Perhaps the must interesting birth which todk place 
at Ghiretti way that of Jeqn Guillaume Lawdle Lauriston iy t7GG Pie waa 
the son of the famous Jean Law de Lanrixton, one Olief of Cossimbacar, 
whose nephew James Alexandre Iernard was a favourite Aide-tle-Camp af 
the first Napoleon, und was made by Louk XVIII a Marshal of Prince, 

A younger branch of the family of Law yot exists at Pandichorry, wes, 
Law de Clapernou, one member of which was Governor of Chandoriiagore 
‘in 1857, 

Extracts from the old Parochial Registers are appended. 





MARIAGE,. 
ANNEE I74t, Dirteix (Jose) RT ALHENT (J#ANNE) Vive VIASCENS, 


Le BP. Frangois de | “Assomption Religieux Aupyiktin Curé de Caleutta 
et Vicaire de Vara pony le royaume dé Bengale, ayant accorded le one Avril de. 


oS wa 
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cette anneée la Uispense pour I'empéchement de !'afinité spirituelle, et dispense: 
de ta publication dim batiy, Je eiussignid Curé de Chiuuberiagor’ al le dix: 
sept dinimdine mots, mare avies les cérimonies preserites jar le rite! romain 
M. Joseph) Frangots Dupleix, écuyer Directeur Général pour la Compagnie de 
France dans le Royaume de Beagale, Président atu Conseil de Clhanternager, 
nomumé Geuverncur des Ville, Citadelic et Fors de Pondichéry, Cammandant 
Général dane Windle et Mresident do Consell superieur ode Pondichéry, natif 
de. loandredies, file de Frangols Dupleixn deuyer Seigneus de Racquencourt et 
de Metis Sieur Desgardes Fannevielle La Bruyére &c ecayer ondinaire de 
ia Grande Raurie dle Sa Majesté, Fermier Géuéral et Directeur: Général dela 
Compagnie des Indes, et de Dame Anne Lottie cle Massac, age ile quarante 
trole ans avec Madame Jeannie Albert, veuve de M. Jacques Vincutr, Conseiller 
(iu Conse! Supérieur de Pondichér’, reé a londichéry, file de Mi Jacques 
Théodore Albert, et de Dona Elizabeth Rose de Castro, aged de trente-trois, 
ans! Témolrs M. le Chevalier Frangois Schonamille, Gouverneur pour. 
Sa Majesté lmperidle (sé) a Cassimibazar, My Jean Mbert de Seliiterman, 
Conseiller des Indes et Directeur Général pour fa noble Compile, de Hollande 
A Chinchira et son epouse Madame: Sibille Folkera, Mrs’ du: Conseil de 
Chandernagor, Dont Etizabeth Rosa de Gastro, bce se /2pouse | Mesdames 
Marie Madeleine Albert, veove Aumont, Soxanne Ursule Albert de St. Haal, 
Rose Eleunore Albert d'Arboulln, eure ot MM. Nicolas Louis de St Paul, 
second du Comptoir de Chandemagon Louie Carloman d’Arboulin, ceuyer, 
beays fetes Ge la dite dpouse, 

( Stind ) Claude Sratich Roudier, Jésuite Cunt 

(Signé) Jeanne Albert, Sibilla Volkera, Schitermsn, Geboere Savuly, 
G. Giitlanclen, de St. Tau), Ravet, Ie Che. de Schonamille, Albert youre 
Aumont, Albert ¢'Arboulin, Renault, Gulilanden, Duplex, Desdeserts, 
i Hauyest, le Che. Courtin, Finiel, 


HAPTEME. 
i760, Viewtix Jean XAvIER 

Jean Mavier Veride fly Kgitime dy sieur Pictre Verlte Capitaine du Port 
de Chasdernager et de dame Laurencia Olcigne son épouse, agese 6 jours 
a été bagtisd par mei souesigné Curé de Chandernaror le 26 du mois de 
Septembre 765: Parrain le sienr Jean La Sonde Mondésert negotiant, 
Martaihe Dame Tennne Gregori de Mondésert son ¢pouse. En foi de. quoi 
j'ai signé 

‘Diguéd J. L Nay, de St Estevao Curé, 


Signe Jeanne Gregori, M. A. F. X, Verlde, Pierre Veriée, ‘Robert 
Maddiran, Char, Mederturn 
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DECES. 
Dasz Louse Mane Lachexey Wortee. 


Aujour-d'hui trois Mara mil hult cent dix penf 4 neuf heures du matin, 
acte de déces de lu dame Louise Marié Latheney Worlde, déotdde le deux dis 
présent mois de Mars, 4 midi dix minutes, fede de quarante-quatre ans née 
& Chandentagor et y demeurant rue Neuve, épouse du: sieur Jean mashed 
Worlde, Chevalier de la Légion d'Honneur, Propriétaire. 

Sor [a déclaration 4 tious faite par le gieur Jean Baptiste Audebert 
pa agent pour le sel, Agé de cinquante-neuf ans; demedrant 4 Charicder- 

. Rue de Paris, et fe sieur Francois Xavier Legou, Assesseur au 
enn de la Colonie Agé de cinquante-huit ans, demeurant 4 Chandernapor, 
Rue des Grands Escaliers du bord du Gange. Tous deux ont diclaré étre 
amis de la famille et ont signe, lecture faite. 

Constatée par nous. Antoine Le Franc, Lieotenant de Police 4 Chajler 
nagor dans le Bengale, chargé de I'Etat Civil, 

Ont sign: F, Legou, J, B. Audebert Chastbon, A. Le Franc, Lieutenant 
de Police, chargé de Etat Civil 


DECES. 
Srech Jeas XAVIER VERURE. 


L’an mil huit cent vingt six. je ving? sixieme jour du mots de Juillet, A 
midi, pay devant nous, Antoine Le Franc, Lieutenant de Police, charged de 
"Etat Civil A Chandernagor, sont comparus fe sicur Pierro Pau! D'Arrac, 
Capitaine, Ancien Chef de Loge, ge de cinquante-quatre ans, dametirant 
Rue Neuve, et le-sieur Jean Charles Audebert Chanbon, proprictaire, dad de 
sojxante-quatre ans, demeurant Ru¢ de Paris, tous deox habitants de cette 
ville; Lesquels: nous ont déclaré, que le vingt-quatre du présent mois de 
Juillet, a neuf heures du soir, le sieur Jean Xavier Verlde, Chevalier de 
'Ordre Royal de la Légion d'Honneur, Proprictaire, age de cinquante-neuf 
ans, né A Chandernagor, fils lézitime de feu Sieur Pierre Veride, Capitaine de 
Port & Chandernagor, et de la feue Dame Alen, et veul de fa dame Lonise 
Marie Lacheney, native de Chandernagor, est décédé a son Indigeterie de 
Harrah, District de Nondia, territolre Anglais, Lequel a dt¢ transporté ey 
cette Ville pour y tre inhunte. et les deéclarants ont signe aveé nous fc 
présent acte de décés aprés qu'il leur en a été fait tecture, 

Out signé = D'Arrac, Capitane; J. B. Audebert Chanbow }/A. Le France 
Lieutenant de Police, charge de | Etat-Civil 
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BAYTEME. 
1766. LAW DE LoRISTON JEAN GUILLAUME 


Jean Guillaume Law de Loriston né te huititme de Septembre de 
année mil sept cent soixante six, ondoyé le dix-huiti¢éme du méme mois A 
Garatti, par moi sonssigné Curé de Chandernagot avee la permission di R- P. 
Manuel Grand Vicaire de ce diocése, a tété baptisé soienneliement le vingt- 
et-un Décembre de la méme année. Il est fils légitime de Mr. Jean Law de 
Loriston, Colonel d'tnfanterie Commissaire du Roy dans les Indes Orientales, 
Général de toutes les concessions francaises,; Gouverneur de Pondichéry, 
Président du Consell Souverain actuellement résidant A Chandernagor et de 
tous les Conseils particullers de !'Inde francaise, Chevalier de l'ordre royal 
militaire de St. Louis, et de dame Jeanne Law Carvalho son épouse, Parrain 
a été Mr. Jean Chevalier Conseiller des Indes et du Conseil Souverain 
actuellemerit A Chandernagor. Marraine Dame Catherine Floyer Carvatho, 
packers Charles Floyer Conseiller du Conseil de Calcutta, tante de 

enfant, En foi de quoi j'ai signé, Ont été t¢moins Messrs. Charles Floyer, 

pi Raptiste Chevalier, Catherine Floyer Lewis, Marie Grant, Gailiot Nicolas, 

Deluselle, Carvalho, Law de Lariston, Renault, Louis Carvalho, F. Nicolas, 
Signé: L. Xav. de St. Estevan Curé 

In compiling the above notes, valtiable assistance has been received 
from Rey, Fr. A. Delaunoit, S, J. Rev. Fr. A. Van de Mergel, S.J, Mr. 1. 
Lehuraux and Mr. E. W, Madge of the Imperial Library. 


A. L& 
KEY TO NOTABLE GRAVES IN THE CHANDERNAGORE CEMETERY. 
TARLIOS IN CHAPEL, NOTES. 
1. Louise Marie Werlée neé  Danghier of fouls Lacheney described as “ Négo- 
Lacheney, 8819. cian” and “ Sous Marchand de ta Compagnie;* 


once Chief of the Factory at Cossimbacar, obit: 
170; and wile of Jean X. Werieé 
2, Jean Xavier Worle, 1826,,, Chevalier de ta Légion d’Honsenr. Described az 
" Propriétaire” Son of Pierre Jean Werlde, 
Lieut. de Frégate and Captaine de Port, and 
Dame Laorencia Oleigne (Alien), Brother of 
Nowi Catherine Werleé (Mra. Grand) afer- 
wards Princesse de T 
3. Mra Thos. Savi,:326. Aet Charlotte Fanay, wife of Thomas Savi "indigotier,* 
17% years, born at Madras. and daughter of Paul Frederic de Caselli, 
Captain in the ” Régiwent de Meuron”, and of 
Pétronilie de Metron who married for the 
second time Joseph Frangots Doyot “ Inten- 
dant General" of the French © possessions 
in Bengal (died 1821). 


ECHOES FROM OLD CHANDERNAGORE. 355 





MowUMENTS. 
4. Master George Nelson, 1800 Tho earliest English surname. 
5. Jerome Piaggio. 1819 ©... += Mabratta officer. “Pensionnaire de Mhonorable 
Compagnie Anglaise." 
6 Amenaide de Chéron, 1828, Amenaide Appoline dEmbrun dArbeilles dau, of 
Act 184 years. Achille: Appolonius dEmbrun d'Arbeilles 


" Propriftaire" and of Anne Victoire Berse ; 

wife of Jean Baptiste Louis Chéron, * Ex- 

aspirant de ln Marine de tre Classe” (middy), 

“ Propridtaire « Kournbari District de Noudia.” 
? Jean Bapthite Audebert ” Agent pour le sel.’ 


Chanbon, 1242. 
&. Jean Charles Andebert “Propridtaire Chef de Chaupour et Assesseur 
Chanbon, 1827, au Tribunal de la Cacheric.” 


The above two were soms of Jean Baptiete Edme Audebert Chanbon, described as 
“Marchand Purticulier et Subrecargue des Vaissenns de I"Inde" (supércargo), by his 
cmrrisge with Mare Jeanne Xavier Renault (oblt 181)), daughter of Plecre Mathieu Renault 
de St. Germain, Directeur-General of Chandemagore in 755. A daughter of J. B. Edme 
Audebert Chandon, Anne Elizabeth, married (779) Francois Emmanuel Deshais deMontigny, 
Governor of Chandernayore in 1729. The Give nameless graves surrounding 7 and 8 are 
donbtless of members of this family. 


> Felix Neil, 183 oo. Acting Administrator, 
to. Mme Ravier, 1822 a».  feanne Nicole Valentin de Serpe, wife of Francois 
Ravier Chef de Service of Chandernagore 
tt. Jean Mathieu René Michelet,  “Chirurgien Major de catte Colonie” and "Presi- 
t#o7. dent du Tribunal de Justice” He was fwtce 


married, ist to Sophie Brigitte de Ranger 

who died 1786 at 28 feaving 4 son Jean 

Charies, born 1778, amd to Modeste Victoire 

Nicolas de Culnois who died s80r, at #7. 

This lady's mother was Marie Frangoise 

Xavier Werlée, daughter of old Plerre Jean 

Werlde by his first wife, Marguerite da Silva 

ba. Engene Joseph Courjan, 1894“ Mabarajah-Prince de Chandernagor," « well known 
Zemindar of E. Bengal. 

t3. Charles Alfred Courjon, 1875 Chevalier de La Légion d’ Honneur, elder brother of 

the preceding ; @ well known Zemindar of Eaat 

Bengal and a great benefactor of Chander. 


nagore. 
14. Anguste Germaln Bourgoin, Som of Etienne Bourgoin (obit 1820) Ubevatier 
1345. de St. Louis et de ia Légion @’ Hononenr, Chief of 
the loge of Cossimbaxar, Auguste Germain 
was “Commis Principal de ts Marine” and 
Acting Administrator in 1833, 
tg. Adolphe Philibert du Bois Chevalier de la Légion d'Honneur, ete, Chef de 
de Tnncigny, 1960 Service of Chandemagors, Former Alde-te- 
Camp to tie King of Oude; & Savant Orien, 
taliat, 
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Fidel Amand Hiooet, 1609 


Joteph Paul Daumain St 
Pourcim, 147 
Mitie. Su. Croix, rhs ave 


Mme Michel Dutnp de 
Dowribal, 182. 


Verinne, i8o1, 


Sous-Lieutenant de la Marine und Capitaine 

Sous-Commissaire deta Marine; Aving Chef de 
Service of Chandernagore, on 

Louise Kose Dubois danymer of Herne Dubots 
* Chirurgien de fHopital:* wife of Louis 
Aoguate Négre de St, Croix.“ ancien Capitaine 
de Vaissean “ and Merchant. 

Catherine Chariotte Dubois also daoghter ot Herve 
Dubois and wife of Mychel Darap deLhom bal 
(obit :820)" Capitaine d'Tmlantene aa Régiment 
de Pondichéry.” 

* Ancien Agent dela Compagnie ties Indes. Wyocu- 

reur du Roi,” 


The tall conethaped munmment alongside le presumably that of the wife of the preced- 
ing Catherine de [la] ‘Touebe lobit. 1803) daughter of M. Louis Gailiot de la Touche, 
‘i Captaine” de la quéche le " Saint Louis" and in 1733 Capitaine du Port at Pondicherry, 


ea 7 


= 
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Joseph DaCosm sepior, 1830 
Francois Desgranges, 1427, 


Léon Margain, 122 = 


Alesis Franguls Antoine 
Tardivel, 1855, 

Louisa Cecilia Hartley, 1899 

Mrs, Elica Harley, 1836... 


OF Patna city. 
* Remtiey," son of Jean Baptiste Lenoate Desgranges, 
Chief of the “ logea" of Dacca and Jagdeo, 
Chief Surgeon of the Colony of Chandernagore-and 
founder of the “ Hospice Hopital Margain.” 
Merchant. j 


Wile of My. Bartholomew Hartley june, 
Relict of Bartholomen Hartley, Esq. of the Hon. 
E. 1 Company's Medical Service- 


‘The interest attaching to the above graves 25 and 26 lies in the supposed connection of 
the Hartley family with the well known leer of " Miss Goldborme” called “Hartly Howse, 
Calcutta" and the prominent part jaken by Dp. Hartley in the building of St. John’s Church, 
Calcutta. 


Ti. 
28. 


Jules de Momet, 1862... 
Mes, Caroline Haowkesworth, 
Ea 


Nenry Piddington i858 4. 

Robert Mand ... re 

Jas. Alexander Cossard de 
Terraneau. 


» aloe Reliray oi. “v9 


Major Walter Key Has! 
wood. 


4% brave soliti¢r of the tst Napoleon.” 

Wife of Samuel Hawkesworth, Esti ot Calcutta, 
Possibly relayed to the Compder of the EI. 
Chronologist. 

Author of the * Law of Storms, 

For 18 years Chiaplam of Gowhati, 

Descendant of M. Etiesne Charles Cossard de 
Terraneau, Ecuyer, “ Officier dee Troupes" in 
‘by 96, 

Daughter of Rubt, Hallane Rattray, BCS, 

Of the H, Bt. Coly and Europeau Regiment 
(Clucke-ka-Gora) commanded hy Lieutenant- 
Colonel (afterwants Lieutenaut-General) Sir 
Walter Ralelyh Gilbert, KvC.B. The emul} mo- 
qullant officer was prected by & native cloth 
merchant locally known as Kala Chand,” 


wr 








FARALKS ATU 


. J. Merten, fA) 





“Wien THe Eure “wenn” 
Dewidary nf Nepal, Sikkim, orl Uerpal, tevin Mialut, 99, 8oo feet. 
(file Age Ey WE foo FPA) 


General MNofe- Wook. 


ROSE. are indchted to Dr. Busteed for @ copy of the following 
=) inscription taken from a monument in the English Burying 
Ground on the island, Madras [ée., St, Mary's Cemetery] — 
“Here lieth interred the body 
of 
Thomas MApor, Esq., 
“fate Major 
inv the Honorable Company's Service, 
who departed this Life 
the 8th of November, Aniio Domini 1773, 
Aged 31, 
The stream) that winds majestic o'er the plain, 
Adorns the prospect and delights the swain ; 
If chance the Summer leave its channel dry, 
The village mourns Its absence with a sigh = 
Such sighs, alas! with anguish fraught prevail'd, 
When Life's warm stream in MADGE’S bosom fail’d, 
No more his course shall frendship's eye pursue, 
No more be brightened with the pleasing view ! 
Here MALGE, thou sleepst—where now unconquered reign, 
Thy daring spirit; and thy martial vein? 
Ah! what avails that covetous of. Praise, 
Thou twind’st the Scholars with Uie Soldier's bays | 

To the above Mr, KN, Dhar, BA. subjoins the following note — 

‘The monument was subsequently levelled and the inscription embedded 
in masonry. ‘The inscription ts given In Urquhart's Oriental Olstuary 
(1809-13). The verses themselves afford @ good example of eighteenth- 
celitury elegiace Major Thomius Madge, mentioned above, was in command 
of the rath Madras Sepoy Battalion. ‘His kinsman (nephew ?) Captain 
Edward Henry Madge of the gth Foot commanded at Kandy. at the opening 
of the nineteenth century, Helis mentioned by Macfarlane, Tennent, Cordiner, 
Percival, Pridham, and other historiatis, and in the Ceylon Gazeres of July 43, 
1803, he was accorded the thanks of the Governor (the Hon, Frederick North) 
“for his gallant defence of Fort Macdowall, and the jadicious manner in: 
which he brought off his: garrison.” Not long after this, however, having 
Hhelled a superior officer, he was court-murtialled and directed to retire by 
the sale of his commission (Horse Guards Order, dane! August 21, 1806). 
Le was, we believe, his aunt fand Major Thomas Madge's sister) Elizabeth 
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who became Lady Fletcher on her marriage with Colonel Sir Richard 
Fletcher, Baronet, commanding the Royal Engineers, He had served on 
Wellington's staff as chief engineer and fell at St. Sebastian (1813), The 
maiden-name of his wife was misprinted as *Mudge” in Bartz, but is 
correctly given in the Geutleman's Mayasine (Vol, 83, pt. ip, 499) The 
Madges are a Devonshire family to whom Mr. Cutcliffe Hyne, the popular 
novelist, is it some way related. At the present day they are neighbours 
of Sir Roper Lethbridge at Exbourne, The Eurasian branch of the family 
became household proprietors in Caleutta over a century ago, owning landed 
property on the site of the New Hogg Market and the late Opera House. 
Madge’s Lane, as stated in Mr, H. E. A, Cotton’s Caleutla Old and New, 
is named after the family and one of them signed the Farewell Address 
to Lord Minto in: 1813. 





itis not generally known that in the year 1847 the old Kesidency grave- 
yard at Jangipur (District Murshidabad) was waslied away by the river, In 
the Calcutta Gazette of Saturday, March 4, 1843, there appears the following 
“ NOTICE ":— 

During the last floods in the Bhaugirutty River the Burial Ground 
at Jungypore was washed away. 

The tablets described beneath were removed from the monuments 
and deposited in the Toll Office, and will be delivered to any relatives or 
friends of the deceased, to whose memory they were erected, on appli- 
cation to M, Larruleta, Esq., Jungypore, 

List of Tablets in the Jungypore Toll Office — 

To the Memory of Lieutenant O. B, Thomas, 19th Regiment, N.1. 

Ditto ditto of Evan Law, Esq., of the H, C, Civil Service. 


Ditto ditto of George James, the infant son of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Allen Cameron, ord Baffe. 


Ditto ditto of Constantine Joseph Jordon. 
Ditto ditto of Mrs, T, Catornia, Junior, 
Ditto ditto of John Blackmore Darrett, 
Ditto ditto of Edward Parry Woodcock, born 29th September 1835, died 
sth August 1836, 
(Sc.) J. LANG, Captain, 
Officiating 


Superintendent, N.R. 

KuISHINAGHUK, 251d February, 1848, 

The above list should be of some interest 44 the names it contains are 
to be found neither in the Bengal Obituary, nor perhaps io any other 
compilation, “Evan” Law may be Ewan Law, of the Hunorable Company's 
a George Ewan Law, of the same Service, buried in South Park Street 


GENERAL NOTE-BOOK. 389 





Civil Service, who died at an early age on December 19, 1818. There is 
Cemetery, Calcutta (1820), Mrs. T. “Catornia,” Jr, should he Mrs, T. 
Catania, Jr, Myr. Catania was for some years in the service of the King of 
Qudb at Lucknow, and married (as his second wife, it is believed) Miss 
Fenwick of Calcutta, Interesting as it is to have a list of those buried at 
Jangipur, It would scarcely be less interesting to know what became of all 
the tablets there, 
E, W, M. 





E. W, M. sends the following note in continuation of his article on 
“Old St. James’s” in the April number of Bengal - Past and Present. 

The Church fell in August 1858, but on which particular day of the 
week or at what hour it is not certain, A lady has since written to say it 
was of a Monday (August 23rd ?), at about 4 AM. As to the hour she is 
very likely to be correct, for in this connection it will be remembered that the 
versical chronicler wrote; “ But, in a wigAd, plinth, jetting, frieze are gone!” 
To the Ust of the churches in or about Calcutta, which are no longer 
in existence, may be added two Chapels belonging to the London Mission- 
ary Society at Coolie Bazar now known as Hastings. In «$37 a bungalow 
chapel was erected on the site afterwards occupied by the Conductors’ 
Barracks, As this was found too small a pucea chapel was next built, and 
was opened for public worship on New Year's Day, 1847, The ground upon 
which this second chapel stood being required by Government the latter 
fave compensation to the amount of Rs. 3,000, as well as the fine site on 
what is now known as Bridge Road, where the present chapel (a more com-~ 
modious building) stands, It was opened In 1855. The * Seaman's Church,” 
once served by the well known Father Hopkins, was originally, and has once 
more become, a Government godown, Two tablets, which used to be an its 
walls, have been erected on the walls of St. Stephen's Church, Kidderpare. 
Then there was the small chapel in Chitpore, opened by Mr. Petruse, an 
Armenian, for Dissenters (1806). 

To revert to the Rev. R. B, Boswell, After the death of his first wife 
he remarried, at Calcutta, October 21, 1834. His second lady was Miss 
Susan Anne Carnegie, the daughter of a Major-General in the Bengal 
Army, In consequence of his intended departure on furlough, the parish- 
joners met and presented him with a Bible (January 7, 1243); but, as is well 
known, Mr. Boswell returned to St. James's where he laboured for many years 
longer, The foundation-stone of the “Boswell Hall Literary Institution" 
was laid by Bishop Cotton on February 2, 1865. A Fancy-Fair on its 
behalf had been held during the November previous, Among other 
comparatively interesting names borne on the Baptismal Registers ts that of 
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Susan Frederica, the youngest daughter of Liewtenant-General Sir Gabriel 
Martindell, K-C.B, She was born at Cawnpore in 1826, baptised here in 
($33, and, according to. an announcement in the Friend of Judia of January 21, 
1841, she was, on the y2th idem, married at Calcuttato Mn H. G Madge, 
Old St. James's registers also record (1850) the baptisa of Cecil George, sor 
of the eminent financier, Sir George Welsh Keliner, K-C.M.G. C:S.1, and 
Caroline. (wef Gardener) his (first} wife. The young man returned to India 
as a barrister, but died at Maimansingh in his thirtieth year, 


One of our members, who is at present on furlough jn Europe, writes te 
say that He hopes shortly to have the pleasure of calling upon Me Amétie 
Allard, who is in her seventy-ninth year and resides at Saw Tropex (near 
Hyerés) in France. The lady is the second eriis of Jean Francais Allard 





Dhar wrote in the Journal of December 22, 1907, Allard died in 1839. 
His daughter possesses a large collection of her father's letters, which, if 
published, would no doubt throw a flood of jight on the Court life of Lahore. 
The same correspondent, writing from Naples, mentions the following 
Anglo-Indians who are buried in the Protestant cemetery there: Colonel 
Monier Willlams (Surveyor-General of Bombay), father of Sir Monier 
Williams; Cracroft, a Bengal Civilian ;* Colonel Weat, late President at 
Kathiawan and Colonel Taylor, ant Ne. Madms Staff Corps offcer, Quite 
spart from these, perhaps the most emiftent person buried there is Mrs, Maty 
Somerville, the mathematiciay. and astronomer (1780-1872) At Leghom is 
interred Tobias Smollett the novelit f 724071} 


“ Fitzwalter” writes as follows—In Mr, Denny's long and interesting 
“Note on the Rey. Pan} Limrick and the Limrick Family," in the last 
number of Gengal: Past awd Present, it is stated that the Rey, P. Limrick 
“had issie two sen’ and four daughters.” Of these the names, with par- 
ticulars: regarding each, sre given. There was, however, another daughter re- 
garding whom all mention is omitted, She was named Elizabeth and died 
in infancy, The following inscription in the ald Barrackpore cemetery 


is quoted at page 161 of M. DeRozario’s Complete Monumental Register 
(Calcutta, 1815) — 





Ilere lie the remains of 
ELManertii, 
Daughter of the Rev, P. Liagicn, 
whe died on the 
Sth of Auguet 1796. 
Aged 2 years, 
* Pasbatity: William Cracroit who tad been Civil and Semanal Julgy 0 Wacom, wad tailed alien 
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It may be noted that the above inscription is not included in the Bengal 
Obituary (1848, 51); neither will it be found in C. R. Wilson’s List of /userip- 
tions on Tombs and ATonuments, Bengal (1895), nor in. J. Ventham's Chanat 
Kabarstan or Barrackpore Epitaphs (1894). 1 was unsuccessful in finding any 
trace of the grave, so presume the inscription must have disappeared some 
time before the publication of the Beagal Obituary sixty years ago, The 
writer has also omitted te mention the date of Padre Limrick’s appointment 
by the Court of Directors, viz, March 28, 1738. 





To Mr, R. P. Anderson (late of Mesars, Shaw, Wallace and Company), 
who left Calcutta by the S:‘S. Vif on the 6th May last, we are indebted for 
three interesting photographs, One of these represents the interior of the 
Bandel Church, which is too well known to need any further description in 
these pages. An illustrated account of Bandel appeared in the Eopress 
some time last year. The two remaining photographs are of “ Forster's Folly” 
and of Colonel H. Forster's monument respectively, 

The “ Folly" may be described asa circular summerhouse built in the 
centre of a tank at Bhowaripur. It stands near the entrance of Russa Road, 
North (No, 7), almost facing the L.M.S. Institution, and exactly opposite 
the late Justice Dwarkanath Mitter's house. It Is known to’ the natives as 
Jot Ting; The Kalighat tramway line runs by it, Long ago the people of 
Calcutta used to resort there for moonlight picnics, but it has been the 
property of an Indian gentleman for many years past. 

According to ramour it was constructed by Mr, Henry Pitts Forster, 
BCS, asa pleasure house for his wife, a /dt lady. There are residential 
quarters in the grounds, H, P, Porster, who died in 1815, held the position 
of Mint Master. Although the place is called “ Forster's Folly” the man 
himself was anything but a fool. Besides being a fine amateur painter, he was: 
well known in his day as an Orientalist, He published “A Vocabulary, 
English and Bongalee (sic) and Vice Versa" in two large quarto volumes 
(1799), and it is‘said to haye been largely through his exertions that Hengall 
becamethe official and literary language of the Province. | . 

The next picture represents the monument, in Lower Circular, Road 
Cemetery, to the memory of his son, Colonel Henry Forster, C.B, 
(1793-1862) It was he who raised the Shekhawati Brigade (now 13th 
Rajputs), and it will be remembered that on the 2oth December last 
& picturesque ceremony took place at his grave, which was described at 
pages 184-185 of our Apri! number, Saffice it to add that the monument 
has recently been repaired at the expense of the officers of the 13th 
Rajputs and that Colonel W, Prior's history of that regiment is now 


out of press. Shortly after the Mutiny Colonel Forster was appointed 


a 
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Commissioner of Samba!pore, and arrived there on March 29, 1855, under 
a salute of thirteen gons, A correspondent of the Bengal Harkarw 
reported that when this salute was fired the poor Ooriahs, who hac) beard 
one for the first time, were terzified, thinking the world was at an end! 
Again, the Sambalpore correspondent records that when Colonel Forster 
left that station for England (Augost 17, 1858) his regiment was ‘greatly 
distressed at parting from him. “1 don't think” (says the writer)“ 1 ever 
witnessed a more affecting scene. in my life than what occurresdl at the time 
he was leaving, The Shekhawatia qied like children. They cay they have 
lost their father, &e;, &e." No wondér the old Colonel was popular, if it be 
true that one of his hobbies was making presents to all the little ones-of his 
acquaintance, including even his sepoys' children! 








By an unfortunate oversight, the concluding portion of the note con- 
tributed by Lieutenant-Colonel Crawford to our January number was omitted 
while our pages were in the press. As.two of the subjects touched upon by 
the Colonel have been dealt with elsewhere in Bengul: Past aud Present, 
the conchuding portion of his notes is given in a slightly abridged form. 
It reads on from page 195. 

This break southwards of the Damodar must have taken place some 
centuries ago,.at least two centuries, But for a Jong time after the first break 
southwards, at Sulalpur, the Damudar still continued to flow into the Hughli 
at Nayasaral; but after a very circuitous, instead. of a straight course. Leaving 
the present bed about Salimabad in. Burdwan district, it followed the course 
of the stream now known as the Kana Nadi, flowing south and a little east, 
tuming eastwards a litte north of Tarakeswar, thence flowing eastwards to 
Gopalnagar, near Singur, then turning abruptly northwards again, and Rowing 
north anda little east to Magra; thence eastwards for two miles from Magra 
to Nayasarai. From either Sulalpur, at the southward bend, or from Salimabadl, 
five or six mile# south of Sulalpur, to Nayasarai ts about 27 miles in a 
straight line. From Salimabad to Nayasarai by the circuitous course of the 
Kana Nadi is about 45 miles, not counting minor twists and. turns, which 
would probably add 45 or 20 miles more, This appears to have been the 
course of the Damutlar up to the middle of theeighteenth century. The actual 
dote of the break south Into its presen channel is sald to have been 1762. 
In Rennell’s Atdas of Hindustan, published in 4781, the Damuday is shown 
in its present bed, The Kana Nadi ts.called the “Old Dummoodah.” 

In the seventeenth century the Damudar is frequently called the "Moun. 
delgat” (Mandal Ghat) river. 

The Kana Nadi, which is also called the Konti Khal or Kunti Nadi, and, 
at ity mouth, the Magra Khal, is etil) o fairly big stream, It is crossed by 
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large bridges on the roads: from Haripal to Dhaniakhali, Chinsurab to 
Dhaviakhall, Hughli to Polba; by the Grand Trunk Road at Magra ard 
by the East Indian Railway just north of Magra Station, and the Bengal 
Provincial Railway a litte east of Magra. The Huphli-Kalna road crosses 
it by a very large suspermiion bridge near its mouth, This bridge is visible from 
the Haught viver The-remains of an old bridge may also be seen close by, 

Tt is navigable by large country boats Irom the Hughli up to Magra ut 
all states of the tide in the ramtis and at high tide at other times of the year, 
it is not fordable, as ariule, not so much from the depth of water as from the 

The Damuder hive curries down little or po water through Mughit dis- 
trict in the hot weather; At beat it dwindles down to astream a few yards 
wide and a few Inches deep, connecting long pools, in which the water js 
deeper and broader. On the 28th April to04 f found the Danwdar ford 
between Chapadanga and Pussura on the old Benares road absolutely 
dry 


Most of the water which flows past Burdwan in the Damudar now 
passes through the Bepna Mohana breach in the caster embankment aid 
joins the Muneswari river which flows fnto the Ruprarayan at Ranichak. — 

Page +67. Hospital You are quite right in saying that the native hos- 
pital, existing in 1792, was the precursor of the | present Mayo Hospital not 
ofthe Meclica!l College Hospital, 1 was wrong. 

In Kenneth McLeod's History of the Medical Schools af the Beugal Preeg- 
deney, Calcutta, 1872, 1 is stated (page 11) that « small inpatient hospital, 
with an oittdoor dispensary, in connection with tho new Medical College 
(opened 1835) was opened on tet April 1838 A Tanger hospital accommiodat- 
ing 76 to 100 sich was opened in 1839. | 

Page 202. Dr, Tyse Saul Hancock, || can give the following notes about 
him. 


oth April 7751, Appointed Head Surgeon at Devecottah (name spelt 

Hendcock, Fort St: David Consultations, Vol. XUX, pp: ort-114). 

git October 4754. To succeed next after Mr, James Wilson on this 
coast (name spelt Handcock, Madras Public Consultations, Vol. LX XXIL, 
pp. 675-683). 

7th September #753, Dr. Hancock at Fort St. David, various letters from 
him (Fort St. David Consultations, Vol. XX; pp. 251-255), 

27rd June 1758, Mr. T. S&S Hancock, late Surgeon of Fort St, David, ty 
be one of the Compaty's Surgeons at the Presidency (c+, Madras) iiaenn 
Public Consultations, Vol: EXXXVITE pp. 125-126), 

sath June s75y, Pesmission to Mi Hareoch Ww remove to Bengal 
(Madras Public Consultations, Vol. LXAXXIX, pp, 204-205) 
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qed July 2759. Entertainment of Mr, Hancock as. Surgeon at Fort 
William (Letter of 21st August t759 from Fort William. Letters to Fart 
St. George, Vol. XXCXEX, pp.-4-95). 

November 1761. Resigned on account of ill health (Letter from Bengal, 
rth November 1761, para. 101) 

November 2770, Appointed supernumerary at the Presidency, but not 
to rise (Letter from Bengal, 25th November 1770, para. 56), 

In @ series of papers in the India Office, Aone Series, Mféscellenrome 1758, 
is a list of Surgeons serving in India in 1749, with some annotations, more or 
less bringing ft upto date, from 1749 to 1758, In this list are four " Surgeon's 
mates at Fort St: David in 1748," one of whom is Saul Hencock. This gives 
4 date three years earlier than’ the first of the notes above, Hancock’s first 
appointment in India. 

Hancock is mentioned as a friend of Hastings in S.C. Grier's Letters of 
Warren Hastings te Ais Wefe, bat | haye not kept a hote of tho exact 
CiTCUMStances, | 

Page 197. William Pitts, Married the widow of Gabriel Boughton, see 
Hedges’ Diary, Vol..111, p, 188, rather an amusing quotation, [ could quote jtat. 
length if yoo like. 





“KN, D," writes as follows:—tn the last number of Seagal: Pitst 
and Present | observe three excellent photographs of the Patna cemetery 
by Mr. P. A. Selfe and Mr. A. de Cosson, ty cach of these pictores perhaps 
the most noticeable feature is a lofty column regarding which | now beg 
lvave to offer a description. This column is 7o fi, high and is peculiarly con- 
structed, The footings are three steps which Jead to a broad base about 2oit.. 
high, The shaft has six projecting rims, at a distance of about 4 ft. from each 
other, and the whole fs crowned with a lofty urn ona pedestal, The lowest 
step at the base is about 4 ft. square. The column, which has been called 
the " Black Hole of Patna,” commemorates the massacre of the victimna of 
Sumroo, Subjoined is a copy of the inscription on a marble tablet on its 
eastern face, 

In Memory of 

Firyt-Licutenants RICHARD PERRY and 

! GEORGK HOCKLER ; 
Lieutenant Fireworkers JON Brown, 
ARDEAN DECKEKS, JOHN Rutan, and 

BENJAMIN ADAMSUIN, 

Of the Honourable East India Company's 
Artillery i 
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Captains CHARLES ERNEST 
JOECHER, HENRY SOMMERS, 
James Taapy. 
and GEORGE WILSON ; 
Lieutenants KicuAnp HOLLAND, 
GEORGE. ALSTON 
and Sir Wittiaw Hore, Baronet; 
Ensions' Joux GREENTREE, ROBERT ROBERTS. 
Duxcay MacLeop, WILLIAM CRAWFORD, 
Writtam Htxcies, Isaac HUMPHRIES, JoUN 
RoRekT Roach, Jotty Peary and 
WALTER MACKEY, 
Of the Hon’bie East India Company's 
Infantry : 
Doctors CAMTHELL and ANDERSON ; 
Messrs, Hay, Evurs and LusHincTon, 
Servants of the Honourable East India Company 
Who; 
With many other captives of inferior rank, 
Were, . 
On the nights of the sth or 6th and 1th October 1763, 
Britally massacred near this spot, 
By the troops of Mim Kasim ALI NaWAn SUPAHDAR, 
of Bengal, 
Under command of 
WALTER REINITARDT, a/tas SUNEOO, 
a base renegade, 
“2 dvaecore hostinm ata tet gloria eorine” 





It is well-known that before the days of the Suez Canal John Company's 
servants had to come and go round the Cape of Good Hope. Such being 
the case, it fe quite understandable that several old Civilians and Soldiers, 
while journeying home in quest of health, left their bones at Cape Town, 
The old eemeteries there having fallen into a rainous condition, it is now 
proposed by the local authorities to clear and transform them into city parks, 
The Pioneer of the tst Jone draws attention to three persons buried there 
afd expresses the reasoiable hope: that their names may be preserved by 
some permanent record before their tombs are levelled. The names are 
Richard Chicheley Plowden whose monument is described as a “ graceful 
structure of brick and mortar;" Philip Vorke Lindsay, son of a Bishop of 
Kildare ; and Joseph Luson, an Agent of the Company, Regarding R. C, 
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Plowden it may be added that he was for some time Secretary to the Board 
of Trade and that the fast appdintment he held was that of Salt Agent at 
Hijll, He died on the 14th Jisly 1825. A record of his services will be found 
in Dodwell and Miles’ Alphabetical List of Bengal Ciotl Servants, PY. 
Lindsay was Superintendent of Salt Golalis, at Sullea before he died on the 
t8th December 1833, He had held far some time the post of Collector of 
Mymensing and had alse acted as Mint Master at Calcuttn. ‘His father was 
the Hon'ble Charles Dalrymple Lindsay, Bishop of Killaloe from. 1804 to 
(846, and (as. may he gathered from Haydn's Book of Dignities) it was 
after his death that the See was absorbed by the Archbishopric of 
Dublin. The name Luson is one that still appears in the list of Bengal Civil, 
Servants, 
KN, D, 





With reference to the view in this issue. of 25, Mangoe Lane it may 
hot be generally known that this house (now tenanted by Messrs, Lyall, 
Marshall & Co. and, on the upper fat, by Messrs. Lovelock and Lewes) has 
an interesting history. In the ‘seventies, the building was occupied by 
Messrs, Carlistes, Nephews and Co. The great basking establizhment of 
Barretto Co, which failed in 1827, was formerly located here. The house 
is ane of the few that had a treasurc-vault, now: disappeared; but in the 
upper Hat may be seen a curious stunted door (studded with flat knobs) 
which, in the words of a recent writer, “leads: to nowhere in particular, but 
when closed hints at great possibilities” The Barretto family is one of 
ancient Portuguese origin and two of its members, of, Francesco Barretto 
(£553-1558) and Antonio Moniz Barretto (1$73-76) were Viceroys of the 
Portuguese possessions in India, Joseph Barretto, who died on the 25th 
September 1824, aged 74 years 6 months, was a merchant prince of Calcutta, 
He enjoyed so great a reputation for wealth that he was accredited by some 
of the natives with the power of tranamuting base inetals Into gold. He 
was also a Persian scholar aud edited for same time the Shamsuttughat. The. 
Roman Catholic Cathedral in Moorghihatta (the oundation-stone of which 
was Iai on 12th March 1797, followed by the consecration and dedication 

to the Hirgin Mary of Kesary on 27th November 1799) owes its establishment 
largely to his munificence, and hie nameis commemorated by a tablet under 
the portico of the grand entrance He purchased for Re 5,000 the plot of 
land just north of the Sealdah Railway Station now known as the Portuguese 
(St John's Roman Catholic) Cemetery at Baltakhana (No, 307, Upper 
Circular Road) and, ay may be gathered trom. the inscription over the 
signature of the Vicar and three Wardens on a " monument” in the cemetery, 
presented it on the 8th Bebruary 4786 as ai asylum for departed Roman 








Naeheraa, oe, Mandan Live 
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“Catholics, He also acquired as a pleasite. resort, some land Ei eeiedees 
(the “ Ocean of Delight), once well-known as the country residence of Warren 
Hastings, There Barretto lived like @ prince, and boilt a Roman Catholic 
Chapel for the use of his family, but his successor, M_ Lauraletta, a Spasiard, 
noted for his hospitality and sporting propensities, converted it into an abode 
for mahowts-and fighting ‘cocks | Joseph made many roads there and planted 
them with wim trees, [in 1792, he lad a rum distillery there as also sugar 
works and the place was called Chota Calcutta in his time, Howse anid 
estate have long since been washed away by the river, but pictures af Sook- 

sagas House and Ruina appear in Colesworthy Grant's “Rural Life in 
Bengal."* From an original receipt kindly placed at our disposal by 
Ms. P, Maguire, it appears that in August, 1811, @ parcel of land adjoining 
Tiretta's Bazar was sold by Joseph Barretto to Messrs. Fairlie Ferguson & Co 
for about aieca rupees 2,000. The plot was estimated to be over sine cottahs 
and was bounded an the north by Barretto’s Bazar, on the south and west 
by De 'Etang’s Repository and on the cast by Chhattewalla Gully, The 
Jand, it l= interesting to add, really belonged to the Rev, William Johnson 
(the husband of Beguin Johnson) who In 1783 had returned to England 
leaving his spouse behind him, The Armenia Ghat of the present day 
was known as Barretto’s Ghat in (793; atid Barretto’s Lane, which runs: 
between Mangoe Lane and British Indian Street, was, of course, named 
after the family. Joseph had » brother named Lais who died at the age of G1, 
oy the 3rd September 1806 He |s buried in the Moorghihatta Roman 
Catholic Cathedral along with his wife Deodata Barretto and his son John 
who died prematurely on 3rd April 1813, when be was only 20 years old, 
This young man had bequeathed mo tess than five lakhs of rupees for 
distribution among religious and charitable institutions A daughter of Luis 
and Deodata Barretto, Pascoa by “name, married Thomas de Souza, and 
became the foundress of the Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesas in. 
Dharamtala (1822). She died in 185G.at the age of Gi, This Jady was the 





* fiwae of Sockeigns Howe that a perhnpe al] roo serious writ wrote ip rSageahey © viit (oO: ta 
desetbed ahell, 
" How trightiul.« signee still reigns tivough jhe place " 
+ Anin mockery misnaned ‘of Delight ' 1" 
“Of the ghee of the living ie vestiga | trace" 
"Tie the fonts of foe dowd recta erry lgglit" 
"Toren the oem al later pleanine expensive sini! pay,” 
"Where breeses bmgel," 
4 Wine bese end holght hope yo the marie may play 
© Whare honmath pairné the dak gall ol Hell.” 
Othe versed of thid hombre literary effort may be found on page 176 of the last roliime of Semypal » 
Piast contd Penne. , 
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paternal grandmother of the well-known philanthropists, Laurence Augustus: 
and Sir Walter de Souza. 
: K. ND. 

Mr, Herbert A. Stark sends the following extracts relative to Calcutta 
thoroughfares »— 

™ Though there is no: public megulation or agreement for lighting the town 
of Calentta, we are happy to observe that lights are springing glowly up here. 
and there, which by the power of example may. by-and-bye spread widely 
over the town, At the Government house gate lamps have been suspended 
which throw ont a cheerfal light across the street, and relieve the obscurity of 
Esplanade Row, and that angle where the road from the Town Hall joins the 
course, In Chowringhee too we have observed lamps lighted at the gate of 
some two or three private mansions,’ —/nwia Gaselte (1922), 

"On Friday evening, about sunset, the beautiful steam engine erected at 
Chandpau! Ghat for watering the streets of Calcutta was put in motion for 
the first time.”—Senpal Harkarw (4th November 1822} 

In 1823, the Lottery Committee widened and drained certain streets, and 
removed from the neighbourhood of Wellington Square “an assemblage of 
the most filthy huts inhabited by lascars” In the same year the Strand Road 
was made by the Committee for improving the City. | 

Garrison Order—H. E, the Most Noble Governor-General is pleased to 
direct that in future “ Velocipedes" shall not be permitted to enter the 
Respondentia Walk (Nov, 73, 1519) [Ni —This Walk was between the 
Fort.and Chandpaul Ghat.] 








Mr. H. Brown of Messrs, Burn & Co. writes from Edinburgh ;—Captain 
Robert Bruce Swinton of the Herkaliire Regiment whose sudden death was 
announced in 1904 was the only surviving sonof Major William Bentick 
Swinton, Madras Light Cavalry (killed in India in 1876) by Elizabeth, 
daughter of Robert Cadlell of Ratho, Midlothian (Cadets of the Cadells of 
Cockenaie), Major Swinton was the grandson of John Swinton of that ilk (one 
of the Senators of the College of Justice under the title of Lord Swinton) 
by his son George Swinton, Chief ‘Secretary to the Governor-General of 
India. Captain Swinton's elder brother was. killed in action in Egypt in 
1885. The Swintons of that ilk are an ancient Saxon family who took their 
surname from the Barony of Swinton, County Berwick, Edulf de Swinton 
of Swinton was seated there in the eleventh century in the reigns of Macbeth 
and Malcolm IT], His son Liulf, living under King Edyar, was the father of 
Udard de Swinton, Sheriff of Berwick when Alexander I was David King, and 
a charter obtained by his successor Hernulf de Swinton from David 1 (who 
diedin 1653), is still'to be seen in the archives-of the Chapter of Durham, 
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Sir Alan de Swinton obtained a charter of the Barony of Swinton from 
the Prior of Coldingham in the reign of William the Lion, and his son Alan 
was a benefactor of that religious house. Henry of Swinton swore fealty to 
Edward I at Berwick jn 1296—as did so many other Scots. Charters are 
still preserved arnongst the family papers, in connection with the estate of 
Swinton, which were confirmed by Robert U1 in 1382, and ratified by a Bull of 
Pope Clement U1], dated Avignon, 1383, Sir John Swinton was a man of 
fiote,.a soldier, and a statesman in the reigns of the second and third 
Roberts, and a great favourite of both these Kings. To his bravery ‘at the 
battle of Otterburn in 1388, where he was high in commanil, the Scots: were 
largely indebted for the victory which they gained there notwithstanding the 
death of the Douglas. This gallant soldier met a heroic death at Homiidon— 
a5 readers of Sir Walter Scott will remember. 

By his wife, a daughter of Robert If, was born his successor, also Sir John 
Swinton of that ilk equally distinguished as a soldier as was his father. 

This Sir John Swinton was one of the contingent of Scots who crossed 
to France and fought the English there, At-the battle of Baugé he unhorsed 
and slew the Duke of Clarence, brother of Henry: V, and at the battle of 
Verneuil he met his own death His son again, Sir John Swinton, died in 
1493 and wat the father of John Swinton of that ilk who was Warden 
Depitee of the East Marches under Queon Mary, and the father of hits successor 
Sir John Swinton, whose grandson, Sir Alexander Swinton, was Sheriff of 
Berwick. One of Sir Alexander's younger sons was killed at Worcester 
(where he fought on the King’s side) while attempting to carry off Cromwell's 
standard, Sir Alexander's eldest son and successor, John, was also at the battle 
of Worcester, but orily as a spectator, he having been carried a prisoner to 
England by Cromwell. 

Sir Alexander suffered forfeiture of hte estates, which however were re- 
stored to his son (whose mother was a daughter of Lord Blantyre), Sir 
John Swinton of that ilk in 1690. This Sir John resided in Holland during 
the forfeiture. He was a member of the Union Parliament, and a man of 
note, Probably the fact of greatest interest that can be stated about him 
is that his eldest daoghter, Jeari Swinton, who married Professor John Ruther- 
ford, was the grandmother of Sir Walter Scott. In his drama of " Haledon 
Hiil" Scott had therefore for its subject an ancestor as well as a Scottish 
hero. Sir John Swinton died in 1724, and was succeeded by his son John, 
w member of the Scottish bar, and father of that Scottish Judge Lord Swin- 
ton (died 1799), who, an already shown was the grandfather of Captain 
Swinton whose death is recorded above. Archibald Swinton, the founder of 
Rurn & Co., Calcutta, was the fourth son of John Swinton of Swinton and 
went to India in or about 1752, 
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“The present head of this family is John Edulf Balgrave Swinton of that 
ilk, bor 1864, whose residence is Swinton Bank, Peebles, and at Edinburgh 
and London, 1 have just had the pleasure of an interview on the above 
subjects with the present head of this illustrious family. 





Of Henry Derozio; Bengala’s youthful bard, more than one leading 
English critic—Mr, George Saintsbury and Mr W. M. Rossetti, forinstance— 
has written kindly. Derozio would appear to have found his latest admirer 
in MrE.F, Oaten whose “Sketch of Anglo-Indian Literature” (Kegan 
Paul, Trench & Co. 1908) gained the Le Bas prize last year, In the course 
ofa letter addressed to a person nt Calcutta, Mr, Oaten adds — 

“©? 8 Tom very mtich attracted by that remarkable man's character 
and attainments. Gentus, they say, ripens early and dies early in India; but 
| cannot but think that the bloom of promise which the spring of Derozio’s 
life put forth would have borne yet nobler frit hada summer or autumm of 
life been granted him. Hf my poor work serves in any degree to rescue 
Derezio’s poems from undeserved oblivion, I shall be amply repaid.” 





Some Transactions of the Cafeutta 
Historical Society. 


THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


QHE first Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on 
S the 28th January 1968, in the Hall of the Asiatic Society 
of Bemral, the President, the Hon, Sit Francis Mactean, 
being in the chair, There was a good attendance. Sir 
Francis pleasantly commented on the termination of @ 
successful period of working. The report and audited 
accounts were presented and passed, arid office-bearers elected for the year 
1908 A verbatim report of the proceedings, with the report and accounts 
and a full list of members, lias been separately circulated. 








CHANDERNAGORE, 
Dane and Dutchman, cack rebelling, 
Dipped hix flag and left the fray, 
Silver comvent bells are knelling 
(Flewrt-ilelys',) o'er-shadowed day— 
But fair England's baaners swelling 
Star the wondrous walermay. 


Dead Ghyretiy’s pictured ceiling 
Sleeps beneath the jangle sheile, 

By the serpent-(rack revealing 
Corsice-wreck and balustrade, 

Awe the ghostago ever tiealing 
Down the wind-tit esplanade. 


Tranguchar's pale Danish daughter, 
Awreole-tressed and violet eyed, 
Laugh: towards the shadowy water 
Where the dim feetckeshras ride— 
‘Eve fell Phiitp’s hiss had sought her, 
‘Ere she poted a prince's bride. 
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Comes Dupleix—Dupleix forgetting— 
(West and. East, but France es lord.— 
Sin-dream with a cloud-wrapped setting) 
Grasping still a broken moord 
To a note of wailed regretting 
Wrang from some hid harpsichord. DAK (in the Empire.) 


The festival of Dashahara, a general holiday, on Tuesday, the oth June 
1908, afforded another opportunity for an excursion ; the French settlement of 
Chandernagore was, on this occasion, selected as the objective of the party. 
The Jainti was again requisitioned ; and, with the Socicty’s fag at the fore, and 
a large party of members and their friends on board, she left Mirbahar 
Ghat (above Bridge) shortly after 11 at. The weather served admirably ; 
the Palace Hotel Co, as usual, provided substantial and acceptable refresh- 
ments, The bookstall amidships did a good business in the sale of the 
C-H.S.'s and other publications of focal historical interest, Mr, Mitchell 
the new Secretary, was deservedly congratulated upon the result of his 
maiden endeavours to make the day the pleasing and instructive success 
it proved to be. 

it is worthy of note that the C.H.S, has now visited all places of Interest 
in Bengal (with the exception of the Budge-Budge district) usually associated 
in history with the personality and exploits of Clive, 

The southern confines of the last of the Hughii’s European settle- 
ments other than British were reached as tiffin was in progress, and the 
good ship slid past the wooded territory in the recesses of which He the ruins 
of the once magnificent French Palace at Ghyretty. Chandernagore reached, 
the party, on landing at the principal phat in the centre of the Esplanade 
met with a hearty welcome from a representative gathering of our gallant 
neighbours, who brought a message of greeting from M. Guizonier, the 
Administrateur, A cordial reception by the Maire, M, Leon Tardivel, 
followed, and introductions were made to Messrs, J, E. and A, Lebureaux, 
F, Chrestien, and other residents. Mr, E. W. Madge, of the Imperial Library, 
Caleutta, had preceded the travellers by train, and met the steamer at the 
landing stage. Lieutenant-Colone! Crawford joined the party later on, A 
sufficing supply of ticca gharrics was provided by the courtesy of the 
Maire. 

A short drive, skirting the “ La/ Dighi’ tank, led to the Cemetery, to 
the north-west of the present town, and the Mr, Madge, plan in hand, pointed 
out the chief monuments of historical interest. Mr. Madge’s knowledge of 
the cemeteries of Bengal is “extensive and peculiar :" what he cither does 
not know or is unwilling to impart to his fellow members may be dismissed 
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from the mind as unknowable His careful study of the Campo Santo of 
Chandernagore afforded those who had the good fortune to be present a 
unique opportunity for seeing all that is best worth seeing in this resting city 
of the living who have died. 

The most interesting Inscription is perhaps the one in the mortuary 
chapel to a lady of the Worlee (Werlde, Varié, or Verié) family. A tablet to 
another member of the family may be seen at the entrance to the chapel. 
Among others buried here are Captain Bourgoin, Knight of St. Louis and of 
the Legion of Honor, and Chief of the Settlement of Cossimbazar ; Chevalier 
Doyot, Intendant-General of the French settlements in Bengal; J. Piaggio, 
late Mahratta Officer; the widow of Dr, B, Hartley (the name recalling 
“Hartly House”); Chevalier de Jancigny, the Orientalist ; Eugene Courjon 
" Prince de Chandernagore”; Miss Alice Rattray, the daughter of Robert 
Haldane Rattray, a well known Bengal Civilian; E. W. Hollingbery, a 
member of an old Calcutta family; Henry Piddington, a Meteorological 
writer, who invented the word “Cycione;" the Rev, R. Bland, Chaplain of 
Gowhati ; Felix Niel, Acting Administrator, and last, but not least, Jules de 
Momet, “a brave soldier of the first Napoleon." Thereis also in the cemetery 
a nameless dwarf pillar over the grave of Major Walter Key Haslewoodl, 
erected, it is said, by a Aapra-wallah, Kala Chand. 

The. most ancient inscription, bearing date 1753, is in Armenian; A 
rubbing of it has been sent to the Asiatic Society of Bengal for its archives. 

The site of Port St. Orleans was next visited, Avs in the case of Old Fort 
William, and also the barracks at Berhampur, Fort Orleans stood between a 
large tank and the river, In June t756, when Renault, the Chief of Chander- 
nagore, foresaw trouble ahead, and was beginning to make preparations, he 
described the Fort as— 

“ Almost in the middle of the settlement, surrounded by houses, which 
command it, a square of about 600 feet, built of brick, flanked with 
four bastions, with six guns each without mmparts or glacis. The 
southern curtain, about four feet thick, mot raised to its full height, 
was provided only with a battery of four guns; there was a similar 
battery to the west, but the rest of the west curtain was only 
a wall of mud and brick, about a foot and a half thick, and eight 
or nine feet high ; there were warehouses ranged against the east 
curtains which faced the Ganges and which were still in process 
of construction; the whole of this side had no ditch, and that 
round the other sides are dry, only four feet in depth and @ mere 
raving The walls of the Fort up to the ramparts were fifteen feet 
high, and the houses on the edge of the counterscarp, which 
commanded it, were ay much as 30 feet,” 
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By way of strengthening his feeble position, Renault, as he says; “ com- 
menced to pull down the church and the house of the Jesuit Fathers, situated 
ony the edge of the ditch, also all the houses of private persons which masked 
the entire north curtain.” It should never be forgotten that In this Jesuit 
house, thus dismantled, died one of the greatest of those admirable and 
perfectly amazing Jesuit missionaries. For the story of the heroic career of 
Bishop Francois Laynez we must consult the work of the Rev, Father 
Auguste Jean Le Afadure: L'Ancienne ct La Nouvelle Mission. Having, 
itis said, baptized with his own hand no less than 30,000 of the heathen, 
and travelled on eyangelising tours from Trichinopoly to the borders of 
Tibet, the Bishop died, in the presence of the brethren of his Society, at 
Chandernagore, on the 11th of June, 1715. His body was in all probability 
buried before the High Altar at the Jesuit Church. Would it not be possible 
to make some excavations in order to see whether the pavement of the old 
sanctuary might not be traced ? 

Returning to the Fort Orleans, we were able to find some of the brick- 
work (it mms along the roadside) of the cast curtain, which Orme states was 
thirty yards from the river. Mr, S C, Hill tells as that the ditch before 
the west curtain stood twelve feet from the Great Tank. We, thanks to 
M. Lehureaux, were able to trace the position of the Porte Royale, which 
faced the road northward to Chinsurah, and was in Renault's opinion on “ the 
weakest side of the Fort." For the narrative of the Siege one must, of course, 
consult Mr. S. C. Hill's Three Frenchmen in Bengal, 

The Expedition then drove to the Convert Chapel of the Immaculate 
Conception. There js a tradition that this edifice was originally an Armenian 
place of worship, and that it was presented to the Roman Catholic authorities 
by an Armenian lady convert. We have since leamed from M. Lehureaux 
that it is the old Capuchin Church. The doors of the Chapel bear the date 
1722—two years later than Dupleix’s arrival at Pondicherry, and nine before. 
his arrival at Chandernagore. It may be supposed that it was to this building 
that Bishop Heber refers In his Journa/, “The little Chureh, which I had 
seen from the beach, belongs to the * Tibet Mission,’ a branch of that Society 
‘pro propaganda fide’ at Rome which scems to extend its cares all over 
Fadia" (Vol. i. po rrr) 

A visit was paid to the ruins of the Eglise de St. Louis. Mr. Julian 
Cotton writes in his brother's (H. E. A. Cotton's) book * The present church 
covers the site of the older Church of St. Louis, where he (Dupleix) married 
his wife Jeanne, the famous Joanna Begum, from whom he learned the tongues 
and talents of oriental diplomacy.” Here are some mistatements. The original 
Church of St. Louis was, as the accompanying map will show, within the 
walls of Fort Orleans. In the Siege of 1757 it bore four guns on its roof. 
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(It may be noted that in 1756 there were at least tliree Churches in 
Chandernagore —the Parish Church of St. Louis, the Jesuits’ Church, and the 
Capuchin Church) The original St. Louis was destroyed in the Siege: a salt 
gola to the south of the site of the old Fort was afterwards tumed into the 
second Church of St. Louis, The present Parish Church occupies a site still 
more to the south ; after visiting the ruined gateway of the second Zglice de 
Sé. Louis, we crossed the road, and visited the fine modern Church of the Sacred 
Heart. All were impressed by the stateliness and dignity of its inferior. 
It was, at one time, served by the clergy of the excellent Congregation du 
S. Esprit et du S. Cour de Marie—a missionary body founded by the Vener- 
able Libermann, a converted Jew, who daring long years of suffering as a 
victim to epileptic fits, instituted the great Order, which has done so much 
noble work for the emancipation, evangelisation, and civilisation of the East 
African slaves. The statuette of Jean d’Arc, which stands before the Church, 
was much admired. In the public gardens, close by, we paid the homage of 
silent respect to Fragel’s bust of England's rival Empire-builder, Joseph 
Francis Dupleix. To aid our memoties, let us note that Dupleix was 
born about seven years after that memorable St. Bartholomew's day, when 
Charnock made his “ mid-day halt,” and founded Calcutta. 

The Rue bearing the name of General Claud Martin keeps alive the 
memory of another great Frenchman of the brave days of old, Perhaps, 
however, the fact that the C.H\S. was pressing a foreign soil was best 
brought home by the purchase at the Post Office of stamps bearing 
neither the image nor the superscription of H.M. “ Edvardus Septimus.” A 
glance at the well advertised Hotels on the river frontage, at the Conciergerie, 
and other public buildings preceded a visit to the residence of the Maire, on 
the walls of the state room of which a portrait of the late M. Alfred Courjon 
occupies the place of honowr. M. Tardivel in.a few kind words proposed 
*The C.H.S.” to which the Rev. W. K. Firminger responded in a speech 
suitably expressing the pleasure the Maire’s hospitality had given his guests, 
The toast of the enfentz cordiale was enthusiastically drunk by all present in 
bumpers of unforgettably excellent Sparkling Burgundy. 

At the Maire’s house were laid out for cur inspection the old Regiater of 
Marriages. Unfortunately we had not sufficient time to make much use of the 
rare opportunity so kindly afforded us. We looked at “the act of marriage 
between Dupleix and his Joanna.” The record bears witness that Dupleix 
had at the time reached the age of forty-three and bad attained the position 
of “President of the Superior Council at Poudicherry, and General Comman- 
dant of the French Possessions in India." Madame Dupleix, the daughter of 
M. Albret, the French Company's surgeon at Pondicherry, bad, in the year 
previous, lost her first husband, M, Vincens, to whom she had borne six 
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children, Malleson notes “! find it recorded that her wise counsels and her 
cnergy sustained her husband in all bis trials Slie was with him ‘during the 
whole period of his administration of French India, And whoo that adminis- 
tration came to a close, she accompanied him to France, to die of the 
Chagrin caused by the Injustice meted out to the husband ashe adored.” 

She was thirty-three years of age at the time of her marriage with Dupleix, 

The second entry in this old register of which special note was taken 
was that of George Francois Grand with Catherine Nodl Werlée, According 
to the custom of the time, i case of mixed-marriages a double ceremony, first 
Roman-and then Anglican, or the other way about, was held to be necessary, 
In this case, the pair were, as Mr. Julian Cotton notes, first married “at the. 
uncanonica! hour of t A.M. at Chandernagore,* and the sacred rite was sub. 
sequently repeated In @ private house at Hughll on oth july, i777. Ths 
latter ceremony is on the records of St. Jokns' Church—“ Mr, Francis Grand, 
writer in the Hon'ble Company's Service, and Miss Varle of Chandernagore —- 
William Johnson, Chapiain.” We also noted an entry of minor interest —1763 
M. Nicolas to Marie Werlés (a sister of Catherine), 

The history of Chandernagore, “the city of sandal wood)" vivid with 
stirring incidents, is softened by the charm of romance. Colonel Malleson 
in his /fistory of the French in India” tells the story of the early endeavours 
of the French to reach India, which date back as far 2s 1503, and the 
settlement on the Hughli is mentioned by Streynsham Master in 1676 
(Yule gives the date of settlement 1673), The Emperor Aurangzeb confirmed 
the French in possession in 1638,and, when Captain Alexander Hamilton 
visited the place early in the eighteenth century, he described the settlers 
as “for want of thoney not Ina capacity to trade. They have a few private 
families dweiling near the factory, and a pretty little church to hear Mass in, 
which is the chief business of the French in Bengal,” 

Jean Francois Duplelx, the most skilful opponent of Messienrs 
Anglais in the East, was the founder of the good fortunes of the settlement: 
Atthe time of his arrival, in 1731, is importance was on the decline, but on his 
departure for Pondicherry, a ditccade fater, its trade is said to have 
that of Calcutta, and it ther possessed two thousand brick-houses and a popula. 
tion which shortly afterwards exceeded a hundred thotsand. On 2st October, 
1807, at the " fardin de ’Amitie™ died Jean Henri Piron, a soldier of fortune: 
His epitaph fs preserved jn the present Parish Chorch. At Ghyretty House 
(whose great days were during the Governorship of M. Chevalier 1769 to 1787) 
"A Deol whitch recunk rekearels be left rory fas behind the suntant’y 


1 These are Mr. Jullan Cotton's dates, Chivaller late Bengal in 1775, From loth July 4780 
1783, Chanderiagore was in the hands of (be English —Ep,, Fogel Foes, 
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the beauty ail fashion of Calcutta, Chinsurah, Serampore and Chandet- 
magore were wont to foregather. The glorious villa’s noblé splendour of 
staircase and saluon with painted ceilings and wonderful cornices, the finest 
palace in India, was thought to rival that of Versailles itself; and, on 
occasions, Warren Hastings, " Junius” Francis, Clavering and others of the 
(ite of the English world in the East found pleasure in fraternising at banquet, 
ball, and rout on terms of the greatest cordiality with their Gallic neigh- 
hours. The patace is now a ruin of ruins: the merest traces of it remain, 
as is evidenced by Mr. Fitminger’s photograph reproduced fn the first 
mumber of this Journa!—and also in one of the Society's Historical 
postcards. 

It was, as has been seen, at Chandernagore that in 1777 George 
Francois Grand, 3 Swiss in the service of “ John Company,” wooed and 
won Catherine Noéi, the beautifit! daughter of Pierre Werlée, pilote du Gange. 
Tradition gives Tranqnebar as her birthplace in 1762, but her girlhood was 
passed at Chandernagore; her Danish extraction probably accounted for 
the fairness of complexion of "cette rare et nonchalante beaaté Indienne." 
The (908 edition of Dr. Busteed’s Echoes of Old Calentta contains a portrait 
by Mdme. ‘Le Brun of the " wife of mighty Talleyrand" which, even more 
than Gerarel's well-known effort, “portrays the wondrous Indian witchery of 

* a fairy form 
Which took continents by storm,” 

Elsewhere in this present number will be found the account of @ pillage 
of Chandernagore by “the peons" (armed mercenaries) of either the Nawab 
of Murshidabad or Patna in 1769, Colonel Pearse’s statement is rather vague, 
but it is certainly iihuminating. 

But to hark back somewhat ; when Suraj-ud-daula marched on Calcutta, 
he is said to have received from the French 250 barrels of gunpowder, and, 
in return for which, they were let off with a fine of 3% lakhs of rupees, 
Frenchmen too served in his artillery at the siege of Fort William. All thia, 
and the fact that a junction between Bussy and the Nawab might have been 
effected at any time, led Clive to plan the ruin of the French factories, 
Three British men-of-war sailed up the Hooghly (June 1737) ard the French 
blockaded the channel by sinking ships in the river, but a deserter, Terraneauy, 
pointed out to the English that the channel was passable in spite of 
the stinken vessels, After a short, but gallant, defence by Pierre Renault the 
town capitulated. Of Terraneau it is said that he hanged himself when his 
aged father, grieved at his conduct, had declined to feccive a remittance 
which he had sent home. The story of the suicide is mythical. Terraneau 
was alive in 1765, It was at the capture of Fort Orleans that * Billy ® Speke, 
son of the Captain of H.M.S. Kent (according to the epitaph in St, John's 
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Churchyard, Calcutta), " lost his leg dnd fe" The pathetic narrative is one 
of the valued heirloonis of Calcutta’s story. | 

At the Peace of Paris (1763), Chandernagore was restored to the French 
on condition that the Fort, which had been demolished, should not be rebuilt 
nor the place again fortified, So, when a tater Governor (M. Chevalier) 
ordered a deep ditch to be dug round the town, the earth being thrown np 
to forma rampart, the British sent an Engineer officer with 800 sepoys ty 
fill up the ditch, On war breaking out between the nations in 1773, it was 
again occupied by the British without opposition, but restored five years 
later. The French Reyolution was in miniature imitated in Chandernagore 
by the mob going in search of the Governor (M. de Montigny) at his country 
house, Ghyretty, and bringing him back in triamph to Chandernagore, where 
he was kept in durance vile Fearing the guillotine, the Governor appealed 
to the British, who soon quelled the disturbance: According, however, to 
another version, in the Calnutla Gasztte, the chief (M.-Fumeron) was for many 
months denied admission to the town by the people, who uniformly resisted 
his authority, So, “at length, seeing no hope of a change In the sentiments 
of those over whom he was intended to preside,” he quietly embarked. from 
Calcutta for Pondicherry: 

Chandernagore was again occupied by the British in 1793, and-in that 
year the Calowtta Gazette advertises the sale of some French Government 
property at the Arsenal, including the State palanquin. The town has 
remained in the possession of the French since 1816, 

In the early sixties of the last century, M. Lepine, the town engineer, 
levelled the terrain of the Fort, demolishing what remained of the old 
buildings. He also straightened the boundaries of the Factory tank, and, 
through the site of the Fort, traced’an alley still called “Avenue d'Orleans.” 

Among the tablets in the Church of the Sacred Heart is one recording the 
munificence of General Clanch Martin, who left Rs, 50,c00in charity for the poor, 
Another tablet, on the pavement to the south of the church, commemorates 
Jean Henri Piron, who succeeded Raymond as Commandant-General of the 
French Corps in the service of the Nizam of Hyderabad, and who is often 
corifused with the more celebrated Pierre Callier Perron in command of 
Scindia's army. There are also tablets to Lord William Guillandeu, of the 
Senate of the Rhine, Secretary of the King, ete, and to M’me Courjon, 

The French, who in Bengal still own a few biggahs of land in Balasore, 
where their old Factory once stood, are wrongly stated by several writers 
to receive from the British three hundred chests of opium annually on 
condition that they do not engage in the manufacture of that drug, but 
the correct facts are that the original privilege was to draw out annually 
300 chests of Opium from the Godowns of the British Government in 
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Calcutta paping for them at the average rate of the year's sales. That 
privilege was put up to anction at Chandernagore and purchased by Marwari 
speculators, and in the early sixties it realized up to Rs. 30,000; but, with 
the advent of submarine cables between India and China, the specula- 
tions in the drug became difficult and gracdially the sale of the French 
privilege dwindled down to nothing and some years tf wasn't so/d at all. 
So, somewhere in the cighities, it was mutually agreed that the priviloge 
should be commuted by a yearly payment of Rs, 5,000 from the British 
Government and the payment to the French Government of an anntal 
sum of Rs 4,00,000, on condition that they do not-engage in the manufacture 
of salt in the French Settlements of the Coromandel and Malabar coasts. 

The Jainté has swung round while we are ashore: the return to town 
in the cool of a cloudy afternoon is all too soon over. It is dusk when we 
reach the City of Palaces transformed between the twilights into a mighty 
purple of towered romance, The great warehouses and wharfs, looming up 
out of the gathering dark, are giants’ castles now, and the ghats icading 
from the water's edge the stepping-stones of kings. As we anchor, the 
bridge, black and cold and right to front, bars the way, and Asia is going to 
and fro up there upon the causeway. Being dusk it is between the twilights; 
and then, as you know; anything may happen. Who is this that steps out 
beside us on. to the pontoon? Stand aside and let him pass. See how he 
carries himself with an air, and how courteously he takes our salutes though 
with a broken sword, Miglity dreamer! Mighty fighter! He has lost atl 
save honour, but, that retained, what Aas he lost! Quick, look back to the 
river. They are heading for the passage through the bridge It is a long 
alender feelchchra that swings by, elephant headed at the prow, and the oars- 
men wear an Alipur livery, A lady, bravely wrapped against the evening 
chills is cushioned near the heim, and there is just light enough Ie to 
catch the gleam of gold in her ample tresses and time enough (for she is 
singing softly) the note of gold in her voice. Away they slide between the 
gaunt piers bearing the uplifted roadway—wondrous elephant, singing rowers, 
and golden git, The swirl of the black implacable waters of the wicked 
river iy with them on through the bridge and out into the beyond, Zale es? 
la Vie? Zelle est la Viet | 

The Strand Road is almost impassable now for it is the eve of u yreat 
poojah day, The bandstand at the Eden Gardens is the centre of a great 
crowd of music lovers, the Red Road is alive with carriages; and Chowringher. 
by the time we reach it, alight from Mosque to Paul's, Surely fiere is « Paris 
in the Orient, though as our hero dreamer would doubtless assert, on the 
wrong side of the river ? 


we 


Leaves from the Editor's Mote Book. 


eoe—pee’ the present issue of Bengals Past end Present | have com- 
J} menced a republication of the Memove of Colonel Thomas 
Deane Pearse, which originally uppeared in the now excerd- 
ingly seance The British fudian Mf itary Repository. This 
periodical, was edited by Captain Samuel Parlby of the 
Bengal Artillery, and the volumes, in which the AMfens-sa/ 
appeared, are dated (622-23. Every one who hes visited Dum-Dam must 
have taken notice of the lofty column raised to Colonel Pearse’s memory 
close to the present Church, which was-erected nearly thirty-two years after the 
Colonel's death. The letters given in this Afemtalr throw sq much fight 
on the history of the times that, | am sure, our readers will be glad to 
have them in possession, 





By the kindyess of-one of our members, | am able to include in this issue 
a reproduction of Mr, Arthur Norman's Gne photograph of the Bengal Club 
Buildings, which during the last few weeks have been jn course of demolition, 
It is, of course, unnecessary to remind the reader that the old howse, which 
formed the nucleus of the bullding, was Lord Macaulay's Calcutta residence. 
The view of Chowringhee reproduced jn this number shows ua a bit. of 
Calcutta which bas undergone some considerable alteration of late years, 
The Mercury statue, referred to on p. 82 of Vol, 1 of Bengals Past and 
Present, will be noted, and so also will be the Outram equestrian statue, The 
view of St. Paul's: Cathedral, asit was on the occasion of our present King's 
visit, shows the building very differently arranged from what it ia to-day, 





iN my article on the " The Founder of Calcutta," in No.2 of Vol. 1ot 
Aengal; Past and Present, 1 wrote (9. 197) "The date of the coming of the 
first English agents to Patna, Asoka's Pataliputra, has sot been discovered, 
Professor 1, Wilaon has said that an attempt was made to establish a 
Factory at Patna in 1620, but Sir H. Yule could find no authority for 
this, and he adds that, in any case, such an attempt must have been 
made, from Surat through Agra Jong before the settlements were made in 
Bengal,” The authority for Professor H. Wilson's statement is now forth- 
coming in the old letterbuok of two merchants who found their way. bo 
Patna in the year 1630. The history of this attempt, made (as Sir H. Yule 
rightly conjectured) from Surat, is summarised by Me, William Foster tn his 
recent work, The English Factories in India, r628-1621. The student of 
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history of the English in Bengal will find some most interesting materials 
in Mr. Foster's yolume. 








Tw 14613, the English, on their way to Bengal, came to Orissa, and 
the story of the sxttlement at Balasore will be found in De, C. R. Wilson's 
masterly introduction to his none-too-widely-known, yet most deserving, 
book, The Zaglish in Bengal; but the story of the attempt to reach and exploit 
Bengal from the West of India has been, till Mr, Foster's book appeared, an 
aritold tale, For the English merchants the attraction offered by Bengal was 
its silken goods and cottons: the only question was, would It not be in the 
long run cheaper to purchase the products of Bengal at Agra rather than to 
maintain factories on the spot? So:early as 1619, the agents at Surat advised 
their brethren at Masulipatam: “As for trade i) Bangala our masters 
have often require the attempte in expectacion, itt seemes, of come profitable 
commodities thence for England, butt as the case standes, wee see not how it 
can as now be uttdertaken.” However, an attempt was made, and ! will 
proceed to give a letter from Kobert Hoghes and John Parker, at Patna, to the 
Company, dated November 30, 1620, (1 modernise, as far as possible, the 

lish). 
ice Your Worshbips in your last year’s letter, dated the 18th February and 
6th March, 1618 [1619], sent by the Chardes, Rudy, and Dyamond, earnestly 
requiring quantity of commodities fitting England, and their provision to be 
made in such places as give best hopes, as well for attaining quantity as also 
their procuring to the best advantage for price, condition, ete., amongst sundry 
other pew employments, thought on by the President and Council in Surat, 
after the dispeed of the Lyon, the last year, for England, they enordered 
some experience to be made in the parts of Bengal, for that by seport it 
promised good store of callico, clothing, raw silk, etc. the commodities by 
your Worships most desired : for which cause they appointed Robert Hughes 
to be sent from the Agra Factory to Patria, the chiefest mart town of all 
Bengal, appointing him likewise an assistant then in Surat, who being long 
detained in Ahmadabad, for want of company to proceed for Agra, spent 

a great part of the year there; whereof we having notice in Agra, the 
ase spending so fast, and the way between Patna and Agra somewhat 
tedious, it was thought requisite to dispeed Robert Hughes before, and the 
assistant to follow him upon advice of the necessity, And having 
accorded upon a competent sum of monies for some present trials, with 
bills of exchange importing 4,000 rupees, lie departed (from) Agra the 
8th June, and after 29 days travel arrived here in Patna the 3rd July, 
where having procured acceptance of his exchanges, and made some 
inquisition into the hope and good here to be effected, and upon good 
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information being ascertained that this piace to good purpose might be 
established a factery, he forthwith advised Surat and Agra thereo!, and 
entrusted the sending of his assistant aml by him some English goods, which 
in: Agra lay-unvendable, with more supplies of monies, to proceed in provision 
of what goods might possibly be compassed timely to be sent hence this year 
for Surat and England; of which advice and information the Agra factors. 
approved, and in place'of John Bagam, which was proceeded with Robert 
Younge for Lahore, they sent hither John Parker, and by him the goods 
advised for, who came hither about the midst of September; before and since 
whese arrival what we have effected in our provision, ete, we will proceed to 
give your Worships notice, Accounts ef goods purchased and forwarded to 
Agra.. The Amberty callicoes are:madea days journey-from this place in a 
pergana (“ prigonye”) or shier called Lackhower, where they are still to be 
bought of all. prices, infinite quantities from the. poor weavert. which make 
them, brown of which there are three sorts, the first narrow breatlths and are 
commonly called rasseys, generally coarse and few or none above two rupees 
net, the piece of about half a yard broad and #3 yards long; the next sort 
are called zefierconnyes, and at most may be one-fourth broader than the 
former, but much finer and of higher prices, from two to six rupees. per 
piece; and the third and fast. sort the broadest and finest, known here by 
the name of Jehangeres, whereof some are a full English yard and few or 
none above, Neither can the weavers conveniently. make them broader {as 
themselves say) to have them substantially and close woven, The best and 
cheapest course would be to buy them raw and have them bleached after- 
wards, Ten or fifteen thousand picces might casily be procured, The finer 
sorts are a good sort of cloth having no fault but want of breadth. A thin 
cloth like callico lawn is also procurable in good quantities, Samples of raw 
silk sent. They can procure it cheaper than in Agra by 30 per cent, viz, 
Rs. dale, the seer of 5514 .pieces (which seer is near about 144 pounds English 
avoirdupois) against Rs 53 the seer 30 pieces in Agra. The supply has 
been approved from Surat, and they hope to provide goo maunils yearly, 
Amberty callicoes and raw silk are the two main props which must 
uphoid this factory. They. have sold most of thetr Engilsh goods to the. 
Governor. The Portuguese, of late years, haye had a trade here in Patna, 
coming up with their frigates from the bottom of Bengal, when they have 
two ports, the one called Gollye, the other Pieppullye and thersi are licensed 
by this King to inhabit Gollye is their chiefest port, where they are in great 
multitudes, and have their yearly shipping both from Malacca and Cochin, 
The commodities they usually bring up hither iv for the moet. part tin, 
spices, and. China wares, in lieu whereof they transport amberty callicoes, 
carpets, and all sorts of their cloth, which they die inte reddy redds purposely 
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for sail to the southwards. This city stands up on the Ganges, whose swift 
current transports their frigates with such dexterity that in five or six days 


they usuilly vo up to their ports, but in repairing up again spend thrice the 
time.” 





Tris letter is in itself of great interest. It Is, aa far as can beat present 
decided, the first’business letter sent home by an English Merchant in Bengal 
us his employers beyond the seas. It deserves to be reproduced in facstmtie. 
The place to which Hughes had been “dispeeded " was apparently Hajipur, 
on the other side of the river to Patna. “Hogreporepatamia”’ and “ Hageepore- 
Puttana” are alternative names giver to this place in the records: Patna fs 
represented by” Puttana,"” The great weaving centre, Hughes’ “ Lackhower” 
is, Mr. Foster conjectures, the present Lukawar, about $0 miles south of Patna, 
“Gollye” is, of course, Hughii, and Pieppullye is Pippli in the Balasore 
district, 





Rover? Hucwes reached Patna on July 3, 1620, and was joined by John 
Parker in the following September. In the March of 1621, a “terrible fire" 
ravaged the city : the Factors’ house and merchandise were destroyed, About 
the same time their Patron, Muquarrab Khan, was transferred to Agra, while 
Prince Parwiz, Jehangir's second son, became Governor of Patna, In June, 
the two Englishmen were dispossessed of their second home, and we find them 
“ theise ten dayes wandringe 16 cover ourselves arid goods, thoughe but with 
grase to deebar the heate and raynes, now in excess.” On September 13, 
1621, Hughes left for Agra, he was followed by Parker-a few weeks later; 
and the story of the first attempt of the English to found a factory at Patna, 
told by Mr. Foster with not a few interesting details, thus ends. 


IN these letters we find references to the Portuguese emporium ‘at 
Satgaon—* Satgonge “ as Hughes calls it—and we hear a good deal about 
“ quiltes of Satgonge wraught with yellow sik.” We hear too of “ Mucksoude " 
(f¢., Maksudabad afterward’ Murshidabad) and “Sideabaude (Saidabad}— 
places of hundred and thirty-six years later to loom large in Anglo-lodian 
History. As Satgaon is a place to which the Society proposes to make an 
expedition, I will venture to cite the account given by Caesar Frederich, earns 
1563—{ English modernised.) | 

"1 departed from Orisa to Bengal, to the harbonr Piqueno, which is 
distant from Orisa towards the east a hundred and seventy miles, They 
go asit were rowing along the coast fifty and four’ miles, and then we 
enter into the river Ganges: from the mouth of this river toa city called 
Satagan, where the merchants gather themselves together with their trade, 
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are a hundred miles, which they row In eighteen hours with the increase of 
the waterin which river it foweth and ebbeth as it does in the Thames, and 
when the ebbing water is come, they are not able to row in it, by reason of 
the swiftness of the water, yet their barks be light and armed with oars like 
to foistes, yet they cannot prevail against that stream, but for refuge must 
make them fnst to the bank of the river until the next flowing water, and 
they call these barke Bazaras and Patvas.; they row as well as a Galliot, or 
a5 well as ever | haye seen any, A good tides rowing: before you came to 
Satagan, you shall have a place which Is called Buttor* and from thence up: 
Wards the ships doe not goe, because that upwards the river is very shallow 
and little water, Every year at Buttor they make and unmakea village with 
houses and shops made of straw, and with all things necessary to thelr uses, 
and this village standeth as tong as the ships ride there, and till they depart 
for the Indies, and when they are departed, every man goeth to his plot of 
houses, and there setteth fire on them, which thing made me to marvel, For 
as | passed up to Satagan, | saw this village standing with a great number of 
people, with an infinite number of ships and bazars, and at my return coming 
down with my Captain of the last ship, for whom | tarried, I wad all amazed 
to see such a place so soon raised and burnt, and nothing left but the sign 
of the burnt houses. The small ships go to Satagan, and there they laid, 
"Tn the port of Satagan every year laid thirty or five and thirty ships 
small and great, with rice, cloth of Bombast of diverse sorts, Lacca, great 
abundance of suggar, mirabolans diied and preserved, long pepper, oyle of 
Zerteline anf many other kinds of merchandise. The city of Satagan is a 
reasonabie fair city for a city of the Moors, abounding with all things, and 
was governed by the King of Patane, and now is subject ta the great Mogul, 
| was in this kingdom four months, whereas many merchants did buy or 
freight boats for their benefits, and with these barks they go up and down 
the river Ganges to fairs, buying their commodity with a great advantage, 
because that every day in the week they havea fair now in one place, and 
now in another, and T also hired a bark, and went up and down the river and 
did. my business, and soin the night | saw many strange things: The 
kingdom of Bengal in times past have been as it were in the power of the 
Moors, nevertheless there is a great store of Geritiles among them ; always 
whereas | have spoken of Gentiles fs to be understood idolaters, and whereas 
| speak of Moors 1 mean Mahomet's sects, Those people especially that be 
within the land do greatly worship the River Ganges, for when any is sick, 
he is brought out of the country to the bank of the river, and there they make: 
him a small cottage of straw, and every day they wet him with that water, 
whereof there are many that die, and when they are dead, they make a heap 
- " Medetn— Beton | 
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of sticks and boughs and lay the dead body thereon, and putting fire there- 
unto, they let the body alone until it be half-roasted, and then they take it 
off from the fire, and make an empty jar fast about his neck and‘so throw 
him into the river, These things every night I saw for the space of two 
months, as | passed up and down to the fairs to buy my commodities with 
the merchants. This is the cause that the Portugals will not drink of the 


water of the Ganges, yet to the sight it is more perfect and clearer than the 
water of the Nile is." 





[IN the fast issue, | quoted Miss Bletchynden's account of the terrible 
wreck of the Grosvexor, 1 have since come across, in the notice of “ the life 
and writings of the author” prefixed to Robert Orme's Historical Fragments, 
the following passage in a letter from the historian to Sir William Jones :-— 

“f must now ask your pardon and permission to speak on a matter 
which affects me to the very heart, The sad fate of the ship Grosvenor will 
have.reached India long before this letter. My nephew, Mr, Hosea, his wife 
and child were among those who got ashore ; and I have heard of them to 
the tenth day after the wreck; but beyond, to this hour nothing. Captain 
D' Auvergne, who arrived about three months ago from the Cape, says, 
there were accounts of more white people inland when he came away ; but 
two ships, a Dane and a Fretichman, had been lost on the same coast ; and 
nearly on the same part of it since the Grosvenor so that [am almost 
without hope of his safety, I am one of his attorneys in England and he 
has three children ander cur care, a boy and two girls, the eldest ten years 
old, Nobody knows anything of any will of Mr, Hosea being deposited 
in England ; but it is scarcely possible that he should have left Bengal 
without making one and leaving at least a duplicate of it in India.” 





THE writer of the biographical note tells us that "when the dreadfal 
news arrived of the loss of the Grosvexor Indiaman, in which his nephew and 
his family were passengers, it so extremely affected Mr. Orme, that it was 
a long time before even his superior mind could be reconciled to the event, 
In a letter to a friend, he says : ‘my wretched health has been ra epenns 
by this shock which for many days left me almost in a state of stupidity,” 
The letter to Sir WilHam Jones is dated, “ Harley Street March 12, 1784." 
Of the three Hosea children here mentioned, the} boy (William Orme) died, 
in the Hon. Company's service in Bengal, and one girl married a Lieut.- 
Colonel Sharpe and the other John Betsworth Trevanion, 





Iw the biographical notice of Orme, there is another interesting Calcutta 
reference. “Mr, Orme had, in 1750, commenced a very agreeable intercourse 





and sincere Fienidship with Mr Benjamin Rebina, whe had) jest then 
arrived at Madras from England, a» Engineer-Genera! of all the Company's 
fortifications in India , anil who immediately planed thove uf Fort St) Davicl 
and Madras but did not live-ta finish them, though they were afterwards 
completed upon his pian. Mr. Robins died, with hispen in‘his- hand, July 
29, 1751, while In the act of drawine up fier the Company some officlil 
statements 1t was a little remarkable that, ten years afterwards, Mr, Orme 
en his srrival in England, dhoold meet and Torn pu mcquaditinner with three 
very intimate and learnéd frievds of Mr Robins, sis, De Henry Pemberton 
md Dr, James Wilson, associntes of the late Sir lsnac Newton, and Mr, Jolm 
Nourse, an eminent bodkseller In the Strand, a ma of great mathematical 
scierice, deeply ekilled in the Newtonian philosophy, nnd who in early: life had 
also the honour and happiness of being known to Sir Foac. Mr, Nowrse 
was at the time preparing for the press the learned works of Mr Robits, 
under the care of Dr. Wilson; who in ® very critical and fearmed preface 
observes : "These [Me. Robina’ abilities as an engineer] | have heand biphly 
praised by many intelligent persons whe have bee apen the spot; aid what 
‘is. still more, { have been informed [hy Mer, Orme] that they wore approved of 
by the brave Colonel Clive who, through the force of eeiiue alone Beenming a 
self-taught commander, has, with matchless conduct as well ns valour, relieved 
our sinking affgirs in those pacts of the world!" 





In a footnote we are piven the following information as regards Robins:— 
“Termed by Mr. Orme a man of great science and-an honour to his ¢ointry, 
Mr, Robins was the real narrator of Lond Anson's Povage Rowed the (PoAla 
which carries in the title page the name of the Rev. Richard Walter 
Chaplain of the Cevferion.” We find aleo, ty the fellowing letter from Lari 
Anson, that had Mr, Robins remained in England, he designed to have added 
a second volume to that work. 

| “ Bath, the send Orteber, 1749. 
“DEAR Sik, 

"When | lastsaw you in town, [forgot to ask you, Whether you intended 
to publish the second yolume before you leave us, which I confess [ am. 
very sorry for, If you should have Inid “aside all thoughts of Javouring the 
world with more of your works, it will be much disappointed ; and no one in 
it more than your véry moch obliged humble servant. 

"PS —IT you can tell \the tae of youn dgueaty Jeune kere Lt." 





100. tot propose to discuss Robins’ career:at length, for, alihoogh he is 
not noticed in the Dictionary of Indian Die graphy, Wis Wife is very fairly given. 
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in the Dictionary of National Biography. The son of a poor Quaker at Bath, 
Benjamin Robins was born in 1707, and he died at Fort St. David, Cuddalore, 
in. 1751. In the first volume of Dr. C, R, Wilson’s Old Fort William will 
be found the instractions given by the Court in 1749 for the fortification of 
Caleutta which Robins was comtnissioned to carry into execution, He was 
to take rank a4 third in Council, and to remain in [ndia till March, 
7S. Dr. Wilson records that Robins arrived at Fort St. David on the 
Grantham on July 14, (750, arid left by the Swa/few on February 10, 1754, On 
March tith, we read of him as arrived at Culeutta, and "offered a houseat 150 
Madras rupees per month. But the visit to Calcutta was merely on flight 
Estimates fur chunam and timber pat in‘by the Master Engineer were duly 
passed, but he himself had to fly back to Cuddalore, and there he died of 
fever on July 29, 1751. Apparently, finding death bard on his track, Robins 
commuiiicated to Orme some of the essentials of his intentions as to the 
fortification of Caleutts, Ina letter written by Orme from Madras, 1754, we 
read ; 
The Company's Settlement of Calcutta is situated upon a low of the 
River Ganges, the points of Which are Salmas's [Surman’s} Garden to the 
Southward and Perring’s Garden to the Northward, Our bounds extend inland 
in & kind of a curve too, the greatest distance of which from the River is 
about a mile and a quarter, About tet years ago, spon the incursion of the 
Morratoes, the merchants were so allarmed that at their own expense they 
proposed to dig a ditch round the bounds and of the earth to form @ rampast 
within {[t, and accordingly in. a hurry finished three-fourths of it, 1 believe 
there remains a mile to carry It down to the River, it having turned the 
southernmost angle cf our bounds—though this ditch and rampart are nto 
ways answerable to their intent of defending the bounds yet had they be 
finished quite down to the River as they are to the Northward with openings 
to the great roads which lead into the Town, itinost certainly would have 
proved excellent means of iaying with great exactness the customs on all 
inland importations. Mr, Robine told me, when he returiied from Bengal, 
that he intended to carry on this ditch into the moat of the citadel he 
designed to be built a little: above Salman's Garden ; and, by deepening it, 
proposed to make it defensible tll the principal Inhabitants with their most 
valuable effects could retire. into this new Fort. So that, whether or no the 
engineer that sccceeds Mr, Robie pitches upon the same place, it is evident 
that, with an eye only to the security of the colony, this ditch ought to 
be carried down to the river; and, when the advantage and ease it will 
afford to all the imports on goods brought out of the country ts likewise 
i 
* Major-Geaetal Stubie, in lily Putery of he Beagui Avtifery, woogly sums that Robi 
tere visited Calcutta 
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considered, I think there cannot be the least hesitation about executing 
it immediately." 








Tus last quotation serves, 1 think, to show that, had Robins lived to 
carry out his plans, the new Fort William would have arisen on its present site 
some years before the disaster of 1756, But I will not continue the subject 
for the very satisfactory reason that | am expecting an article on the subject 
of the Engineers of Fort Willlam from the lady wha so kindly contributed to 
our first sumber an article on “The Northern Side of Tank Place.” Bat 
before we say au revoir to Robert Orme, I think it would be worth 
while for us to remember that, although the Histotian himself is not buried 
in the solemn Abbey, there are on its walls at least two inscriptions written by 
his pen—iz,, the monuments to Stringer Lawrence (the "Founder 
of the Indian Army") and to Sir Eyre Coote, “Echoes of Bengal in 
Westminster Abbey“ would be a magnificent subject for a writer endowed 
with the knowledge of the late C, R, Wilson and the literary power of 
Washington Irving, 





THE mention of Surman’s Garden a little higher ap leads me to ask the 
question: What has become of the late C, R. Wilson's Part tt of Vol. 2t 
of the English te Benga’? In this Part 11, we were, eight years ago, piro- 
mised an account of the important Surman embassy, and the book was 
practically ready for the press at the time of Dr. Wilson's death, What, 
we are all asking, has become of the book ? 





Ma. P, A. SELPE has sent me a photograph of the great Gola or 
Granary at Bankipore. From the Government " List of Ancient Monuments 
in Bengal” (August 1895) | excerpt: " This structure, consisting of a brick- 
tuilding in shape of a bee-hive, was re-erected in 1786 as a storehouse for 
grain as part of a plan to guard against famines, the intention being to build 
such granaries throughout the district in which grain might be stored in 
years of plenty as provision against years of dearth. The granary at Banki- 
pore was, however, the only one built in the district, and it was never filled, 
++ The building at Bankipore is a enormous structure; the walls ure 
twelve feet thick and are pierced by four doors, one to wach side Two spiral 
fights of stairs led to the top, where there is an opening for filling in the 
grain, which is closed with a stone slab. Over one of the doors is a ‘marble 
tablet which bears the following inscription -— 

"No, t—In part of a general plan ordered by the Governor. 
General in Council, 20th of January 1784, for the perpetual 
prevention of famine in these provinces, the granary was 
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erected by Captain John Gantin Engineer. First filled and 
publicly closed by . 

“The Gola has never beet filled, hence the space in the inscription still 
remains blank, and the building stands @ useless monument of a mistake, 
inasmuch as the doors at the bottom open inwards.” 

The Caleutta reader will hardly need to be reminded that Warren. 
Hastings caused a great granary-to be built in Fort William, To quote the 
List again: “The Granary is now used as a stote for the Military Works 
Department. Above itis the Military Prison which was built in 1871-72, 
The original building Is go%g feet broad by 127 feet long and is about 
25 feet high. Each cross wall has four arched openings of 12 feet span, It 
is of brick in lime andthe external walls are 9 feet 3 inches thick: The 
external walls have been cement plastered comparatively recently, After 
construction of the Military Prison, it was found neoessary to strengthen the 
bay at the south-west end by tie rods and buiiding up a cross-wall to 
support the arch, Of the front of the building is a black-stone slab, 3 feet 
long by 20 inches high, with the following inscription — 

"This building contains 51,265 maunds of rice and 2002514 
meunds of paddy, which were deposited by order of the 
Governor-General and Council under the inspection and 
charge of John Belli, Agent for providing victualling stores 
to this garrison in the month of March, April and May 1782." 





I HAVE received a copy of Mr, Shumblioo Chunder Dey's excellent wark 
the Bansberia Ray, which is issued by the Pootan Press but may be obtained 
from all well-known booksellers. Bansberia has so recently occupied a promi 
nent place if the pages of Aewgal: Past and Present, that only a 
few words arc necessary to recommend this interesting work to our readers: 
The Society's visit to Bansberia was by no means the last interesting of our 
expeditions of last year, and, as the visit may be tepeated, members are 
advise) to procure Mr. Dey's work, which fs well illustrated, and is sold fora 
very small sum Mz, Dey is already favourably known tous by his MagAlp: 
Pastanad Present; his new volume will sustain his reputation. 





THE appearaivoe ol the present aumber has been delayed if order to 
admit of the inclusion of an account of the Society's visit to Chandernairore. 
‘The expedition was a most delightful one. The kindly message of welcome 
from the Adiministrateur, the warm-hearted hospitality of the Maire, and the 
skilled guidance of the Messieurs Leheurewx all contributed tothe charm of our 
visit, Not one of us, | am sure, felt that our cheers for the cu tente cordials, 
the President of the French Republic, the civic authorities; and our other friends 
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at Chandernagore were mere formalities; we entered into them with right 
good zeal, voice, heart, and hand. The Expedition, thatiks to the: endeavours 
of Mesers. Leheureux and Mr. E.. W. Madye, has been productive of some 
good results from the historian’s point of view, and it has undoubtedly 
secured the correction of many common blundefs ii regard both to tope- 
graphy and historical facts. 





To students of Old Chaidetnagsre I would recommend the study of the 
history. of Jean Baptiste Chevalier ax a fine field for original research work, 
The Bret I can hear of him is about March, 1757, when M.. Courtin, -the 
French Chief at Dacca, was daily expecting his retarn from an adventurous 
visit'to the King of Assam, The story of his fellow-sulferings with M. 
Courtin is told by Mr. S.C. Hill in bis Tira Frenchman in Bengal Tn i. 
Vansittart's Original Papers Relative to the Disturbances in Bengal (Vol. 1, 
p, 5 ef s¢g,) there is in £759 a correspondence between Warren Hastings and 
W. B, Summer, the English Chief at Dacca, and in it we find Chevalier as 
one among “others usurping the English ame," and this highly treculent 
letter from Chevalier to “Meer Atta Qolla; Waladur of the Pergunah of 
Baharbund.” 

“The letter, which you sent up my writer, I have pecelved You write chat 1 belong 
to the English, { must have the English Sunnud, and desire a copy of {t to be sent to you. 
tn anawer I pak, who are you that [ should send pou a copy of the Sunnad? If you want 
ty be informed who | umm) andl who sent nin, Seid a mun to the Chief whe will aniwer 
you, Lf the people of your Pergunah are guilty of any insolence mine, | shall chastise 
them handsomely far it. Forbid your poople, that they enter with ao quarrels with mint; 


if they do to without reason, they shal) be punished ; if my people behave ill te your's, do 
you write me word of it, and | will pronlsh them." 





THe Treaty of Paris (February 1763) brought to an end the Seven Years 
War betweett France and England. By this Treaty, France, in return for the 
restotation, af her factarles, agreed to maintain wo military establishment 
in India. Chandernagore, however, was not restored to the French til) the 
igth June, 1765. The year 1763 {the year of the Patna massacre and oor 
final dealing with Mic Kassim) was a troubled one, and the French, perhaps, 
were in too sad a plight at once to claim their own under the Treaty. 
Throughout the year the English continued to grant monthly relief to theiy 
distressed French neighbours, On the list, in November, | fad the name. of 
Sinfray. Was this the stalwart leader of the French at Plassey? in this same 
year, the English sent a considerable number of their prisoners of war to the 
ste of France forexchangs. On the list 1 finda naval officer named Verle— 
probably the father of Madame Grand) On igth Jute, 1765, Chandsraagore 
was handed over to John Law of Lauriston, who had retamed to India in 1764 
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aa “Chevalier of the Rill and niilitary Order of St. Louis, Colonel af 
Irifantty, Commissary for the King; Commandant of the French Eptablish- 
mentation the Rast fndies.”” The-situation still. was not very cheerful; in the 
followli Seytember, Law writes that awing to the {Il treatment of his: 
merchants by the mative agents of the Engilih, he ie “in one of the most 
painful situations} ever felt.” tn May ray, the name of Renault appears 
an our records as that of the Chief and the same of Sinfray appears as one 
of his Council, According to the fist of Governors supplied by M, Deville 
to Liewtenint-Colonel Crawford, Chevalier beeame Governor in 17g. A. 
number of his letters (copies) wlll be foutd on the Consultations of the 
Government, They relate chiefly to-extortions alleged to have been practised 
by the Britivh pilots, and to complaints ag to the supply of opium. 





Tue story of the misfortunes of the French in Bengal, when the news of 
the outbrenk of the war iri Europe reached Warren Hastings, deserves to be 
told. Their troubles were, of course, aggravated by the temporary success 
of such a person as St Lubin ti his: intrigues with the Poona Durbar. 
Chevalier evidently got early tidings of the intention of the Einglish ‘to 
take possession of Chandernagore. His. good. lady seems, as. the following 
letter will slow, to have played her part very well, 

“From CoLone. Daw— | 

* Hon'sLe Sim,—This morning at daybreak | invested the settlement of 
Chandernagore tn the most secret manner possible, having crossed the troops 
at two different places above and below the town. As] could procure no 
intellipence of My, Chevalier Inst night, 1 took immeviate possession of the 
garden house (at Ghyretti) with a company of sepoys, On my first demand 
1 wes informed he was in bed and that he would wait on me immediately, 
Thee different meseages were sent in writing to which the same Wind of 
tiwers were received, When | fofced my way towards the jniner apartment, 
Mes. Chevalier appeared, and requested, as ber children were sick, that I 
would have fuether patience, and that My. hevaller, who was dressing, would 
come out. ‘Fiiding, however, that delay seemed ta be intended for some 
particular purpose, 1 became more peremptory and wai going to search the 
bedchamber, when a Monsieur Hanquart appeared in a Svar, and assured 
me that Monsicur Chevallier was not in the house, nor in Chandernago 
that be was Commandant of the garrison, and demanded for what 1 case in 
that hostile manner, which 1 explained, As it was Impossible from the 
number of guards, which T placed round the house at daylight, that Monsieur 
Chevalier could have escaped from that time, J suspect that he has received 
previous intelligence, and has set out down the river in the night ; but this is 
only surmise 1 thought i, however, necessary to give you the earliest 
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intelligence of his escape that you may use the “necessary means fot 
apprehending him. 

* Monsieur Hanquart, after much altercation, has consented to deliver/np 
the place on the terms you proposed, which I-stated to him; and I am now 
going with him from Garetty to put the troops in possession, f have left 
a Company of sepoys and an officer here, and shall order the house to be 
diligently searched, though | haye littl reason to hope that Monsieur 
Chevalier is concealed in it. Six or seven other gentlemen are here, 

“| have-the honour to be, ete. 
"GARETT, 9 o'clock. “Avex, Bow, Ziewtenant-Calonel.” 





It will be seen, a little further on, in these Notes that Chevaller wae cap- 
tured at Cuttack by Alexander Eliot, but, for the while, the Government 
supposed that he had fled to Pondicherry. Here 1 will venture to give the 
form of perelfe entered into by Chevaller and Sanson (French Chief of 
Balasore), 

We the ander written Jean Baptist Chevalier, Knight of the Royal and Military carder 
of St. Louis, Commander in Chief, for his most Christian Majesty of the Freoch Settlements 
in Bengal, and Joseph Sanson, Chief for the French natives at Balasore, engage upon our 
word of Honor to proceed to Calcutta, and mot to treat on the Road of any connection or 
political dffaie with the Chiefs and people of the country. In virtue whereol, we have signed 
this present act, reserving to ourselves to treat lerenfter with the Governor and Council of 
Calcutta for the conditions and engagements which may concern the prisoners of war and 
their Mberty. 

Done at Cuitack the and August 1778. 
(Sd.) CirevAcien. 
(Sd) SAwvon, 
A Tree Tranalatem from the Original. 
(Sil) Ak. Gionert,: 
Freach Tramilator, 





IT would seem that. Warren. Hastings, who must have over and over 
again enjoyed Chevalier’s hospitality al Ghyretti, determined to let Chevalier 
off on the easiest terms. He granted him permission to return to France 
by a Danish ship wd Suez, This. concession evoked a strong protest from 
Francis and Wheler, Francie seems to have thought that Hastings was far 
too easy going in regard to the French in Bengal, Here is the debate as 
recorded on the Consnitations :— 

" ped December 1778. 

“ Having seriously considered the many bad conseqnences likely to arise 
from the permission, which | understand has been given to Messrs. Chevalier 
and Monneron to go to Europe by the way of Suez, 1 must express my 
opinion to the Board that such permission, if ranted, should forthwith be 
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recalled, and that those gentlemen should be obliged to go to England: by 
the way of the Cape. The resolution of the Board, with respectito Mr, 
(Chevalier, was that for the sake of accommodating himself and his family he 
might be at liberty to take his passage on board a Danish ship: 1 desire that 
the opinion of the other members of the Board may be taken on this subject. 
“(Sd.)} P. FRANCIS. 

“Tt agree with Mr, Francis that many bad consequences are likely to arise 
from the permission which has been giver ‘to Messrs, Chevallier ane! Morinerton 
to go to Europe by way of Suez, and as that liberty was. not (1 conceive) 
implied in the Resolution of the "Board" with respect to them, T am 
against it 

“(Sd.) E. WHEDER. 

“f have granted Mr. Chevalier, and many other French gentlemen, 
passports to go to Europe by way of Suez, under the faith of the general 
Hieenses granted by the Board. I know not what reason Mr. Francis may 
have for desiring to withdraw them, but cannot give my consent to it, and 
hope that the Board will pay that miich attention to the credit of my 
authority as to reject a proposition so injurious to it. 

"(Sd.) WARREN Hastincs, 

“When | made my objection to Mr. Chevalier's design, [ was ienorant 
of the Government's being so far committed as to render my -objection 
nugatery, Under the circumstances | must support the act of Government. 

“(Sd.) RK. BARWELIL 

“The license given by the Governor to Mons. Chevallier and others to 
go to Europe by Suez are acts of his own opposed to the Resolutions of 
the Board, without whose authority there can be no act of Government 
Going in this manner, Mr, Chevalier will have all the effects of an Express: 
Messenger to Frattce to give the French Ministry the earliest possible infor- 
mation of the state of India, and perhaps apprise them of the capture of 
Pondicherry before that is known in England. In his way he will undoubtedly 
make himself master of the navigation of the Red Sea, and probably form 
some scheme at Cairo or Alexandria for intercepting our packets coming 
or going through Egypt. If he has no such object in view, if he has tio 
pressing motive of this kind to urge him to take the shortest route to 
France, why does he leave bis wife and family to go round by the Cape, 
while be himself follows another course? In my opinion, the objections 
arising from. these considerations, as to our suffering him to proceed by Suez, 
are umanswerable, | therefore protest against the license given hint, as an act 
done without altthority, and highly dangerous in the present cinaumstances 
to the interests of the Company and of the Nation, 

"(Sd,) BP. PRAwcte, 
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“] protest against the license given by the Governor-General to Messrs, 
Chevalier and others’ to go to Eerope by Suez as an act. done: without 
authority, and highly dangerous, in the present cireumstarices, to the interests. 
of the Company and of the Nation: 

“(Sd.) E Wiener 

"My reply to Mr, Francis must consist of a derilal of his objections. 
The licenses given to Mr. Chevalier and others to go to Europe by the 
way of Suez are ‘not acts of my own opposed to the Resolutions of the 
Beard,’ for no Resolutions have béen passed to forbid them. | 

“Mr. Chevalier’s going in this-manner will not give the French Ministry 
the earliest possible information of the capture of Pondicherry, I hope it 
will be known much earlier by our advices, which will not be a secret, nor 
can Mr. Beleombe be precluded from transmitting it, nor Mr, Chevalier 
neither, 

“That he will endoubtedly make himself master of the navigation of the 
Red Sea and probably form some scheme at Cairo or Alexandria intercept- 
ing our packets coming through Egypt is.a conclusion so foreign from any 
causes to which [ can apply it that | shall not attempt to refute it 

"(Sd.) Wanken HASTINGS 

“| desire the Secretary will refer to the consultation in which itwas first 
determined that Monsieur Chevalier should go to England on board one of 
the Company's ships, with that in which he was afterwards permitted by 
special indulgence to take his passage on board a Danish /ediamax. For 
the rést, | submit myself to the judgment of the Court of Directors. 

“(Sd.) P. Francis." 





1 cannot doubt that Warren Hastings had his way, and that J. B 
Chevalier embarked at Serampore on board the Danish Ship Warhalia. Let 
Mrs, Fay tell us the rest of the stor — 

“Several English merchants freighted a ship (Nathalie) from Seram- 
pore, @ Danish settlement on the Hooghly, fourteen miles above Calcutta, 
whose Commander, Vanderfield, a Dane, passed for owner of the ship and 
cargo. Mr. O'Donnell; one of the persons concerned, who had property on 
board to the amount of above £20,000, came as’ passenger, us did Mr. 
Barrington, the real supercargo, also a freighter, and two Frenchmen, brothers 
named Chevalier, They left Bengal on New Year's Day 1779; and came 
first to Calicut, on the coast of Malabar, where they. arrived in Fobniary:; 
found English, French, Danish and Portuguese factors there and trade in a 
flourishing state ; sp, not apprehending any danger, they entered into. contract 
with one Isaac, a rich old Jew, who has great influence with the Goverment to 

freight them with pepper for Bengal on theit way from Suez that being the 
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greatest town on the coast for that commodity. The price: was settled and 
4700 paid as earnest. This bueliess arranged, they proceeded on their 
voyage; and, having luckily disposed of some part of the cargo at this place, 
reached) Suez with the remainder in the beginning of June, landed thelr 
goods to the amount of £40,900, and prepared to cross the desert on their 
way to Calm, The company, besides those already mentioned, consisted of 
Chenu, the second mate, with some officers and servants: In all, twelve 
Europeans, strengthened by a numerous body of Arabian guards, camel. 
drivers, etc, for the conveyance of their property—more than sufficient in 
everybody's opinion, for no one remembered a caravan being plundered—for, 
although sometimes the wandering Arabs were troublesome, yet-a few presents 
never failed to procure a release from them. Thus were they lulled into a 
fatal scourity, each calculating the profits likely to acerite and extremely 
willing to compound for the loss of a few bales, should they happen to meet 
with any strolling depredators, not even once supposing their lives to be in 
danger, or intending to use their firearms should they be molested, 

“On Monday, the 14th June, they left Saez, and next morning at day- 
break had travelled about twenty miles (nearly one-third of the way), when 
the alarm was given of an attack, as they, poor souls, were sleeping across 
their baskets (or paniers), Captain Barrington, on awaking, ordered a dozen 
bales to be given to them Immediately ; but, alas! they (the Arabs) were 
already in possession of the whole, for the camel drivers did not defend them- 
selves an instant, but left their beasts at the mercy of the robbers, who, after 
detaching a large body to drive them away with their burthens, advanced 
towards their passengers. Here I must request you to pause. and: reflect 
whether it be possible even for imagination to conecive a more dreadful scene 
to these concerned—particularly to Mr. O'Donnell, who from a concurrence of 
fortunate circumstances, had, in less than four years, realized a fortune of near 
£30,000, the bulk of which he had laid out in merchandise on the prospect 
of getting 30 per cet, and, as his health was inva very weak state, proposed 
retiring to Europe. What must that man have felt, a helpless Spectator of 
hisown ruin? But this was nothing to what followed on thelr being per- 
sonally attacked, The inhuman wretches, not content. with stripping them 
to the skin, drove away their camels, and left them in a burning sandy desert, 
which the feet can scarcely touch without being blistered, exposed to the 
scorching rays of the sun, and utterly destitute of sustenance of any kind: 
no house, tree, or even shrub to afford them shelter, My heart sickens, my 
hand trembles as | retrace this scene, Alas! I can too well conceive their 
situation. I can paint to myself the hopeless anguish of an eye cast abroad 
in. vain for succour! But I must not indulge in reflections < let me simply 
relate the facts ad they occurred, In this extremity, they stopped te 


306 BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT, 


deliberate, when each gave his reasons for preferring the road he bad 
determined to pursue, Mr. O'Donnell, Chenu, the Cook, and two others 
resolved to retrace their steps back to Suez, which was undoubtedly the most 
cligible plan. Of the remaining seven who went towards Calro, only ome 
survived. Mr, Barrington, being corpulent and short breathed, sunk under the 
fatigue the second day; his servant soon followed him. One of the French 
gentlemen was, by this time, become very ill) and his brother, perceiving a 
house at some miles distant (for in that flat country one may. see 3% great 
Sen Teeieetec ony ie | bo Mla sunehet at ttep tent poe See Pe eee 

he endeavoured to procure some water, forthe want of which the other was 
expiring. Hope, anxiety, and affection combined to quicken his pace, and 
rendered poor Vanderfield, the Danish captain, unable to keep up with him, 
which he most earnestly strove to do. From conflicting passion I wept 
myself almost blind as the poor Frenchman related his sufferings Almost 
worn out with beat and thirst, he was afraid of not being able to reach the 
house, though his own life and that of his brother depended on it. On the 
other hand, the heart piercing cries of his fellow-sufferer that he was a dead 
man unless assisted by him, and conjuring him, for Gon's sake, not to leave 
him to perish now they were In view of relief, arrested his steps; and agonised 
every nerve, Unable to resist this solemn appeal, fur some time he indulyed 
him, till finding that the consequence of longer delay must be inevitable 
destruction to beth, he was compelled to shake him off A servant belong- 
ing to some of the party still kept on, and poor Vanderheld was seen to 
continue his efforts, till at last, mature being completely exhausted, he 
dropped, and was soon relieved from his misecies ‘by death. Nor was the 
survivor far more enviable, when, having with difficulty reached the baild- 
ing, after which they had tolled sa Jong, it proved to be an uninhabited 
shed, Giving himself up for Jost, the French gentleman tnid-down under 
the shelter of the wall to await his last moment (the servant walked forward 
and was found dead a llttle further on). Now itso happened that an Arabian 
beggar chanced to pass by the wall, who secing his condition, kindly ran to 
procure some water, but did not return for'an hour, Whatan age of torture, 
of horrible suspense, for, if “hope deferred maketh the heart sick,’ the 
sensation must cause ten-fold anguish at a moment like this. 

“The onhappy man was inindfu! of his brother, but, utterly unable to 
undertake the task himself, he directed the beggar as well aa he could to. 
the spot where he had left him with oa supply of water. But, olas! all his 
endeavours to find the unfortunate men were ineffectual, nor were their 
bodies discovered, It fis supposed that they crept for shelter from the sm 
into some unfrequented spot, and there expired, The survivor, by the 
assistance of the begwar, reached the hut of & poor woman, who kindly 





LEAVES FROM THE EDITOR'S NOTE BOOK. 397 





received him, and through ber care he was soon restored to strength, 
and arrived safely at Cairo after as miraculous an estape as ever human 
being experienced." 


I must now take ip the subject of Alexander Elliot once more ;-and, first 
of all, I must give the concluding portion of the lengthy letter from Warren 
Hastings to his friend. It continues from the end of the first paragraph of 
pete 238 of this volume of Bexgals Past ana Present. : 

“We have a battalion .of sepoys already stationed in the districts bordering on Berar, 
and another added to it would be safficient to antwer any purpose for which they might be 
wanted, It is imposnble to foresee the cireomatadces on which our interpesition may be 
demanded, or on which it could be honourably given, and therefore impossible 10 anticipate 
the mode of it. "7 

‘You are already well acquainted, however, with the general system which | wish to be 
established in india, namely yo-extend the influence of the British mation to every part-of 
india not too remote from their possessions, without enlarging the circle of their defence or 
involving them in hazardous or indefinite engagements, and to accept of the alleginmce af 
ench of out nelghboure a# shall eve to be enlisted among the friends and alllesof the King 
af Great Britain. ‘The late Nabob Sujah Dowis, who wanted nether pride mor cederstand- 
img, would have thought it an honwur to be called the Viner of the King of England, and 
offered nt ote time to coin meer in His Majesty's name. Nor was this a mere visionary 
project ; the credit of auch a connection with a power which has fora tong time pant made 
eo considerable a figure in Hindustan would of itself be » great advantage Hut | am 
afraid that hie chiel indecement arose from mo great defect in our political constimion of 
which he had severely felt the bad effects; [ mean the mpid succession of persons entrusted 
(ander whatever name or character) with the role and adaummtrnten of the British offaire 
In this part of our [ndinn possessions; the consequent wan\ of consistency in their 
measures, and ever in their attachments and engagements ; and the caprices to which be 
was soofen exposed on the smmenccount. Had he possessed theapirit of foresight, he 
would have severe came for these reflections in (he miserable stale of penury and servitode 
to which bh& aon has been gince reduced, ineffectually to our interests as every excess ol 
ctr power beyond its proper bounda will ever defeat its own parposes. Nor jedeed has 
the som euch cause to cumplain of an injury, which he has scarce sense or sensibility to 
diwcover ; although 4 must be redressed, whenever that state has a more worthy ruler, and 
the sovereiguty restored «ith ail lo rights unimpaired to this lawfid proprietor. But 1 
wander trom my subject. My intention. In chis digression is to ahow the advantages which 
would be derived beth by Government aod its allies from o direct engagement omde with 
the vanction of the King's anme, whlch would secure it from wanton and licentious violation, 
and render the aubjects of it more certain ond dumble 

“On this footing I would repluce the subaship of One On this footing | would 
estotiish an alliance with Deror, ‘These countrios are of more importance to uz than any 
other from thelr contiguity to ours, and therefore /t is of consequence to settle their cone 
nection with us before thatef anp other, But tha came system might be rendered more 
extensive by time, and by the observance of a steady principle of conduct, and an Invariable 
attachment to persamal engagements. 

“| will not bere enumerate all the advantages, whith may be derived from thie plan, to 
you. especially, to whom ! have lung explained personally my views snd seatinnats upon 
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this subject. Indeed, except 4 short and rather obscure intimation of it In one of my tetrers 
to Lond Narth, | have communicated jt to vo person but Colonel Macleane and yourself ; 
and that is my principal reason Among others for having written to you rather than anyone 
else upon the various points contained in this letter. To enable me to carry it Into exe- 
cution, J must be released from the restrictions which | a present lie tinder; ! must have 
discretionary powers, and a fixed channel! of correspomience, 

" {shall follow the subject no farther, but Jeave it here to your discretion to make sock 
use of it as you shall judge most likely 1o prove effectual to its extcation or $0 suppress it 
Tam aware that f tread on dangerous ground, exposed to the ill-will of the Company, if 
they lock to the renewal of their charter, and to all the popular and rooted prejadices which 
are entertained against the expansive projects of military enterprise, and the injustice of 
disturbing the peace af our quiet neighbours; for thi Construction will be gives to it. To 
answer these and the other objections to this plan would require much time and argument; 
but though this might be necessary to the support of a proposition calculated for the public 
eye, it will not be wanted on this occasion as I hope jt will only be seen by those who 
are to adopt it, and to whom its obvious consequences will need tittle explanation | trust 
it to you in confidence, @ desire that yoo will impart jt with the same caution, that T may: 
mot suffer by the attempts to raise the power of my country, and to extend the influence of 
the King’s name among nations to which it fs yet unknown, if the means-which I have 
recommended should be jadged inadequate to such laudable ends, or itnpolitic with respect 
to other circumstances. Of their justice and moral propriety I have no doubt. 1 am ever, 
my dear Elliot, your most affectionate friend.” 


THE next letter, which I quote, brings out in the most striking way the 
implicit confidence, which Hastings, at that time about forty-five years of 
age, and after twenty-seven years of the most arduous not to say desperate 
service in Bengal, reposed in a youth who, had he been bent on an ecclesiastical 
career, would have not as yet have reached the age at which he coald have 
been canonically admitted to the ortler of the diaconate. In a letter dated 
ioth Febroary, 1777, Hastings writes — 

* cannot even communicate a subject of this patote through any official Channel. 1 
i write to the Secret Committee, they are too many to be entenated with it. They may 
not_ail be disposed to receive a proposition from me with candaut; and Bpdies of mien, 
however aroail, are always indifferent to the business which is brought : 


Bean toms iw which bis leluure, his inctination, and the ability of the times should 

“itis Impossible for me to foresee what may be the dispositions in England when this 
letter shall arrive. It is equally lmpossible to reconcile the different ordens, which the 
Cautt of Directors last year gave us for oor conduct towards the powers of India, They 
desire us upon no account to enter into any wats, however advantageous to the Company, 
fad they, at thesaroe time, direct us to co-operate with the Presidency of Bombay in keeping 
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possession of the lands which Ragohah ceded to them by treaty. The first is an absolute 
prohibitian to interfere in the potitics of India. ‘The lust is a positive order to interfere, 
and engage its a war with the first power in India. 

” Being thus st loss to judge of the wiews of the Court of Directors, | am still more 
so t0 judge of those of the King, to the knowledge of which 1 have no access | must therefore 
leave it to you to consider well the depositions of the times and of the ministers. Lf you have 
reasan to believe that such a system: as | Nave recommended will be approved, I trust to 
make use of sich means as you shall judge most likely to promote 1} If, on the contrary, 
men's minds aré adverse to the extension of our inflaence, you had best eay nothing about 
it, as it can setve no useful purpose, and may be turned to our disadvantage.” 





Ir is impossible, at Calcutta, to determine what use Alexander Elliot 
made of these letters, Was he granted direct access to George Il? Did 
Lord North ever see the first of the letters: of Warren Hastings I 
have quoted? Did Elliot return to Calcutta with a mandate to carry 
Hastings’ policy into execution ? The Home Records may some day supply 
the answer ; but, for the present, all that can be said is that Elliot, shortly 
after hii return to Bengal, went forth on a mission to Berar, which, although 
defeated by his untimely death, was pregnant with the full consequence 
of the British Empire, and entitles the bero, whose mortal remains lie 
at Sarangarh, to his place in the history of the builders of British Indian 
Empire. 





AND now I must travel back to page 229 of the present volume “The 
fact is," | wrote last April, "that, while at Marsailles the ever vigilant Ellint 
had been apprised of a new design to re-establish in India all that had been 
lost to the French at Wandewasl, The story of this discovery must be re- 
served to a future issue of Bengal; Past end Present.” tis exceedingly un- 
fortunate that the date and place from which this letter qas written cannot 
be ascertained in Calctitta, but by kind permission of the Government of 
India, I am enabled to print it bere from a copy taken at the Imperial 
Records Office. The original is probably in the British Museum collection of 
Hastings’ MSS. 

“ Having been fortunate enough to obtain some |ntelligence before I left Eurvpe in which 
the (nterest of the East India Company and the influence of Great Brituin In India appear to 
ine to be deeply interested, I think it be incumbent on me to tke the earlievt opportunity of 
communicating it to your Honqurable Board. t am concerned, at the same tine, to be under 
the necessity of laying the facts only before you, withnat huving it jn my power to point cut 
the channels throvgh which the jntelligence was conveyed to me, asmy promise was most 
particularly taken befare | was myself entrusted with it, that 1 should conceal the names of 
the persons from whor I received the information. {¢ was not. without some difficulty chat 
I obtained permissign to Inform the GovernorGeneral aod Sir John Clavering of this 
tmaterial circumstance, aad that only pon condition that they should mot trust it to the 
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records of the Company, however secret they might be ‘The opinions which theme yentle- 
men must form as to the authenticity of ihe facts which | now propese myzelf the honour 
of laying befare you, will be a sufficient justification of me far addressing you a this letter, 

"lc appears by the Information to which I allude that Mons. Surtine, (ac) Minister de fa 
Atarine of France, has concerted with three or four of the principal Ministers of that 
country, & scheme the object of which ia the total overthrow of the Enylish interest in tndia . 
thot he was sensible the force which France could herself tring against oar settlements would 
prove insafficrent for so great an ondartaking, and had, therefore, thoaght |i necessary to the 
completion of hia views, to begio by intrigaing with the country powers, and by endesvoor- 
ing to secure them in the interests of Fraace in opposition to those of Helithin | that for this 
purpose it was resolved to sed a person to India with full powers im the character of an 
agent, and likewise wsend out persons who in the information are called a exermeurs, to 
discipfine the nanves of India, and a considerable quantity of arms aod-military Mores. The 
person who waa nominated to this office was described to me asone who had before been In 
India. He was to go ta Pondicherry first : but to assume no public character, that he might 
not be subjected to the suspicions af the English. He is furnished with letters from the Coart 
of France to all the country princes of any Sote in ndla, to be used at his own discretion. 
He likewise carnes ont presents of considerable value, which he is to distributeas he may 
judge necessary. The subtunnce of his mstenctions 1s a3 follows : To treat with such of the 
country powers as he may have reason to think will most readily asaiet the views of France, 
amd to form alliances with them in the name of the King of France: To endeavour to 
persunde the country powers to fail cpon the Engtish Settlements, and he ipouthorised to 
promisy, such as will accede to his proposal the warmest sapport of hig mation—secretly tilt 
hodtilti¢s are actually commenced, and then openly. Ho is warned, however, in bis instruc. 
thons that Framce is not to take the leid it) the war, bot is tj come in oa an ussistent only. 
The person from whom I learned these particulars knew for certaly that the agent salle 
from Marseilles in the beginning of April Last, but was unacquainted with his mame, and 
unable to inform me for certain what route be had followed to India, but Seemed to be of 
opinion that he munt have passed over to Alexandtia, in the intention of embarking at Sue: 
for India, 

“Having inlarmed you of what I venture to sey may be relied on as authentick, i) will 
not be mispiaced to add an account more iy detail of some inquiries which my knowledge 
of the above circumerances led me to make, which though by no means so puccessful. ay my 
seal on this occasion would make me wilt, will got, | flatter anyself be deemed anworthy 
of your notice. 

“A circumstance which { tearned from Colonel Capper, wha had passed through Exypt in 
Febraary lant, and was confirmed tome by Mr. Dighton, who waa (n hie company, rendered: 
it very probable that the Agent had passed throagh thatcountry on his way to tndia, That the 
French Consul at Cairo was in daily expectation of the arrivat of aship at Cairo, when they 
passed through that town, and ft was told by Afr, Baidwin, an English gentleman residing 
at Cairo, that, when on account was brought of a ship being seen off Tor in the Red Sea, 
which afterwards proved to be the Ssnsifew sloop of war, the French Consul gald in his 
hearing thar he wag sere it was.a French ship as he had certain intelligence that one wai 
despatched from India which shoold arrive about that hind | was mewred neverthe- 
less by three or four French merchants at Cairo, fom whom I made inquities om thle 
subject, that they never had had any expectation of seeing a French ahip af Sues and 
1 learned at Moche that there has mot been a single French ahip in the Red Sea this yeat. 
in passing throngh Marceities, 1 made all the inquiries that I could without rendering 
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myself snspiciows, bat could learn nothing of any consequence, but that some ships had 
ealled from that port early isthe year for India. As there was oo ship to. sall from Seer 
under three weeks of a. month after my arrival at Cairo, 1 had an opportanity of tracing a 
gentleman who had left Cairo a few days before my arrival, and who in many particulars 
answered to the description given to me of the French Agent on the other side of the water. 
It appears from the intelligence which | received, which was principally derived from Mr. 
Baldwin, and partly from the gentlemen of the French Factory in Egypt, and froma Turk 
whom 1 shall afterwards have ocesélon to mention more particularly, that-early in April, a 
French gentleman wearing « cross and calling bimself the Chevalier de Montagnii, arrived 
at Cairo from France.. !t wes reported, on his first arrival, that he was going to India, bur, 
afer having staid at Cairo wbout a month, that report was entirely dropped ; and, upon my 
asking the question of the French Consul, was positively contradicted. He associated bat 
tittle with the gentlemen of Gairo—which ts uncommon where the society of Europeans lz 
ro small. 

A Venetian gentleman and a Janissary, who attended upon the Chevalier, informed 
Mir. Baldwin and myself that he bad o Persian master whilst at Cairo, and used to stuily 
that language great part of the day, Wh some difficulty the man, a native of Damascus, 
with whom he had studied, was traced, and | had an opportunity af conversing with him 
more than once, From him f jearned that the Chevalier had stodied Persian with him 
about six weeks or two months from his departure from Cairo, that he understood the 
language a little before he came to Egypt, and was able to converse iin i, thoagh nob without 
some difficulty, that he brought Persian books with him from France, the names of which 
were mentioned to me, and had likewise many Persian letters, which upon questibning the 
Turk, 1 found were letters from Hindustan, as their Alcabs or complimentary addresses are 
wied is Hindustan only, and that hia attedtion was given mote to these thay to the books, 
and that he informed this man he was golng te India, and offered him advantageous 
appointments If he would accompany him, which from apprehension of the danger of a sea 
voyage was refused by the Turk. About the toth of June, he went away from Cairo in a 
very secret manner, taking leave of no one, os is always customary : amongst the Earopeans at 
Cairo, which was not only observed a3 a singularity by Me, Baldwin and the Venetians, but 
likewise by the French merchants, who expressed thelr astonishment ut what they deemed 
a want of politemess, tt iy observable that he tefl Cire the day after the arrival of a mail 
from France. Mr, Baldwin would have remained lgnorant of hia departure, as the Chevalier 
had mot been visible for a month before, had he pot by mere acchlent seen a considerable 
quanthy of baggage going aut of Cairo, which upan joquity he fond to be his, and he was 
ihen told by the Arabs, a body of whom always escort travellers across the desert, that they 
were quing to Sue, The air of mystery with which everything wes conducted that had any 
relation io this gentleman, led Mr. Baldwin to be more particular in his enqniry and the 
Custom Maxvter, & native of Egypt, and who could consequently have but-litthe idea 
of the jealousy subslating between the two nations, observed that there must be something 
very particular In this geatleman, who though there were four English vessels at Sue, 
cold not he permmaded to embark in one of them for India, where he was going, but wag 
resolved to go to Jeddah ot Mocha on @ boat in which he was subjected both to danger 
and delay. I cannot help dwelling litt upon this circumstance, because it seein to be 
a strong presimptive proof that the Chevalier is in some shape employed by the Couet 
of Fromce. U1 was necessary to apply to the Castom Master from his office for a country 
boat ; and he was the person whom ( conjecture advived him to embatk on bowrd an 
English versel, wot unless the Chevaliers dlalike ti thin mode had been exprosed |b a 
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manner very marked, it Js mot probable that « native of Calro-would have drawn wach « 
conclusion from il. The misfortuae which befel Moneleur Grand’ Maison and the seisure of 
his papers after his death on board the Firr/Av ia a ciecumatance with which your Board 
must be acquainted, and of which the Chevalier coghl met ba ignorant, as [myself 
heard it related at Calro, after which jt ls aot to be wondered at if he wonld noe tract himself 
inan English vessel, The last circumstance which | learned at Cairo ¢eeme to be the most 
conclusive, which ig that he was furnished with a very large credit by the Court of ‘France, 
and this. circumstance | rely pon as wuthentick, becamse | was informed of it by 3 French 
merchant at Cairo, and fikewise by a French resiggade at Suez, who learned it from the 
Chevalier’s own servant. [¢ will not be misplaced bere to observe that Monsiear Grand 
Maison had a similar credit for ten thousand Venetian geqmms, about £4,000 When. 
1 enquired whether it was customary for the Court of Fmmce to grant such credits, 
the French gentleman who informed me of it seemed eensible that he had committed 
an impradence, and said that he jmagined the Chevallier de Montagnil was employed. 
by the Court an a man of literatere and knowledge to make a joormsey into Egypt 
Upon my arrival at Suez, I found that (he Chevalier had been there, and mot being able to 
find a boat that would sail with Inm in lesa than three weeks, had made a jommey io 
Mount Sinai, from whence he returned a few days before my arrival at Saez and had 
saijed for Jeddah about the ith of July. 1 thought it worth while to enquire whether he 
bad used any mathematical \nstyuments tn hia excursion to Mount Sinai, and was. assured 
by the Araba who accompanied him, that he had carnied nonewith him having left his baggage 
at Suez. Had he been employed 2s a fiterary traveller, be certainly must have used instr 
ments. The servant told the rraqgade that he was a travelier of corvsy and meant to. 79 
from Jeddah to’ Mecca; this was not possible na he embarked avowedly naa Christian, and 
it is notorious that the Mabometans aliow no Christians to approach a city which they esteem 
so holy, and which they would conceive to be poliuned by the presence of those whom they 
call infidels. 

I have thought |i necessary to be very minute In the account of what | eas able to 
discover relative to this gentleman, because it appears in me that he must be etnployed by 
his Court in some shape of another, though there are many circumstances which render it 
probable that he ia not the person entrusted with the conimission mentioned in the frat part 
of my latter, Though the French tithe of Chevaliers la a Utle whict carries little or lndeed no 
importance in it in any part of Europe ft is not 20 common fn Iudia, and if the Chovaliee 
de Montagnii should turn owt to be the agent, the Court of France will certalaly jn some 
shape have departed from their original plan which was to give him as little external con- 
_ sequence aa possible. | was likewise told at Cairo that he is hlinself @ Major in the army; 
and the son of a person who either is or has beens Fermier-Genetul, and that hin family 
by a late promotion became yiodfere ‘There | one part of the intelligence I pecoived at 
Cuiro which does not agree with the information giver me in Europe, as it was positively 
asserted that he had never before been in Inctia, though the ruth of this assertion may 
be doubted, a# his talking Persian and his belng in possession of Indian correspondence are 
sufficient reasons for suspecting that be had bers there. One French genilemat went 0 
far io cay that be was _ man, gui wpulpit se domme du merile germery hee Bareaux, Uf 
the Chevalier de Montagnil had been entrusted with so itoportant a commision, it in very 
extraptdinary that a vessel shonld not have been ready to recelve kim at Sues, and none 
having come into the Red Sea in the course of the whole yeat affords a strong presumption 
that be la not the person, though it by no mewns amuuuts © 4 proof 4s many possible 

accidents may have oceasioned euch a mistake} ard, ir tmest be ob erved on the other 
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hand, that the French Consol who is the nationa) agent there assured himself that one 
would arrive. The French merchants disagreeing with him in this expectation leaves toom 
to conjecture that the ship he expected was employed by the Government, and not apon 
a truding vessel os he is himself restricted from trade. On the whole I doubt not your Hon'ble 
Boatd #ill deem the appearance sufficiently strong to think it worth while to take same: 
steps to clear ups Whatever may appear doubtful about this gentleman, and as it is possible, 
and |ndeed likely that he tray assume another name and character upon his arrival at Mocha, 
{ muade particular enquiries about his person, and venture to add, however useless it may 
be, the description I received of t. Heiz short in his statare, stoops much, and looks 
down whee he is speaking with any one ; his hair ls brown and his complexion inclinable 
to be dark ; his legs are remarkably lll-proportinned being nearly as thick at bottom as. at 
top. He i accompanied by an European servant, who is a stout, tall man. 

He will in all probability make an exceeding long voyage down the Red Sea, and will 
not be able tn reach Mocha til! the latter end of Acgust : he will find ‘no French ship at 
Mocha, and will be reduced to the necessity of embarking on board the A/eramder, an 
English ship trading in the Red Sea, or of going overland to Muscat.on the Persian 
Galph, journey sot to be performed without much difficulty and great delays. It Is, 
however, possible that he may arrive in time enough to sail in a Portuguese ship, which 
intended to sail from Mocha to Sarat about the soth of August. At any rate, I think it is 
not possible that be should be lunded in any part of India before the end of October. 





UNFORTUNATELY, iti placing this letter on the Consuitations of the 
Secret Department (February 2, 1778), the copyist omitted to give the 
date and place at which it was written. It is clear that the letter was 
written before Elliot had heard of Sir John Clavering’s death, which took 
place August 30, 1777, when the former was on his way back to India, 
“ Before I left Europe” shows that the letter was written after May 777, 
On April 6, 1778, Warren Hastings, in a Minute, refers to “ Mr. Elliot's 
letters which he fie, Elliot) circulated amongst the members of the 
Board,” This, | conjecture, shows that the Iectter was probably written 
from Suez but broaght to Calcutta by the writer himself The information. 
of Sartines’ designs was in ftself sound, but Elliot was too late in the 
field. He left England in May i777, bat St. Lubin, the actual emissary 
had reached Chau} on March 16, and was playing mischief at Poona in 
May, The letter; although it records a hunt on a false-scent, gives striking 
proof of Elliot's magnificent seal, Warren Hastings, in his minute 
April 6, 1778, endeayours to connect Elliot's discoveries with the officia 
accounts received from Bombay of the doings of St. Lubin -at 
but it is clear that the person whom Elliot went in search of 
St, Lubin. That mysterious person left France on a private 
vessel chartered for a voyage to China, and We would have gone 
the Cape and not entered the Red Sea, | 
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ALEXANDER Euttor left England on his retorn Journey to India on either 
May 13 ot May 14, 1777. Welbore Ellis writes on the first of these dates 
to Francis:—" Mr, Elliot proposes to go overland from. Alexandria. to Suez, 
which has been found so convenient and expeditious ‘a road, that } believe 
the intercourse will be very frequent by that channel, especially as I 
understand that the Company have ordered two vessels to be employed as 
packets alternatively from that station.” The letter concludes "Mr. Elliot 
sends me word that he is to set out this evening or early to-morrow morning” 





A LETTER relative to Elliot's return voyage is worth placing on record. 
HOn'RLE Sik AND GENTLEMEN, 


Having been entrusted with « packet for your Governmetit by the Hon'ble Coat of 
Directors for which I gave a receipt in form and having been pat to a considerable extra- 
ordinary expense on account of ihe Despatch with which | thought it incimbent apan me 
to convey it, 1 take the Liberty of requesting you will reimburse me in the Expenses 
have been at. 1 beg leave at the same time to observe that my claim is founded cpan 
Custom i such cases and that the Bearer of = Packet to Madras of = subsequent date to 
my Departere from London hos been allowed ve handed pounds far his Expenses 
though be was not obliged to freight a ship from Marseilles to Alexandria 43 1 was. I hope 
you will not think | am unreasonable in charging four thousand ropees for the whole of my 
Expenses as my Voyage across the Mediterranean alone cost me two hundred pounds. 

! have the hemour to be 
Hon'ble Sir and Gentlemen, 
Your most ebedient and most hambie Servant, 





AFTER his return, Elliot was much occupied in the endeavour to bring 
about an understanding between Hastings and Francis, On the very day 
after Elliot's return we find Francis recording “ September 30th, Visit from 
Elliot. Sly devil! Early in December, Edward Wheler, the new member 
of the Supreme Council, arrived inthe Hughli. ‘The anxiety of either party 
to secure this important ally led to a rather Judicrous consequence. Fraricis 
sent his friend Livins with carriages to meet Wheler at Budge Budge and 
bring him up to Calcutta ; the Governor sent Elliot with carriages, and Rarwell 
sent his state coach, Francis records this on December 6, and then on 
the tith he notes “in spite of all Mr. Elliot's courtship and artifices, Wheler 
passes by Budge Budge and lands at Calcutta, immediately visite me, 
and takes his seat on the Board,” Francis rightly ¢laracterises Wheler’s 
conduct as a gross affront to the Governor-General, but perhaps Livins may 
have seen in it something of a snub for his patron alsa, It must be remem- 
bered that at this time the Supreme Court was taking action calculated 
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to lnite the Council in resistance to the Judge’s pretensions. It might 
have seemed that the prospect of an enfenfe cordiele between the two rivals 
in the Council was within the range of practical politics; but it was not. so, 
The following extracts from the Memoirs of Sir Philip Srancss will carry 
us on from these hopeless attempts at negotiation to Elliot's final mission. 
“ December 17th —Elliot waited on him [Wheler] last night with a 
formal embassy from H.; that he, W., should make a public declara- 
tion of his own moderation, ete. and convey to me a plan of accommo- 
dation, He only mentioned two of the articles proposed: to declare 
the Nabob of age, i, to remove Mahomed Reza Cawn, and to 
make a-settlement for 1778 on the present footing, My answer is 
that I can enter into no compacts, but repeat what-T have often told 
him that #f he will conduct the Government moderately and without 
innovations, ! have no objection. Meet Elliot at Mrs. Hyde's: he 
desires a Conference, fixed for to-morrow evening. 
“ December :Sth—Wheler absent. I begin to suspect that his illness 
is political......Eiliot comes at 6. His talents for negociation are 
really considerable, formed under the tuition of Macleans. He 
proposes an avowed coalition with Hastings, and for this purpose he 
offers me any personal term: | can desire: Among other things, he 
asserts that this is the wish of people in power at home, and that 
nothing can do me more credit, and that it is Wheler’s disposition ; 
and that if 1 consult him, he will tell mese. I absolutely reject 
the idea of union, but declare my resolution ta stand purely on 
the defensive dissenting when | disapprove in order to clear myself 
of all responsibility, I-shall give him my answer to-morrow, 
“ Decemeber toths..weend meet Elliot everywhere, Offer to send my 
anewer in writing, which he declines: In the evening give him 
a short flat negative.” 





On Sunday, July 2, 1778, Elliot went to bid farewell to the author of 
the Letters of Jwniurin the garden where a little more than twenty years 
after William Makepeace Thackeray would be playing with his nurse. It was 
then, on his last Sunday Im Calcutta, Efliot Fevaaiod= unadvisedly " says 
Francis, the extent of Hastings' “present plan” “Ragoba is to be set aside ; 
the Government of the Peishwa and Ministry to be demolished. 

Boosla constituted Sovereign at the commencement of a Freich war! A 
great deal of eajolery; as \sual, from Elliot.” On July 17, J. B. Autiol, 
“with great affectation of mystery, and despatch, etc.,” brought to Francis 
Elliot's Instructions, and Francis at once drew bp an hostile minuté, which 


he sent on to Wheler, “We agreed,” he says, “in suspecting Hastings of the 
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worse designs.” Pity and contempt are blended in Hastings’ comment: 

“Francis and Wheler have protested against Elliot's instructions, Francis 
in good language, but abundantly weak in argument: Wheler, poor fellow, 
has not yet got hold of the subject," The discovery of Hastings’ plana to 
Francis that Sunday at Alipur—so unadvised as Francis thought—looks 
very much like a matk of the Proconsul's contempt for the faculties of his 
would-be rival, On July 20,1778, Hastings wrote to Lmpey= “Elifot is 
gone. A most critical service, but likely to prove the era of a new system 
inthe British Enupire if it succeeds." Elliot was to die before reaching 
his destination = but the system, which his mission Inaugurated, has in other 
hand realised to the full the expectations of ite mighty author. 





THE nature of the Alexander Elliot Missicn to the Mahratta Court of 
Berar has been fully indicated in Warren Hastings’ lengthy letters already 
quoted. In a few words, Elliot was, in anticipation of the later policy of Sub- 
sidiary alliances, to form an Alliance with the Berar House as against the 
Poona House, which was under the influence of Nana Farnavis-and the 
French. It cannot be too much regretted that Mr, G. W. Forrest, in 
his Selections from the Letters, Despatches and other State Papers 
preserved in. the Foreign Department of the Government of India, has 
allowed the subject of Eliot's mission to slip out of consideration, It is far 
too big a subject for me to attempt even to sketch in the casual “Leaves 
from the Editor's Note Book,” but it is one which deserves the attention 
of the historian. The documents, which, by the kind permission of the 
Government of India, J am now able to give for the first time to students of 
Anglo-Indian History, will be of value to those who, unlike myself, 
have some opportunity of making use of original research, | am afraid 
they will prove tedious to the “general reader," butto the scholar they will, 
I trust, prove inspiring. 





Excerrt No, 1, 


- 4778, 
“To MANARAJAN MoopHAjEE BHOOSITA. 

“T have received most authentic Intelligence from different Channels that 
the French are carrying on Intrigues at Poona, partly with a view of forming 
an advantageous Alliance for their own Nation, and pertly with a view to 
Destroying the Friendship which * * * time subsisted between the Englleh 
and the Mahratta Government, I have likewise learnt thatthe French Agent, 
St. Lubin, has met with great Encouragement from some of the Chiefs, 
that a Treaty has actually been concluded with bim, and the valuable Port 

————— 


* “These aateriiice mack where the arigmal document (a bed copy only )/la deluged. 
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af Choul * * ® granted to the French which * * * *° * * case 
distant from * * * * © * of this Port not only marks Jndisposition 
towards us but puts into the hands of the French an Arsenal where they may 
collect musketry stores and make Preparations for attacking our Possessions 
when we are unaware of thelr Designs, 

“1 now, having the general sqperititendance of the whale English Force 
in India have nothing to fear from the Exertions of a Nation who are infants 
in Strength in India, and who must transport every soldier they have to bring 
into the Field from a distant Country and overa wide Ocean; and the Conduct 
of such of the Maratta Chiefs as may have joined the French in preference 
to the English Interests excites my Pity for their want of Wisdom rather 
than my anger for their Presumption. [tia-my duty however to ** * the 
future effects of their Intrigues, for if | permit the Enemies of the King of 
England and the Company to gather strength through my own "*** * * 
suffer In ite Interests from any Thing they:can do, the Lives of many-men 
may be sacrificed in repelling Attacks for which we might not be pre- 
pared in one part of our Dominion, though we should have more than suff- 
cient time on this side of India to punish our Enemies for whatever loss our 
Government might suffer from such Disturbance. 

“For these Reasons I have resolved to send a strong military Force 
to reinforce our Settlement. at Bombay, and have directed a large Detach- 
ment with a well appointed artillery commanded by experiericed officers 
to assemble at Culpee that they may be ready to march towards 
Bombay. There are two road: by which they may march ; one by Soubah 
Malwa, the other through Berar. The Road through Soubah Malwah is 
the shartest, but I have not yet formed any Friendship with the Rulers 
of the Countries situated on that Road, and as my Enemies are your Enemies 
and our wishes in all things the same, [ have resolved that my Troops shall 
pass through Berar on thelr way to Bombay, that thereby * * * cur 
Friendship may be declared to a!) the World and that the seedsof an alliance 
between the English and you, which has long been both my desire and your's, 
may be (MS. defaced.] “i 

“It will be better if you-send a trusty Person and Part of your own Army 
to accompany ours, | assure myscif you will give me this proof of your 
Friendship, that the whole world may be @ witness of its Sincerity, but as 
it is necessary to be certain of your consent before the Troops have proceeded 
too far | desire that if you should not chuse to comply with this Request, 

you will give Notice of it to the Commander of the Detachment who will 
accordingly take another Road. But this I will not suppose. 
| “WaRkEN Hastines.” 
"Tess aiteriika uutrk where the original dorament (a bal copy only) ly detaced 
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Excerrt No, 2. 


“To MAHARAJAH MODAJEE BHOSILA 
Written the sith Faly 2778. 

"T have been favored with your Letter,—{sid¢ Seeret Dept Consul, 4th 
July)—in which you say, etc., purport of his Letter, 

“The anxieties which you have shew to discover the real Design of the 
Ministers of Poonah is a proof of the warmth and Sincerity of your Friend- 
ship, The Letter dictated by them in the name of the Peishwa containing 
a Denial of the Engagement imputed to them with the French Agent at 
Poona is no proof that it does not exist. I have undeniabie-proofs of the 
contrary, and you will no longer doubt their Treachery when | tell you that 
one of the Principal Brahmins has acknowledged that a Treaty and A!Hance 
has been concluded between one of their Body and the French Agent, and 
I am in Possession of the copies of many Letters which have passed between 
the French Agent at Poona and the Viceroy of Goa, in which the former 
desires permission for French Troops to land at Goa and to march through 
the Portuguese Pergannahs to Poonah, 

"It is no longer proper that |, whom am entrusted by the King of England 
and the Company with the superifitendence of their affairs and armies, 
should remain an idle spectator of such deeds of perfidy, specially as the 
King, my Master, has been obliged by the Behaviour of the French in Europe 
to declare war against them, which he did on the 18th of March 1778 or ¢8th 
of Suffer 192 Hijeres. But you, my friend, have great interest in the 
affairs of Poonah, not only because you are the Principal Chief of that 
Empire, but because you are connected by blood with the antient Rajahs of 
Sittara; 1 have determined, therefore, that | will take in ateps'in consequence 
of the breach of faith on the part of the Ministers, Jest through ignorance 4 
should hurt your interests, without first consulting you, For this Reason, 
and because | know that those who are Enemies to my Nation are also your's 
as 1 shall hereafter explain, 1 have resolved to send Mr, Elliot, @ gentleman 
of my own house, to communicate to you fully my sentiments. Heneram 
Pundit will tell you how entirely this gentleman bas my confidence I can- 
not give a stronger proof of my sincerity than by sending you my most 
confidential Dependent. He is perfectly acquainted with the political’ state 
of Hindoostan: he has made the Maratta affairs his study, but knowing the 
great interest I take in everything which relates to you, he has applied him- 
self to obtain particular knowledge of the affairs of Berar. Nothing, however, 
secret has passed between you and me by letter or through Bencram Pundit 
but what be is informed of He is folly empowered by me and by the Couneil 
of this place to negociate and conclude a treaty of perpetiiadl alliance between 
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you and the Engllsl) Government, but the commission he {s entrusted with 
is too sextet to be written. He will leave Calcutta the 1th instant or and 
“* “and will go by Dawk to Cuttack in eight days: from thence he will set 
off to proceed through Darrah Sing’s and Bemajec’s countries to Nagpore. | 
hope that jou will send people to meet him whenever you receive this letter 
and endeavour to make his journey safe and expeditions, 1 send oie copy 
of this letter by the way of Benares, and another by Cuttack, that you may 
be sure toréceive it. I have ordered the troops inder Colanel Leslie not to go 
further than Berar till Mr. Elliot's arrival at Nagpore, that when you have 
been consulted * ** * * determined what is to be done: 

“\WARREN Hastings.” 





EXCERPT No. 3, 
" To BESERAM. PUNDIT, 

“By the Blessing of God, the l’eriod is now arrived which gives me an 
Opportunity of manifesting fn the moat eminent degree the Friendship and 
Regard which | entertain for the Maharajah, your Master, The King of 
England, my Sovereign, tins lately been compelled by the ill Behaviour of 
the French in Europe to declare Waragainst them, which he did on the 18th 
of March 1778 or 18th of Suffer 1192 Hijeree, As the Maharajah has great 
Interests in the affairs of Poonah, not only because he is the principal Chief of 
that Empire, bot becnuse he is connected by blood with the antlent Rajah of 
Satara, I hence determined therefore that I vill take no steps in consequence 
of the Breach of Faith on the part of the Poonah Ministers in. forming a 
Treaty with the French, lest through: ignorance in punishing them I shoals 
hurt bis Interests, without lirst consulting him, For this Reason, and because 
T know that those who are Enemies to my Nation are also your Master's; 
have resolved to depute to Nagpore Mr, A. Eliot whois one of my. pearest 
Friends, on which subject [t is needless forme to enlarge, as you are well 
acquainted with his quality, mnk, and the warm friendship and attachment 
he bears to me, as well as the entire confidence | placein him, #o that he may 
be considered as the Channel of my Sentiment=—he is antirety attached to me, 
and it gives me great Concern to part with him, having ne Person to be 
compared to him, yet actuated by Sentiments of the most sincere Regard to 


the Maharajah, Ushall give him his Dismission on the 1Sth of July or 22nd. 
of Jummadee Assame. He will proceed by the way of Cuittick: He te 
investecl with full Powers from me and the Council of this Place. Whatever. 
he does will be approved and certified, It is necessary then that yoy 
immediately on the Receipt of this * * * the army and repalr with all ¢ a 
Expedition to your Master, and fully and distinctly explain to the Mi ( 
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and his Dewan Deyagur Pundit all te Particulars relative to Mr. Elliot 

I have dispatched letters on this subject to the Maharajah and hin Dewan‘ by 
the way of Benares and Duplicates by the way of Cuttack, which will probably 

reach Nagpore before your arrival there. | place the most implicit confidence: 
in you.’ It fs necessary that regarding Mr, Elliot's pleasure as mine, you 

afford him your utmost support and assistance on every occasion, and pay 

the greatest attention to his welfare. Yow «will learn farther particulars from 

your Brother's jetter. 

“ Postscript —] have written to Colonel Leslie to give you your Dismission 
that you may repair with all expedition to Nagpore | relyon you that you 
will exert yourself so warmly with your Master and his Dewan as to ensure 
a fortunate Issue to the Nepociations entrusted to Mr, Elliot which will be 
productive of the most advantageous consequences to both states, will oblige 
me, and redound greatly to your own credit.” 





EXcenrt NO, 4, 
“To Rajat Ram PoNprr. ) 

“Tam about to depute Mr. Elliot, my most intimate Friend and confi- 
dent, in the character of ambassador to Maharaja) Modajee Bhosila at 
Nagpore. | have by Letter informed the Rajah of that Gentleman's Rank and 
the powers he is invested with, which you will likewise learn by the Letters 
of Bissember Pundit. It is my wish that Mr, Elliot should proceed to 
Nagpore with every possible Degree of Expedition, As the Maharajals, your 
Master, and | are united in the most intimate connection, I have not furnish- 
ed this Gentleman with Tents and other Necessaries for his journey, and have 
fixed on the 23rd.of Jumadee Ulsami, or 6th of Sawan, being 10 days from 
this date, for his Departure fram Calgutta by Dawk, my officers will station 
bearers and necessaries for him to Balasore, and Mr, Marriott, Resident of 
Balasore, has received Orders to iny Bearers for him from thence to Jagepare. 
It is necessary that you station Bearers from thenee to Cuttack, at the 
Distance of 4 coss from each other, 24 Bearers at each stage, to cary 
Mr, Elliot and his Moonshey, that on his arrival at Jagepore which will be 
about the 26 or 27 Instant, he may not be delayed a Minute, ‘You jill alko 
prepare 2 or 3 good tents such as will prevent that gentleman and his people 
suffering by the rains, also some Horsemen, Bearers and Coolies, and whatever 
else you may Judge necessary for his safe and convenient Journey from 
Cuttack to Nagpore, that they may be ready on his arrival, and he be enabled 
to proceed immediately to Nagpore In Company with Mr. Anderson sand 
the other Gentlemen who are *** arrived at Cuttack before the time, Knowing 
your support and assistance on every Occasion to this Gentleman and his 
Peoples as incumbent on you from the Frienduhip which subsists between 
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your Muster and me, you will take such effectual measures to obviate every 
Difficulty in their Route that they may arrive at Nagpore without being 
subject to Inconvenience, ‘This will give equal Measure to the Maharajah, 
your Master, and to me I shall despatch a letter to the Maharajah to- 
morrow ; a8 Sootias it reaches jou, be pleased to forward it by express cossitts 
with the strictest orders.to Nagpore.” 





EXCERPT No. 5 
“ Letiers of Credence to-Mr. Eltiat, written the zoth July 1778. 

“To ALEXANDER ELLIOT, EsQuire 

*\Whereas an intercourse of Friendship has long subsisted between this 
Government and that of Berar, and it is our Desire and we believe it to be 
that of Moodajec Bhioosilat, the Rajaly or Chief for the Time being of Berar, 
to confirm and perpetuate the same -by a formal Treaty of Alliance, we the 
Governor-General and Council in Virtwe of the Powers vested in Us by the 
King and Parliament of Great Britain and by the English East Inditi 
Company to direct and control the political affairs of all the Company's 
Settlements in India, relying on your Fidelity, Prudence and Integrity, have 
deputed to proceed to Nagpore or to such other Place where the Rajah 
shal) reside and to negociate and conclude with Maha Rajah Moodajee: 
Bhoosluh of the Rajah for the time being of the Province of Berar and its 
Dependencies, a Treaty of Peace and Friendship between him and his Heirs 
and Successors on ope part and the English East India Company on 
the other on such terms as shall for the mutual Benefit, Honor and 
Satisfaction of both Parties, and we hereby give you full Powers to that 

Effect, declaring that. we will ratify. and confirm whatever hall be $a 

concluded, Yoo in our names and our Behalf, according to the Instructions 
with whieh we lave furnished you for that purpose. 

Given in Fort Willan) under our Hands and the seal of the Company this 
2oth Day of July in the year of our Lord 1773, or 24 of Jummada Assaniec 
L192 Hijeres!' 





Excrker No, 6, 
“To RajAu Ras Pospit Naw OY CUTTACK. 2est Judy, 

“A °War having taken place between England and France, Me. 
Chevalier, the Cliiefof the French Nation In Bengal, has made hfs escape from 
Chandernagore, and a& I am informed has taken his Route through the 
Provinee of Orissa, 

“As Priendahip has long subsisted between the Rajahs of Berar and this 
Government, and particularly subsists at this. Time between. Maharajah 
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Mocodajte Bhooslah and myself, 1 make no doubt yuu will readily comply 
with my Request to me your utmost Eqdeavyours to apprehend the Person of 
Monss. Chevalier and send lim to me, or keep nim in safe custody until 
you can receive the Instructions of the Rajah concerning him, and that you will, 
observe the same Conduct with respect to all Frenchmen who pass thatway. 
by securing them with their Papers ti you receive Instructions how to 
dispose of them, constantly communicating all such Transactions to me, 
By your Compliance you will not only oblige mo but the Rajah, your Master, 
and will give Houor to yourself,” 





THESE documents, published for the first time, illustrates the nature of 
Elliot's Mission. | now will give some letters which tell us of something 
about his sensational capture at Cuttack of the evading French Chiefs of 


How'sLe Sin AND GENTLEMEN, 


1 hare the pleasure (o inform you that My, Chevalier and Mr, Sansom, the French 
Resident at Halecore, were yesterday seized and brought to. the Emgfixh factory and are now 
wader ray charge Upon my arrival at Balasore I Jearnt (rom Mr. Marriot, the Eimgllth 
Resident, that these two Gentlemen kad quitted Balasore two or threa days before my 
sepoys who had accompanied me from Midnapore to make the best of their way.to this 
town, apd left Aalasore in the opinion that f shocld arrive two or three days before the 
Sepays, but owing to the violence of the Raina, and to the want of Bearers, they overtook 
me at tbe Village about fifteen Cooss distant, and accompanied me from thence to Cuttack. 
Upoa my arival | found that the party of French Gentlemen, with whom 1 had been in. 
formed Mr, Chevalier was, had aot quitted the town 1 but, owing toa mistaken description 
which had beso given me of the dress in which Mr. Chevalier ad made his escape, } 
imagined that he had been cautiqus enaugh to separate from hia Countrymen. Having, 
however, received anthentick information that he was one of three who arrived in Huropean 
cloatha, 1 immediately waited upon Kajoh Ram Pundit, und requested his Permission to 
sire the French Genilemen, who had taken up their Residence in a Cutchuren within the 
walls of hiv Palace, He informed ove that he tad ceceived 6 letter from the Governor: 
General the day before, desiring bin to seize these Gentlemen, and had written to Rajah 
Moodagee Boonsluh his master for Orders, that, If the Rajah should Im bis anawar direct 
bim to seize them, they shonld be immediatly sent to Bengal, and that lo the meantime 
he had given orders at ail the Courts that they whould not be auffered 40 pass, As | knew 
that no answer woald be received feam Nugpore in less thon forty days, 1 thought lt right 
to press the Raja (or hie Consent that they should be jmmnediately takes. % semloded him 
of the long intercourse of (riendship which hat aubsisted between cur Government and. 
the Rajah of Berar through the Vakeels of the Rajal, that | way sent to cement that 
(riendabip, and that it could not bur be very ungratefal \9 ny Superior ta hear that thei 
declared Eneniles were protected in (le province immediately bordering upon their own. 
| read my Credentiats to him and to tbe Dewan and requested that they would permit maw 
make myself master ol Mr. Chevaller’s Peseou, Raysh Ram Pundit appeared very averse 101, 
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anil seemed to be of opinion thai he could not do it without orders from Nagpore. He 
promised, however, io give me a decided answer next moming. The Reasan, which the 
Rajah gave against sciing the Freoch were reasonable, and | am very well aasared 
that his aversion to fe did not proceed from any bias in their favour, but 
from doubts which be cesdfy entertained of the propriety of soch a measure. 1 
stationed Mercurrake In-auch @ maner that gone of the French could leave the Paiace 
without my being immediately acquainted with i. | waited miore formally upon the 
Rajah about twelve yesterday momning, accompanied by Captain Campbell, Lieatenant 
Andersun, and My, Farquhar ; and, after bal! an hour's Conversation with him and the Dewan, 
they gave thelr Consent uy thele being seized ond delivered over to be confined in the 
English factory, tii we could have an opportunity of sending them to Bengal or to Ganjan. 
The Raish desired ai the same time that one of bis Sirdars might go lo Me. Chevalier, 
inform him of the friendship subsisting between the English and the Berar Governments, 
wad to explain to hit the necessity under which ibe Kajal thought himself of delivering 
him and his companion up. { had so objection to thiy, and only desired thal Captaly 
Campbell might be permitted to draw up the few Sepoy's wi a distance bor within view of 
the Cutcherree «here the French Gentlemen were, which precautinn | thought necessary as 
they professed themselves tynorant of the Chevalier’y person and as | was apprehensive that 
he might once more tale his escape. We walked immediately from the Rajah’s bouse to tbe 
Cutcherree, and iirew up the man as had been agreed upon, with wham we all stayed whiler 
one of ibe Rajah's Officers went Into ihe Cutcherres to give Mz. Chevalier the necessary 
information. Aler half an hour's debate, and afler ene or (wo messages had passed betweex 
Rajah Ram Pandit and Mr. Chevalier, he agreed to deliver himself up. | immediately went 
into them, god assured Mr, Chevaher and dr. Sanson that they should be treated with all che 
respect due to their Rank and Characters, and we walked immediately down to the 
Factory. 

I wrote to Ganjam, by Yesterday's dawk, desirmg ibe Chief and Council to send an 
officer with cwenty Sepoys to convoy the French Gentlemen to that place, but having 
mentioned thin Circumstance to Mi- Chevalier yesterday evening, he seemed anzions to. 
go to Bengal, where be ieft Mrs. Chevalier, and assured me apon his Hoar that he had aot 
the most distunt intention of attempting another Escape, and that he would formally give me 

his Parole to proceed to Calcutta without the Escort of aemglt sepoy. | did not atthal 
tet any reply, but, after considering bis proposal, accepted his Parcle as contained 
in the original paper which 1 do myself the bonor of forwardmg 19 you. under the same cover 
os (his letter. | meiitioned to him ay the. game time that |t was proper that an English, 
Gentleman should accompany hit with the few sepoys who were with me and who were 
sow to returns to Midnapore, but that { would immediately countermand thove f bad sent 
for from Ganjam. U imagife they will set our from heve in four or five days: | have written, 
by today's post to Ganjam coustermanding Ihe sepoys and requesting that.an officer along 
may come to Cutinek, The sepoys will not in thei march to Balasore have their Bayonets 
fixed. | have endeavoured, a9 well ws the other English Gentlemen who are at Cuttack, to 
render the sitmution of Mr. Chevuller and Mr. Sansim aa litte disagrecable as possible, 
and 1 promise cryself they will aot complain of the treatment thay hws met with, I hope 
my conduct im this affair will mest with your approbation . 

tt will not be possible for me to knit this in lees than « week ifsosoon, The Raja 
has ordered & troup of one hundred more 1 escort we to Nagport who, adled to the Bearers 
wad Coolies, which Ht lenbeolitely necessary to take, will make oar purty amncumt te fear 
hundred or five hondred people, and as some part of (he country between this and Nagpore 
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is totally qocaltvated and very thinly inhabited, 1 have been!under the necessity of consent- 
ing that a bazar shall accompany us, withoot which Jam assured ix will be impossible 10 
petiorm the journey. 
t bavethe Honor to be, | 
Hon'ble Sir and Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
Atex. Exuior. 
The Hon'ble Warren‘ Hastings, Esq,, 
‘Governor-General and Sapreme-Counci. 


Culince, Augusl gy s773. 
Howe Sip Amp GENTLEMEN, 


I did myself the Honor of addressing you in duplicate on ihe 2od Lnstant. (mforsriing yen 
of Mr. Chevalier’s being made prisoner and Inclosing you hie and Mr, Sansem'y Parvle to 
proceed to Calcutta, ete. They left this town on Friday last and i dewbt mot they will 
reach Calcutta in nine or ten days . 

As it appeared to me of the highest importance ths) some regular und secore mnde 
should be established for the conveyance of your Orders to Col Lastie and myself aad of 
our addresses to you, | have mkea the Liberty of divecting Abdul Wadood, 4 Munstee 
employed by the Company, to supermiend the Dawk which passes through ihis Town, to 
hire twelve good Cossids, and have ventured to promise that Mr, Martint will be directed by 
your Hon'ble Board to add the ammust of their pay vo the munthly Establishment for the 
Dawk under his management. The pay they ask |s only seven Rupees aad 4 half per 
month for each man, which makes the whole amoant of this addition to the present expense. 
uf the Dawk only 99 Dmassah Rupees. Al present ile conveyance of letters to Nagport fa 
very uncertain aad irregular, | have directed the Munshee to despatch two Cossids every 
Saturday with whatever letters may come in the course of the week directed to Col Leslie 
of myself, and not to despatch them on any other day unless he shall receive an order from 
Mr, Marriot at Balasore so to do. In any case, when expedivon js necessary, I take the 
liberty of recommending that the |etters. may be inclosed to My, Marriot at Talssore 
by which oo time will be lost as the packet must, of course, pass trough hie hands. The 
Dawk is six days between Calcotta and this town ; and | hope with the preeattions | have 
taken to receive your despatches seventeen or cighteea days ultor their arrivalyat Cuttack. | 
if you approve of the directions ( have yiven to the Muushee 1 bog that the necescsry orders 
may be sent to Mr. Marriot or to the Post Afaster.Genera |. mi 

1 leave Cuttack to-morrow mormng and hope to reach Nuypare it about’ A month, as the 
Rains have failen with much less violence (here some days padl and | bope the roads 
will be dry. 

have the Honor to be, 
Hon'ble Sir and Gentlemen, 
Your qvost obedient and mos humble Servant, 





IN the collection of Warren Hastings MSS, atthe British Museum 
most probably to be found the confidential letters which passed between the 
Great Proconsul and his young friend ; among these would be a letter referred 
to by Sydney C, Grier inher Letters of Warren Hastings to His Wifes 
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“ Alexander Eliot, dying in the swamp tear Cuttack, * thinking of nothing 
but the public business in his. delirium’ and in his last letter entreating 
Hastitigs 10 supersede Kim, lest bis’ plans should suffer by delay.” Elliot 
died on September 13, 1778, at Sarangarh in the Chatisgarlh Peurlatory 
State. Sarangarh is, as a matter of fact.a good way from, Cuttack—a good 
two hundted miles as the erow files, 





It if interesting to note that tbe executors to Elliot's estate were 
George Bogle and Claud Alexander, Bogle is famous for his embassy (1774) 
to the Lama of Thibet, and it was during Rogle's absence on this adventurous 
journey that Elliot officiated for him as Secretary to the Select. Committe 
and Registrar to the Sudder Dewani Adulat. After Elliot's death, Bogle 
wrote: | cannot pass over the name of poor Elliot without a heavy beart. 
| never tiad, | never can have, so strong an esteem—I should say veneration 
—for anyone as 1 bad for him, and | was happy beyond everybody. in hie 
friendship, | had nota thought that I concealed! from him. He had none 
that he concealed from me, But alas! he is gone forever.” On February 
10, 1781, Sir Gilbert Elliot (the future Governor-General) wrote to Bogle: 
“ Give me leave to entreat game portion of that affection and confidence which 
my poor brother possessed, and which | have occasion to koow he valued so 
highly. On my part | can freely offer you my heart, Our poor Allick had 
prepared us al) for such a union, and it is now become a common duty in some 
dégree to our common friend-and a consolation to our commen loss." Bogle 
died (at Calcutta, April 5, £781) before Sir Gilbert's letter reached him, 
(Claud Alexander also served as Executor to Bogle" Bogle was thirty-four 
it his death: Elliot but twenty-three, 





Tie following eulogy of Elliot comes from an unexpected source—the 
pen of Gholam Husain Khan; “The Governor had taken care to facilitate 
the success of this ae by dispatching to Great Nagpur, Mr. Elliot, 
aman, who, in sincerity of speech and propriety of conduct, had few equals 
amongst lits own countrymen as well as amongst the Hindostanies,"—Syir 
MWutagherin, Vol, 11, p. 99 (Cambray’s Reprint). 





Biv the kindness: of Her Excellency, Lady Minto, | am enabled to 
reproduce here two excellent views of the monument raised by Warren 





© Cy Clummnts K Mivktuan's Aareatinds off tha Mission af Geos Bogh le Thibit amfef Fhimas 
Manning fo LAata, 1876. On Oct g. 775. a better be the Imperial Reoordd dows Elliot'y Exeeoton 
wpplying for & rendttance of Rx. go,coo "in the Company's cam byway of China," that amount 
apparenity being Elliot's Eace. Hip saloy oe Snperinrendent of the Whalen records waa Re, 1.000 
por mensertt. 
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Hastings to the memory of his taithful fiend. Ip ds mest probable that 
in England there is a rich supply of thaterials for a life of Alexander Ellict, 
and the work of writing such a-book would well repay the author who should 
undertake it. Perhaps, even here. frealy materials may come to hand: but | 
venture to think that these rather crudely execnted notes represent fairly 
exhaustively what is to be learned about Alexander Eliot in Bengal. 


SINCE my notes concerning J. B, Chevalier were finally passed for the 
Press, I have come across in manuscript John O"Donnell’s own account | 
iis sufferings in the Egyptian desert. While Mrs. Fay gives the names of tie 
two Frenchmen as. “ Chevalier.” O'Donnell calls them "St, Germaine." “De 
st, Germaine” would suggest the twa sons of Pierre Renault, the defender 
of Chandernagore against Clive and Watson: The elder of these two sons 
was in the French Company, the younger In the Army. I have been mised 
by Mrs. Fay into a wrong conjecture, | can only plead that the conjecture 
Nasa very natural one. Ihad traced J, B, Chevalier’s passage on a’ Danish 
ship from Serampore to Mocha, and he must have reached Egypt about the 
same time the Fays reached Alexandria, | 

1 now have discovered that from Mocha, Monneron returned to Bengal. 
In @ letter dated toth September, 1779, Mofneron writes to Warren 
Hastings from Ingili: “ Persuaded as Tam, Sir, that you will be sorry to be 
‘informed of M. Chevalier's fate; I take the liberty of addressing to you the 
copy of his Tast letter which will make you familiar with it,” If by “fate” 
death is meant, this is rather a sardonic touch: for Chevalier could. not 
possibly have described his own end. The letter in question is dated 
(12th June, 1779) from « place, which I-cannot trace, Sebelahah. it shows 
that Chevalier, who had had many troubles with the Arabs, was then on 
board a coffee boat bound for Kosseir, and from thence he and his party 
intended to make for the Nile. and so on to Cairn, If Chevalfer, instead of 
making for the Nile direct from Kosselr, did indeed go to Suer, he would 
have been justin time to take part in O'Donnell's ill-fated ‘march, But 
O'Donnell is more likely to be correct than Mrs. Fay, and we know nothing 
of any brother of Chevalier. Which we may ask of the two younger 
Renaults was the yictim? Wows it the Civilian or the Soldier? The fatter, 
we may Femember, wasa godson of Dupleix. Of John O'Donnell, it may 
be said, that he had originally come oiit to India in 1771 as a Carlet on the 
Bombay Establishment, in which he had great expectations from the patron- 
age accorded to him by Colonel Wedderbourne, His patron having died, 
O'Donnell came on leave to Bengal, and was taken on as private secretary 
by Jolin Bristow, the Resident at Lucknow, and the future husband: of the 
fovely Emma Wrangham, In 1775, by Bristow's influence, he was appointed 
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Commissary of Supplies to the Nawab's Troops, and Intterly Deputy 
Paymaster. When the Nawab's Army was handed over in 1778 to the 
Company, O'Donnell was superseded, and, in consequence, resigned his 

appointment, Ther comes a very tangled tale as to O'Dennall’'s accounts, 
which | shall not attempt to unravel. The last | have-beard of O'Donnel ia 
his application In 17%: ta be furnished with some Artillery invalids fo ine 
a privateer and tackle French merchantmen, {n research work of this kind 
comparatively nothing will be schieved. untess we are prepared to face the 
discredit which fallson to those who make wrong conjectures, and unless we 
ourselves are prepared to, be both oir own most croc! critics, and the first 
in the field in warfare against our own propositions. 





IN the General Note Hout for this quarter “KCN. D.” gives the inscrip- 
tion to be found on the great memorial pillar io Patna graveyard, Ido not 
know at what date this inscription was added, but! believe that until 1880 
the inonument bore hey inscription at all. In that year Sir Ashley Eden's 
Government inserted a tablet, which not only fave 9 wrong date fhr the 
Massacre, Litt contained the names of several officers who died elsewhere 
and on other occasions, Tinename of Sir William Hope, Bart. will be noted, 
His wife made her escape to the Dutch Factory, and | have no doubt. that 
she was the Lady Hope who married the Mr. Lambert whose Octagon at 
Baruset was mentioned by Dr, Busteed (Bengal: Past una Present, Vol, |, 
pp. 202-203), At Majiptir not far from Patna there fs, or not 69 many years. 
ago there was, a large momument of the familiar pyramidical shape. Native 
tradition reported that it was erected over the grave of a lame sahidA. The 
sakib was moat probably Captain Peter Cartaira He died and was buried 
nt Hajipur on June 4, 1763. It will be remembered that he had distin- 
guished himself by his gallantry at the siege of Calcutta in t7sG and that he 
was one of the survivors of the Black Hole Surely this tomb should be 
sought out and remembered. 





T HAVE received with great pleasure the following comments. on miy: 

" pages” from Dr, Busteed, It will be seen that | hive anticipated De. Bustered's 

wishes inregard to the republication of Dalrymple’s* Account of the Love af the 

Grosvenor, The quotation, criticised by the Doctor, wag from Miss 

Bletchynden's Calcutta: Past and Present. In cegard to the spelling of the 

name Mackrabie, I give below the signatures of a document. kindly supptied 
to me by Lieutenant-Colonel W. J. Bochanan, 


0 ee 
PP ipo is ay indfereating arcu WM: Abessriler, Daleyomle in Mr. Buckhint's  2¥ctfomary oy 
Inctian Singraphy. He * tied of vexatina " om Jung tg, e808, atenttte snonih alter beige dimnised, on 

the score of old age, Ikom is poet of LHydropraptees to the Admiralty. 
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* Editor's Note Book, Vol. U1, No. 2, page 220: Yes, there Isa ali in the 
Echoes as to the relationship of Alexander Elliot to the Sir Gilbert of the im, 
peachment Proceedings. It was right in the first Edition (‘ brother *) but bs- 
came ‘son’ in the second, and though immediately detected and marked for 
correction, it was allowed to escape and stipinte the third edition, Sock an 
accident too often happens when an author is compelled, or is unwise enough. 
to be the sole roviser of his own proofs. ! 

"What misled the author in the case was this passage in Tysoe Han- 
cock’s letters which may as well be quoted here as it puts beyond doubt, if 
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doubt there be, the date of youne Elltet leaving Calcutta for England, viz, 
to Mrs Hanroock *Aggust 5, 1775" (N.B, the date of the execution of Nun- 
comar. ‘Mr, Eltiot, who is Str Gitbert's:2on, will deliver this to yoo. Your 
judgment will readily point out to you that he is avery fine young gentleman.. 
As he can give you a perfect account of the dispute in Bengal, 1 will not 

write on’so disgraceable a subject. Pray treat this gentleman with the greatest 

civility, He is the (riend of our great friend.’ The fact was Jost sight of that 

Alexander Eliot's father was then alive. Afea culpa." 





"PAGE 241, The wreck of the Grosienor 1782. Nothing can be more 
pathetic than the incident referred to, and the thoughts suggested by it in 
the extract quoted, pape 242, (2, the passage touching the ‘“decendants of the 
English ladies who are supposed to haye survived the hardships endured 
after landing. There is no tangible authority quoted for the ‘strange 
rumours of Englishwomen’ being seen in kafiir kraals* or for what * partly 
raised the veil of doubt and mystery during the Kaffir War of 1835, 

"The occurrence of such rumours and what they signify should bé very 
jealously probed, They Mere not quite unknown during and after the 
Mutiny, and were. never, so far as [belinve, found to have any trustworthy 
foundation, 

“ Amongst your reptints the ‘wreck of the Grosuenor’ might perhaps 
be usefully included. The news of it brought great sorrow to Old Calcutta, 
| suppose one or more of the accounts of it may be found in the Imperial 
Library. It case of this not being so, | give a few brief notes. which T happen 
to have by me which bear on the extract.referred to aboye, I chanced to 
jook into the matter In a cursory way some years ago, owing to the names of 
two of the passerigers, viz, that of the little son of Sir Robt. Chambers, and 
that of Mr. C, Newman,”® the barrister who pleaded for the plaintiffin the case of 
Grand vs. Francis (1779). The best account of the wreck (which occurred on 
August 4 17%) is that compiled by Alexander Dalrymple, who very care- 
fully took and sifted the evidence of four of the survivors who eventually 
reached London (three men and a Cabin hoy, R. Price, aged 13). Mr 
Dalrymple took up the investigation at the request of Sir H, Fletcher, 
Chairman of the E. |. Company, to whom he reported on Angust 4, 1753. 
A second revised edition of his report was published In 1785. 


® ( Towards the em! of 17H), Ble. C. herrea, inj aceordance wlth Inuttmotions fron: the Cont of 
Directors, was sunt to Maudres te scllert Inforeantion to uypand to chaiged broaght sagem Sir Thomas 
fombeld. Ub bnemme wl Madre wae Grad ul Ke 2,909 @ mouile wml thet of bee exelent, Mn Yorke, 
at Re 7008 month—En,, BP. asl P) | 


4d BENGAL: PAST & PRESENT. 





“The Gentieman's Afayatine gives a condensed account of the wreck, 
and the subsequent events in September 1783. An account by Carter was 
published in r7gt, bot this 1 do not seem to have noted, so 1 cannot say 
whether it pives any authentic information later than that of Dalrymple's. 

“The Grotlenen's Moyazine article has this significant remark; ‘The 
natives never offered to carry away any of the ladies nor offered them any of 
those fhjuries so Industriously circulated.’ There i not much ' evidence’ in 
these words, but they suggest the sort of things that were ssid—thus early: 
Very soon after the survivors who got ashore (more than 100) began thelr 
terrible land journey, they straggled and separated for varlous reasons, one 
of which was that smal! parties could easily get food, chiefly shell fish than 
larger bodies The passengers remained with the party led by Captain 
Coxon, The survivers who gaye their evidence in England did not sre the 
Captain's party alter they separated in ten days after his wreck, The 

passetigers then with the Captain were: Colonel and Mrs. Jones, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hoses, Mrs. Logic (wife of the mate), Mr, Newmar, Captain W. Adatr, 
and the following, bracketed as: children, Miss Dennis, Mics Wilmot, M&s 
Hosea, Master Saunders, Master Clambers—biluck fomale servants Betty, 
Sally, and Mary. The evidence so far as it qups suagents that the natives 
treated the poor people thus at their merey (for they were unarmed) with 
cruelty—but by po means uniforinly so: they even treated the individuals 
that fell singly amongst them rather With kindness than brutality ; plander 
was their main object, especially anything in the way ‘of metal, or of 
buttons, ete. They took rings, earrings and ‘everything they found hard’ 
from the ladies, threatening to kill them if they resisted, So testified a 
Dane named Hubberly, who went to Copenhagen from the Cupe and was 
examined whet he appeared in Londen ata later date. Up to the time that 
the witnesses in England saw the ladies and passengers they had ondergone 
great hardships, they had crossed one river in those 10 days wading 
breast high, supported by sailors who were carrying the children, Adi) to 
this, starvation, exhaustion, and terror and we nay well/be sceptical as to any 
of them surviving. It ie not known on what Information Sip BR. Chambers 
acted wher he inscribed on the Calcutta tombstone to the memory of his boy: 
‘who was shipwrecked In the Gresser, and perished on the coast of Africa 
in Auguit 1782" If he assumed that the clifld mast have peridhed, and soon 
after landing, it wes an inference all too reasonable. Survivors toid of the 
strongtst sailors and other men succumbing to thelr terrible pirivations and 
sufferings in large numbers, This does not give much reason to suppose that 
any of the tender European iadies and children heid out, their lives must soon 
Wave been released from torment. There were only.3 European ladies, anc 
3 European female children where the Captain's party was last seen—six in. 
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all. Even supposing that half of these reached and received the shelter of Kaffir 
kraals, could any computation arrive at the 600 ' Native Warriors’ with 
European blood in them who offered their services to the English fifty-three 
years afterwards,” ‘The story is not that this tribe of " brothers” were sprung 
from European men from the Grespenor, mating with African women, 
which might at least be possible, even probable, bat the allegation is that) 
they were the descendants of the English /edie:, who had bees wrecked, This 
suggests things so unutterably sad that the mind fs reluctant to yield credence 
to astory which fortunately will not bear rigid investigation, so far at ieast 
as | have had any opportunity of weighing the facts that came under 
my notice.” 





“Pace 255-6. As in some degree cotsfirmatory of the letter from Mr, J.C 
Lyell quoted in "the Momiber's Note Book” 1 may mention that I, too, was in 
Calcutta when the tombstone where Joseph Townsend was buried was unearthed. 
As'soon as-the fact was announced in the Smplishmen, or possibly aday or 
tre: before, 1 went down to St. John’s: graveyard and saw the stone just 

as it lay where it bid. been uncovered, de, before it had been sct up against 
Jub Charnock's Mausoleum, This was carly in jalp 1869, When the announce- 
ment antl the verses mae) We to the old pilot appeared in the Aug/ixkman, 
1 went up to see Dr. Chevers at the Medical College the same day, to have 
a talk with him about them, 1 remarked: “| daresay.some people will think 
on seeing the epitaph and verses so close together in the paper that the 
latter are on the tombstone too.” We smiled saying “ Of course, they are 
merely a gloss (I distinctly remember the word * gloss ‘) on the times in which 
the old fellow lived and on the moving accidents by flood and field which 
he and hia companions may have encountere!—and on the stories more or 
less traditional which have come down to us," ete, ete. This is a paraphrase 
of what he said, He had a very charming courteous manner and was ever 
ready to impart information. 1 did not think it fair to ask him then and 
there if Ae had contributed those verses to the Auy/isdman > but ay I drove 
away | thought to myself if Chevers has not written those Ines himsell—he 
knows who bas." 





“PAGE 261-2, There cam be little doubt f fancy that the octagonal building 
teferred to in K, N. D.'s article on Haraset (quoted by you) Is the Octagon 
Summer house of Mackrabie’s diary. It ia probably the only structure 
existing now as it was when the card players visited jit on that morning in 
February 1775. There Barwell and Francis Lemaistre and Mackrabie, 

names to be ever associated with the Consulship of Warren Hastings, may 
hove met in friendly intercourse, Could the Historical Society urge & plea 
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for Its preservation? Does it not cover the ashes of some worthy man (Mr, 
Lambert)* who may have done the State some forgotten service in his day ?" 





“ BY-THE-BYE, touching the spelling of Mackrabie's name again, | sus- 
pect that any confusion about this arose from the reckless transcribing of it 
by the writers of Francis’ Memwirs, ic, Parkes and Merivale. {1 recently 
looking over volame I of this worl, 1 noticed the sienature of several letters 
from Mackrabie. There are 13 of them in the appendix, 12 of these are 
signed Mackraby and @ Mackorabie. No writer could himself so vary his own 
signature, A letter to him from Tilghman in January 1773, spells It Mack 
rable Ji fact this was always the correct family spelling, Francis aay 
possibly have omitted the k sometimes, but he was not very orthodox in his 
spelling of proper names." 

H, E, BUsTzen, 


I OWE an apology te Messrs. Bourne and Shepherd for having attributed 
to another Firm the photographs facing page 203 and 208 of the prewnt 
volome, and also to Messrs. Johnston and: Hoffman for a similar-error in 
regard to those facing page 202, 

WALTES -K, -FIRMINGEK. 
POSTSCRIPT. 

I find at the last moment. that I have omitted to quote a touching letter 
of George Bogle's in regard to the loss of his friend Elliot, It was. read by 
Sir Elijah limpey at the bar of the House of Commons (Fob. 4, 1783), 

My Deak Sik Evijant lurey, 

1 am favoured with your letter. The loss of Mr. Stewart at the very moment too when 
Vespected to mest him, alfected me very much; but the alilictinn which hus mow falles on 
me inthe death of Etiiot is mare than }can bear, The inclosed will give you (he particulars. 
Pity nue, Sir Elijal ; bis death leaves me hardly an object in life worth attending to, 1 
en oyed no pleasure equal to his company: [ pursed po tcheme, cither of bosiness or 
amusement, in which my mind did net sesaciate him; lowed him with an aflection above 
all the world; and he deserved of all men to be beloved ; he possessed every talent and 
every virtue that the warmest imagination could draw ; and I have offen tried to discover 
one fault or defect in hls character in wala. 


Lani, etc, 
Spt 90, 1778. G, Moat. 





* © Laaly Hyde,” page 26, io evidently @ mataprins for Lady eas, oe Vol Rea Sy pate 2 


aot meeeeieeys Poses. 


sales for Vol, I, af Se Past tnd Preitat, is Ow easly, 
and one copy ties been issued, free of charge, to every 
member who jained the Society in 1oo7 and is still a 
member, Extra copies are for saleto the public at Re 4 

each, 1} would draw. the reader's attention to the Socicty’s 
advertisement with reference to the series of Historical Postcards, Copies of 
No. | Vol, t, of Bengals Past and Present, will very shortly be withdrawn 
from sale. 





' 

AT the request'of the Government of Bengal, the Society has suprerester| 
that the follwing inscriptions be placed on the tombs of the Hon, George 
Monet and the Lady Anne Monson — 

In Memory of 
THE HON. GEORGE Monson 
Born April 18th, 1730. 
Educated at Westminster. 
Entered H. M. Foot—quards 750, 
Member of Paritament for Lincoln 1754-1768. 
In the year 760, 
He, for a time, conducted the opemtions 
at the 
Siege of Pondichery, 
in which he was severely wounded, 
He served under General Draper at Manilla in 1762. 
A-D.-C, ta the King 1765, 
He (with Sir Philip Francia and General Claverine) 
assirmed) office 


as 
A Member of the Supreme Council in India 
October oth, 1774. 
Died nt Huzil, September acth, 1796: 
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This Grave and that of his Wife, the Lady Anne Monson, having 
remained nameless for one hundred and twenty-two years, this 
Tablet has been placed tere by the Government of Bengal, at 
the requestof the Calcutta Historical Society, in the year 1908. 





In Memory of 
Tne Lapy ANNE Monson, 
eldest daughter of 
the first Earl of Darlington 
By his marriage with 
The Lady Grace Fitzroy 
(daughter of the first Earl of Cleveland), 
She married first 
the Hon, Chatles Hope-Weir, 
and secondly 
Colonel the Hon. George Monson. 
She died in Calcutta on the night of February 07th, 0776. 
Aged about 50 years, # 





To Miss Sinaes, of Serampore, the Society is indebted forthe gift of an 
interesting brooch with a miniature portrait of ‘Clarles Weston, On his 
monument in the Sonth Park Street Huria) Ground (tis recorded 
“He manifested a grateful mind 
by cherishing in his ald age his former 
employer and benefactor 
the late Governor Holwell,” 

The Bengal Obituary affords the following brief pote: “The son of the 
recorder of the Mayor's Court. was born in Caicutts in t731, in o hows then 
opposite to where the Tiretts Bazar now stands He. witnessed the great 
storm and inundation of 1737, a4 it compelled his family to quit their house,. 
The steeple of the church he states to have fallen prostrate. The houses of 
the Europeans in Caleutta at that time were surrounded with spacious 
gardens in which they stood central. ‘This gentleman was the fdend and 
associate of Mr, Holwell and carried arms as a militlaman at the old Fort in 
1736 He was the fourider of his own. opulence : surely fortune never bes- 
towed wealth better than on Charles Weston, a stri king and exciting example, 
that chaste and refined sentiments are. not confine! te ice ing 
climate. This truly honorable man resided at Chinsurah, anid a wecessitows 
People soothed and supported by his bounty. Those who had seen better days 
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and on whom fortune had ceased to:smile, were comforted by Charles Weston. 
One hundred gold modrurs and upwards a month were recularly distributed ta 
the indigent from « box plisced on his table, nor was there any sircar to deduct 
of intervene: all came from his own venerable hand. He left a sum of about 
& lac of nipees the interest of which is stil distrituted monthly by the Vestry 
of St, John's toa large number of the poor of Calcutta and Chinsurah.” A 
portrait of Weston hangs in the Veatry room of St. Jolin's, where also may be 
seen another miniature portrait of hini, presented to the Church by Mise 
Sinaes. Mr. H. E. A. Cotton records of Weston :* He escaped the Biack Hole 
by having been sett on the river to look after Holwell’s baggage beats on the 
day before the Fort was taken, He does not appear to have gone down to 
Fulta, but to haye taken refuge with the Dutch at Chinsurah. When Holwell 
left India in 1760 he gave Weston 2,000 rupees, and lent him another 5.000. 
With this capital he made a large fortune chiefly by agency business; and was 
lucky enough to win the Tiretta Bazar in the lottery of #791." Weston served 
on the jury in the Nanda Kumar case. 





OvR Patron, Dr, Rusteed, is most generously presenting to the Society 
Chabot’s monumental work ‘bn the handwriting of Francis and Junius, the 
best edition of Junius (3 Vols.) the Travels of Tahb Khan (1799, 2 Vols) 
and @ pamphlet of Waghorn’s relative to the Overland Route. In regard to 
the last, Dr, Busteed writes to the Editor !—" It may be read reasonably with 
the correspondence betweett Lord Clare and Bishop Wilson in the last April 
niimber, Waghorn, the pioneer of the Overland route, was most scurvily 
treated by his own country,.and his last surviving sister was allowed to dic 
in a workhouse fh 1883, and then, of course, we shed hypocritical tears” 
Dr, Busteed has also presented to the Society's archives the following 
documents, 22. — 

1. Commission to Gilbert William Watson, Esquire, of the 21st Regi. 

ment Native Infantry, appointing him Captain in the Company's 
Bengal Service by Brevet. Signed by the Marquess of Hastings, 
Jj. Adam and Joni. Fendall. Countersigned by Lieut-Col Wm. 
Casement; Military Secretary. Dated March 27, 1321. 

2. Commission to the same appointing him Captain in “the King’s 
Army in the East Indies only.’ Signed by Hastings as Com- 
mander-in-Chief, March 27, t$2t. 

3 Lieut, Tho, Naylor to Lieut. W, Watson, June 23, 1776. 

Deak Watson,—I was a few days ago desirous of giving you the earliest account of the 
Engagement between Parker's Detachment st Khornh and Nowab Ally Khawn, which 
I find since not to be so exact az | related \t to you. Enclosed yoo have & correct retorn 
agreeable to the accounts thal we have————with the Disposition of Hoth, 
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DISPOSITIONS. 
A Terk 
Batteries of tha Enemy. 400 hotee and 2 guns, 
a —_—_ ——_ + a —_——— 
it or t? Pieces of Canon. 
| Front. \ 
Z Jonns’ Bsttalinn Gravely's Battalion. 
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as Woc 
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Witealions! 
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The above, my Friend, is a slight skeich Wf (he Dispositions of bait according to the 
most perfect accounts. {1 je evident the Enemy was foand posted in the first Position 
bur how T. advanced ap to thers, whether in Colum or by Divisions, Sub or Grand, | know 
not. But whan he observed (4s he advanced as fast as possiple up ve them) that their numbers 
far exceeded his, and when manceuvring to the right and left with aw intention to Rank them, 
he ordered part of the right flanks to fal) back and front them, and as they had forgot to post 
uny of their guns upon thelr right (to be sniform with the left), Jones’ Battalion took the 
advantage which offered, marched briskly on, while the Center at the same tle with equal 
spirit and ardour advanced, and the whole of them acting as one principle with @ violent 
discharge and lorpetuosity roshed in upon them sod Routed them entirely. The two Guns 
upos the Enemies left did a deal of mlachief, from whitch Gravely mast have got bis leg 
broke. ‘The cetire of the line from the situation of the enemies cannon must have saffered 
mare than any other part ; and there Lieut, Erskine way killed. Only figure to yourself the 
Havock that 2 Battery of 15 or t7 Guns mum make, and what Nobie fellows they rast he to 
have advanced In the midat of sucha discharge. i Here's the Chtef? Ask him how he would 
have tiked te have been in one of theit situations with his legion to have shared in such + 
Gloriows day. “Pulling up hie—and a little touch at his stock ; } think 1 bear hinr say, 
their behaviour was noble and by——the tuan that would noy wish to head a Battalion 
of Tyger aget a—should be——to death with———*" The #$ or 16 Battalions 
behaved nobly and Fil be cursed I any Regiment im India could have supported the Houor 
of our Nation or have gained greater Reputation to themselves than tbey have. dont. 
The aoc horse (1 belleve they are Maraitoes) wheeled off az soon as the action began, 
and carried away three of our Elephants. 

{Conclusion notices death of a Mr. Angus and records "Parker, I understand, does 
not Intend joining the Brigede—the Detachinent will, | suppose, be ciarched to Belgaum 


by the next officer,” 
1 am, dear Watson, 


Yours sincerely, 
BeLaras, 25h fume s776. THO. NAYLOR. 


* Language aot to be repeaued to ibe pereutleth: century 
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4 John Guthrie to Lieut. Watson, 


Dear Watson —! wrote to you yesterday the aat. instant, though I believe 1 dated it 
(he sand. However, |t does not signify, 1 now write a more particular account of Parker's 
Eoyayement. “Col Parker marched from Corah the 18th instant in the Evening towards 
wur Camp) the Natol'y Troops Sting tvtawen dit and st; towards the Nubob'y 
(ur ipods, wobid you yleaie) Troops; and be arrived at the place where they ware 
eocomped of 5 in (he morning. They were then drawn up in regular order. ‘The Col. 
ut to demand their guns, ond told them it wor the Nabot Asop Dowlih's order 
for him ww get thom cither by few méans or force; they asked Him where was 
hig order and, for them, He told thea that was pointing to hie two Buttaliony (-) they 
said they would defend themselves The Col ordered Gravely’s Buttalion guns to fire on. 
them (lt being on the right and more advanced), and the action began and lasted three 
quarters of ao bow, and waa very severe on both sides, when the enemy gave way and left 
thelr yuna, Tumblls, Carts, Tent Equipage, ete, etc, to the Conquerors. There is took 
seveniort guns, with the Tumbili, etc. etc. all well mounted after the Europe fashion and 
very handsome, “They hail 90 didi exclusive of the wounded which is wntases; a vast 
unmler af Bullbcky for Ariili¢ry, Tabors, etc, otc, ure took. Thelr force wae 5,000 foot 
(sue we the Wasrg puléen), 2000 Aorse and about boo Rocket Men. fruw, Owr whole 
fared wag #go0 Sepeys wed eight gua), STi Moke Bxavo. There ta killed of Capt. 
Gravely's Batizlign 4 Eurepean piper, + Subudar, & Jumicar dual Gg BS, gud Eile, He anileul 
1 Sergeavit, ( Subadar, 3 Jamicars, 1 Beusty and 45 R ond Ole Killed of Capiain Jones' 
Battalion, Ligutesians J, Erstcin,-s JAmiday, ¢ Hayildars, | Neig, and) Sepoys H’umaleal 2 4 
Drummer, 2 Jamipdars, 3 Havilites, 4 Sarcar uod 66 Sepoys. Note, durity (he action some 
straggiing Dogs of Matutoes carried of three of our Elephants, Poor Gravely had his leg 
Cut of the same Evening, having been shattered with a Cannow Ball, Exgkin was shoi 
dead, the first fire belttg on the Center near Parker ; Gravely was an the right, Jones ow the 
Veh, the Enemy had all their Gans in the Center except iwo om thei beit Qank ; the fice on 
the counter waa ao hot that they were giving way if it hued not been they were instantly 
supported from the funks, etc, ste vo more. 





I adh, duwe Watson 
Yours very truely, 
fine 22, 4770. fem, GUTHALE 

5, To Libutenant W, Watson from Lieutenant Val. Watherston from 
Firoskabad, September 1770, Relative to business and private 
affairs, 

6 Thomson Alcock to Major Wateon, January 1a, 1705, Frow Agra 
describing the iniserable condition of the place [a awet.cxtra- 
ordinarily stilted epistle), 

y, Willlam Scott, Acting Adjutant-General; to Major W. Watson, 
Commanding the 4th Batulios of Sepays at Dacca. April ty, 
i786. Kelative to the relations of a Coligcter of ‘a District to the 
Officer in the Superior Comarand of the Troops ty) that District 
written by direction of the Commander-ln-Chiel, 

8, William Sandys at Fort William to Major Watson at (Dacca), 
October 23, 1786. 
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Ny DEAR Major,—f wrote you the day after ary arrival, since when f have received 
your friendly letter of the 16th instant, 

I cannot differ from you in your decision for I think it perfectly just and esteem imyself 
mitch obliged to you for your condescension in asking my opision, 1 stood the first fie 
Countttand when | lef Dacca, Young fe next, but if he relieves T. Smith 1 hope you will 
not permit the tour to be altered and pass me. if Smith was ill and you judged it necessary 
w relieve him, it would be a different case—then { mus of necessity loose my tour, 
But | think I ougbt not to loose It through the pleasure of other Gentlemen. fa the fan 
line of service Mf casualties happen whilat [am absent from my Corps | must suffer. 

1 have every reason to be pleased with my reception, but have powerful reasons 
to regret my being detained ot Dacca 0 long, His Lordship (Cornwallis) conducts hie 
business with regularity and dignity: at table be is most aflable As yet, he hae formed n0 
intimacy or connection, information ls what be seeks, but he determines for himself’ He 
endeavours to make himself acquainted with the characters of men and although polite toull, 
he makes a distinction. Colonel Ress |s a sensible shrewd man bur | think I perceive 
many endeavouring 10 attempt his Lordship through him—the class t need not menting, 
but | fear they will in the end succeed ; but than, jnatead of being the proud dictators, they 
will only be the humble instraments—this we may rely on, Lord Cornwallis and Colonel Ross 
are good Judges of mankind and as such they will mot be easily duped. The day after my 
iwtroduction | received « card of invitation and dined with his Lordship the next day. 
| ant next to Colone! Ross and had a long conversation with him, The bottle circulated 
freely, his Lordship drank bis glass, and we all got up in much better apirite than 
we sat down. ! am surprised at Ross's knowledge of the country. After sone little time 
our conversation turn’d oo the French and of the orders which have been issued. He held 
a very different language from the former administration and cemdemn’'d their measures with 
respect to that Nation. He ask‘d ave the character of Dayot (?), which | gave as 4 sensible 
man and one of the best of his country, I have seen. He then without any preliminary 
questions ask’d me if there were not many free merchants at Dacca It was an (improper 
question for him to ask. 1 recollected myself and answered in general terms—there were 
some, but that their trade in comparison with that carried on by the Black people and 
Armenians was very inconsiderable—he said no more. | need not point out to you that this 
letter is pot written for the public eye. You may jf you please communicate it to Mr, Day 
und I request you will remember me most kindly to him. I have seen no house as yet that 
will suit bit. When I mentioned that H-L——had formed no milimacy, t except Mr, Shore. 
John Mackensie applied to his Lordship for permission to marry, and | believe was #0 to 
Miss Dawson last night—Report says through the Infloance of her uncle, and | believe it, 

Your ting is im the Jewellers humda When anything particular occurs, you shall hear 
frow me, in the mean time believe me, 

My dear Major, 


Very sincerely yours, 
Wisi. SANDY2. 


in presetiting these papers to the Society, Dr, Busteed with characteristic 
modesty writes to our Editor;—" These old letters from India were offered 
for sale by a gentleman living in Wales I became the purchaser of them 
for a trifling sum, They are rather disappointing | fear, but such as they are 
(even a# curiosities), I beg to present them to the Calcutta Historical Society 
through you.” The reader of the two accounts here-given of an altogether 
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forgotten battle—a tale of the greatest gallantry—will not regard these papers 
as disappointing, but it was quite in keeping with all we have heard of 
Dr. Busteed’s personality. that he should ask us to accept copper when 
giving ws gold. The story of the victory of Colonel Parker's Detachment 
on june 18, 1776, had almost altogether dropped out of history, Major- 
General Stubbs in his History of the Bengal Army, for instance, jumps from 
nat to 1777 with the remark No military operation of any moment, however, 

took place in this and the two following years" (p. 501 Cambray's. Edition} 
Mr. George W. Forrest's Sedections from the Letters, Despatches and other 
State Papers preserved in the Formgn Department of the Government 
of India, 1772-1785, are of untold worth for the student of Anglo-Indian 
History, but Mr. Forrest's three volumes are after al] but a prs a//er set forth 
by a much cverworked official, In them we may find a few references to 
Colonel Nevill Parker, but no reference whatsoever to bis victory of June 13 
1776, 


CapTain F. G, Canpew (Shetek of the Services of the Bengal Native 
Arniy, p. 39) writes :—" On the toth June, 1776, was fought the brilliant action 
of Korat. In the preceding month Lieutenant-Colonel Parker had been 
detached from Belgram, inOudh territory, with part of the 2ud Company of 
Artillery and the 15th and 16th Battalions of Native Infantry, to watch the 
motions of one Mabub Khan, a disaffected officer in the service of the Nawab 
Wazir, who was posted at Korah, about twenty-five miles below Cawnpore, 
with a force of seve battalions and nineteen guns, It being an object 
to gain possession of these guns, Colone} Parker marched on Korah and 
demanded their surrender, Mabub Khan himself was not present, but the 
demand was resisted by the next in command, upon which Colonel Parker 
moved forward to enforce it: a sharp conflict ensued, resulting in’ the 
complete defeat of Mabub Khan's troops, and the capture of the whole of his 
guns. The loss sustained by Coloael Parker's detachment is not recorded, 
but it appears to have been considerable: Captain Gravely, commanding the 
rsth Battalion, was dangerously wounded and subsequently died of his 
wounds ; Lieutenant Erskine of the 16th was killed. ty 1829, the two corps 
engaged (which had then become the late ist and toth regiments of 
Beogal Native Infantry) received the permission to inscribe * Konan’ 
on their colours,” 








Ma, 5, R. Exson has kindly presented to the Society a massive canines 
ball dug up some years ago on the site of Old Fort William, 


jas. C. MircHeul, 
Honorary Secretary, 
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Tin Kori Lahisl 














